
  

April 2023 

Friday, April 21  
7 pm in the Sanctuary - FREE! 

 

Enjoy a variety of Jazz by Faith musicians with: 
 Gary Dammer & I 64 Jazz Connection Sextet, and  
OTHS Vocal Jazz Ensembles: Encore and Blue Note 

 
A free-will offering will be collected for Faith’s Concert Series. 
Join us after the program for refreshments in the Faith Center. 

 

See pages 11-13 for Holy Week and Easter events. 

Faith Lutheran Church Concert Series Presents: 
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            Grace and Peace to you! 

 
 

Some years, the season of Lent seems egregiously long. This year is no exception. I have found 
myself at points in these forty days saying silently, “Seven whole weeks, are you serious???” I 
can’t really put my finger on what is making it feel so long this year. Could be the cold snap 
we’re experiencing as I write this, maybe I’m just longing for Spring. Could be the anticipation 
of happier tunes in worship; we haven’t let one Alleluia escape! Could be I’m missing my 
daughter and want her freshman year of college over so I can have her back for summer.  
 

I don’t know what it is. But I long to be out of Lent and quickly.  
 

But a little story keeps me here. One about a boy in our congregation who has been playing 
with the Lenten devotion tins that Jenny Roberts made for our kiddos. In the tin are seven 
items for each week of Lent: a Jesus figurine, leaf, chalice, bowl, crown, cross, and a sheep. 
Each item comes with a lesson about the Easter story. But right away, this little boy saw 
something missing: a bad guy. Where is the bad guy who sends Jesus to the cross? You can’t 
have a cross with no bad guy to put Jesus on it! So the little boy’s mother asked Jenny if she 
could spare time to make a bad guy for his tin. Of course Jenny did, how could she not?! 
 

You can’t fast forward through the season of Lent just like you can’t forget about the bad guy 
who put Jesus on the cross. Both point to this truth: We carry within us a bad guy. And it is the 
bad guy within us that Jesus came to have words with. This season of Lent calls on us to be 
honest about our bad guy and to expose him to the light of Christ. We present ourselves as 
honestly as possible these forty days so that when Jesus does go to the cross, he can see 
clearly who he is giving his life for.  
 

It’s hard to be honest for forty days about the bad guy we’re carrying around. I just want to 
skip to the part where Jesus rises and says I’m forgiven. But if we’re being honest, sometimes it 
takes a long time to be honest. I remember when my daughter (the one I’m so excited to have 
home!) was about 4 years old and sitting on the steps for being naughty. I told her she had to 
sit there until she was ready to apologize. I thought she would last 5 minutes … but 45 minutes 
later, I was still waiting!  
 

Point is, sometimes it takes all of these forty days to root out the bad guy we’ve been carrying 
around all year and hold him up to the mirror Jesus is holding in front of us. In that way, this 
long season is a gift. One of patience that Jesus offers us. I’ll be here as long as it takes, he says. 
 

So, I’m Lenting still. And my eagerness to be over with it just tells me to be more honest still. 
To search ever deeper into my heart for the ways in which I close myself off to the good gifts of 

Continued on page 3 
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Continued from page  2 

 

“Access Granted” 
 

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but 
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his 
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his 
own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they 
will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize 
a stranger’s voice.” Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what 
he was telling them. Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to 
them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.  They will come in and go out, 
and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full.   John 10:1-10 
 

Access Denied! What frustrating words when you are trying to get into a Website or maneuver 
around the Web. Access Denied! Many governments around the world serve as Internet 
gatekeepers, blocking or filtering content.  Access is denied if material about politics, sexuality, 
or religion is seen as too sensitive for ordinary citizens. 
 

At its worst, religion is seen as a gatekeeper: declaring who’s in and who’s out, defining who 
gets access to God, to communion, or to the hereafter. 
 

In this gospel reading, Jesus says that he is the gate for the sheep. As gates go, Jesus is 
unconventional. If he keeps anyone out, it’s those that everyone thought were in: the religious 
ones who think they are righteous and have all the answers. AND if he keeps anyone in, it’s 
those who thought they could never get in the gate: sinners and outsiders. 
 

When Jesus talks about being a gate, he mentions thieves and bandits who come to destroy. 
What are the things in our world and in our lives that block access to the abundant life that 
God desires for us? 
 

Continued on page 4 

mercy, love, and peace Jesus is offering me. So, keep the fast and keep Lenting with me! Our 
shouts of alleluia will be all the more joyous if we hold true. And the bad guys within will have 
just a little more time to turn themselves around.  
 

Peace and Joy, 
Pastor Candice Wassell 
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Continued from page 3 

 

             Hello to Faith’s newer friends… 
 

What a joy it’s been to have you worshipping at Faith! We hope you’re feeling at home and 
seeing opportunities to grow in your relationship with Jesus in this community. We’d also like 
to invite you to consider membership at Faith. Twice a year we receive new members in 
worship, asking God’s blessing and committing ourselves to journeying with you in fellowship, 
prayer, and service.  
 

The next New Member Blessing in worship is Sunday, May 28 at 9 am. This will be followed 
by a New Member Luncheon in October. There you’ll meet folks who are also new in the last 
year, and hopefully make more connections in the life of the church.  
 

Would you like to become a member? We hope so! Please contact Janet Hernandez or Pastor 
Candice Wassell if you have questions - we can tell you more about what membership means. 

Continued on page 5 

In the Internet world, we call them hackers. The “gate” either permits or denies access to some 
resource located on the inside. The “gateway” is an excluding function that keeps out those 
with improper motivation or unauthorized access. 
 

It is certainly within our nature to first name the thieves and bandits who do evil in the world. 
BUT can we also name the inner hackers and thieves who prevent us from living with integrity 
and who mess with our spiritual priorities? 
 

Access Granted! That is the good news. The Lord is my shepherd. I have everything I need. 
Christ comes to grant abundant life. He leads us to pastures where we feed on that which truly 
nourishes our souls. He gathers us around the still waters of our baptism and nourishes us at 
his table with broken bread and overflowing cup. 
 

May our words and music tell the good news: In Christ, access granted! 
 

We pray in the words of this well-known hymn: 
 

We are yours; in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 
keep your flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 
 

Blessings, peace, love ‘n joy, 
Jeannie VanderKruik, Congregational President 
 

Mueller, C.M., Soli Deo Gloria:  Choir Devotions for Year A, 2010, MN:  Augsburg Fortress, pp 62. 
“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” (ELW 789)                      



5 

Continued from page 4 

Definitely reach out to Pastor Candice if 
you are considering baptism or have 
questions about our Lutheran identity.  
 

No matter your decision on 
membership, please feel welcome 
to continue attending worship, receiving 
Holy Communion, and participating in 
fellowship and service at Faith - you are 
welcome here! 
 

In Christ,  
Janet Hernandez & Pastor Candice Wassell 
 

************************************************************************* 
 

Fit4God is open to all! We will offer a 5-
week class between Easter and Memorial 
Day. We gather together to learn from 
each other on topics of health, well-being, 
and exercise. This next session will be 30 
minutes of Bible study and 30 minutes of 
either discussion or exercise. Call me if you 
have any question or just show up on  
April 20 at 6 pm in Faith Center Classrooms 
3&4. 
 

April 20 Discussion on Fruit. 
April 27 Exercise: wear comfy clothes and shoes. We may go for a walk or do some chair 
exercises. 
May 4 Discussion on Veggies.  
May 11 Exercise: Let’s go for a walk; how about the trail in the back?  
May 18 Discussion on Fiber.  
 

Watch this newsletter for all the fun and exciting things happening for Easter and the rest of 
the month. There is a lot going on as we head into the summer season. Jenny has some art 
camps coming up, there is VBS, and of course the mission trip. Small Groups and Bible studies 
will continue to meet. Summer is a good time to join something new, like the Card and Game 
Club that meets on the 1st Wednesday of the month; next meeting is May 3!  
 

Janet Hernandez, AdminCoordinator  
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Continued on page 7 

 
 
 

Calling all 3rd-5th graders! We will have a Spring Lock-In on April 22. We’ll spend the evening 
decorating kites and wind socks for Ascension Sunday, then play games throughout the church! 
We always have a fun time together! We end the event by attending Sunday School in the 
morning. Sign your child up at: https://faithofallon.breezechms.com/form/spring 
 

Art Camps will be back this summer in June! There will be three camps this year: Preschool 
(June 5-7), Kindergarten-2nd grade (June 19-21), and 3rd-5th grade (June 26-28). These are free 
camps for the children of Faith to experience art with materials and projects they may have 
never used before. An art show will take place on the last day of art camp for each age group 
to share the projects they worked on with families and friends! Registration will be available on 
the Faith website.  

I am excited to share that Vacation Bible School is moving to June this year! Join us June 12-15 
for a week of Operation Restoration. The theme for the week will be “mending God’s world.” 
The children will learn about how we can feed, heal, and pray for God’s world. Dinner will be 
available for all participants for the first three days of VBS. Please note that VBS is only four 
days this year! We will have three days of regular VBS for the kids with a party on Thursday, 
June 15 for the whole family. Dinner will be provided and everyone can get a special frozen 
treat! 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers who continue to make our programs and events at Faith a huge 
success! Without you, all of this would not be possible. If you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact me and I will help you find a place to fit in! 
 

Peace, 
Jenny Roberts, Youth Director 
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Rise & Shine Family Fun 
Walk, Run, Stroll, or Roll! 
Saturdays at 8 am 
MCT trail across from Fulton Jr. High School  
 

Scan the QR Code to be added to the 
communications group for inclement 
weather and to make sure we know to look 
for you before we head out. 

Rise & Shine 
QR Code  

Continued from page 6 
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FEBRUARY 28, 2023 

      

 
 

NOTES:  Actual Figures are year-to-date through February 28, 2023. 
 

*The $130,259.10 of Pledged Giving is $26,104.10 more than the Budgeted (Expected) amount 
of $104,155 through February 28. This amount includes $4,701.30 in PrePaid Pledges which 
have been transferred from PrePaid Pledges Allocated to General Fund YTD. Faith has received 
an additional $44,104 of PrePaid Pledges which will be transferred to the General Fund during 
2023.      
 

**The Other Income category above includes Building Use Fees, Checking Account Interest, 
Credit Card Awards, and Thrivent Choice Dollars.   
 

***Total General Fund Receipts were $25,229.05 more than the Budgeted (expected) amount 
and were 20.1% of the Yearly expected amount. The “straight line” expected amount (2/12 of 
yearly budget) would be 16.7%.  
 

Designated/Restricted Funds (Select Funds only): received 1/01/23 to 2/28/23 
Building Repair/Maintenance Fund - $656; Community Meals - $893; Food Pantry - $395;    
Love Fund - $1,395; Mortgage Principal Reduction - $5,242; Multi-Media Systems Fund - $500;    
Programs for Young Children (PYC) - $9,750; Youth Ministry - $890  
       

Respectfully Submitted,  
Jan Mikkelson, Financial Secretary 

 
GENERAL FUND  

RECEIPTS 

 
2023 YTD  
ACTUAL 

 
2023 YTD 

   BUDGETED 

Difference of 
ACTUAL to 

BUDGET 

2023 
Full Year  
BUDGET 

Pledged Giving* $130,259.10 $104,155.00 $26,104.10 $624,930.00 

Non-Pledged Giving 12,991.00 14,166.67 (1,175.67) 85,000.00 

Plate Offering 1,831.50        1,833.33 (1.83) 11,000.00 

Total General Fund  
Offerings 

 $145,081.60 
 

$120,155.00 $24,926.60 $720,930.00 

Other Income** 919.12 616.67 $392.45 3,700.00 

TOTAL General Fund  
Receipts*** 

$146,000.72  $120,771.67  $25,229.05 $724,630.00 

% of Full Year Budget 
RECEIVED 

20.1% 16.7%   
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                                     FEBRUARY 28, 2023  
    

 

 Actual        
February 

2023 

Actual     
YTD       
2023 

2nd Month 
Budget 
(16.7%) 

2nd Month 
Budget Rec’d 
Expensed (%) 

General Fund Received 
(Plate/Envelope/Prepaid Pledge/ 
Stock Gift) 

84,262.63 145,081.60 120,155.60 20.1% 

Additional Income received                          
(Thrivent Choice, Interest, Building  
Use, etc.) 

776.12 1,026.91 616.67 27.8% 

Total General Fund Received 85,038.75 146,108.51 120,771.67 20.2% 
     

Board Expensed  
(Discretionary Not Fixed) 

6,418.44 14,496.07 12,876.67 18.7% 

Building/Equipment Expensed  
(Fixed) 

9,029.86 17,554.29 20,127.50 14.5% 

Staff Salaries Expensed  
(Fixed) 

31,798.57 65,384.14 76,478.33 14.2% 

Staff Support Expensed  
(Fixed) 

1,010.65 2,495.27 2,741.67 15.1% 

Mission Support  
(Synod/Local Benevolence) 

8,426.31 14,508.28 12,015.50 20.1% 

Total General Fund Expensed 56,683.83 114,438.05 124,239.67 15.4% 
     

Variance-General Fund  
Received to Expensed  

28,354.92 31,670.46 (3,468.00)  

     

Special Offerings                                  
(Community Meals, Love Fund, Food  
Pantry, Filling Space for Grace,  
Mortgage Reduction, etc.) 

10,731.98 55,589.44   

     

Total Received  
(General + Special) 

94,994.63 200,671.04   
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Continued from page 9 

First Communion 
Palm Sunday, April 2 at 9 am 
 

Please include Adyn Ahlvin, Ella Eccher, Charlotte 
Gerth, Genevieve Horejsi, Henry Knapp, Josie 
LaFollette, Isaac Reyna, Grant Totzke, and Helen  
Watson in your prayers. May they feel God’s 
presence at the Meal that we share together. 

Financial Accounts Balance as of February 28, 2023 
Carrollton Bank Checking $18,254.27 
Carrollton Bank Money Market 280,312.70 
Fidelity Investment—Endowment 285,905.77 
Fidelity Investment 61,630.90 
Total $646,103.64 
 

Fund Accounts Balance as of February 28, 2023 
Allocated Funds (restricted/designated) $320,364.61 
Building Fund 5,490.67 
Carryover Fund 208,513.42 
Endowment Fund 60,449.87 
General/Budget Fund 40,939.57 
Mission Support (Benevolence) 10,345.50 
Total 646,103.64 
 

Faith Center Mortgage—February 28, 2023 
February 1 Principal Balance $335,250.00 
Interest Paid $1,153.70 
Principal Paid $1,099.91 
Additional Principal Paid $800.09 
February 28 Principal Balance $333,350.00 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan Carlson, Treasurer 



11 



12 



13 



14 

Programs for Young Children Happenings: Twenty 
years ago, the congregation at Faith Lutheran 
Church decided to develop an outreach to families 
and children in O'Fallon through preschool 
programming. Services have expanded over the 
years to include playgroups for toddlers and their 
caregivers, as well as parent education and support 
for families with children ages 0-3 via Baby TALK, a 
family support program which includes home visits 
with developmental activities and screenings. 
We’ve served hundreds of children over the years, 
meeting their social, emotional, and educational 
needs through play.  

 

Our developmental, child-centered program allows children to discover the joy of learning and 
the connected worlds of friendship, nature, self-expression and listening. Our daily routines of 
indoor and outdoor free-play, art, snack-time, and group times for stories and music provide a 
predictable framework within which children can feel safe and secure as they explore new 
relationships, new materials, new feelings, and new ideas. Faith PYC is a safe, warm, and 
nurturing environment where learning is exciting because learning is discovering – the child's 
own discoveries. 
 

We look forward to celebrating twenty years of play at our little school with a blessing 
during the 10:30 am service on May 7. Our PYC families will be invited, and our students will 
sing a couple of our favorite songs. After 
the service, there is an open invitation for 
congregation members, PYC current and 
former staff members, PYC alum, and 
current families to come explore our indoor 
and outdoor play spaces and classrooms. 
Artwork will be displayed, and there will be 
doughnuts and coffee offered. Please join 
us!  
 

Sincerely,  
PYC Oversight Committee  
Kristin Flor, PYC Director   
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60’s+ Group 
Wednesday, April 19 at 11:30 am 
Eckert’s Restaurant in Belleville 

 

Age 60 or over? Join us for our monthly 
lunch! Enjoy great fellowship and a meal. 
RSVP to Wendy McDonnell by Sunday,  
April 16. 

Community Meals 
Mondays, April 3, 10, 17, & 24 

5-6:30 pm, Faith Center 
 

Come and enjoy a hot meal prepared for 
you, your family, friends, and anyone else. 
Take-outs are always available. Want to 
volunteer? Contact Betsy Layfield. Please 
spread the word - all are welcome.  

Women’s Book Club 
Tuesday, April 25 
7 pm, FCC 3&4 
 

Read The Lies I Tell by Julie 
Clark and join our 
discussion.  
 

Contact Janet Hernandez if 
you have any questions at 
admincoordinator@faith-
online.org. 

Men’s Book Club 
Wednesday, April 12 
7 pm, John Masur’s home 
 

Read Hidden Mountains: 
Survival and Reckoning 
After a Climb Gone Wrong 
by Michael Wejchert. 
Contact Kevin Eiler or  
Phil Cyr for more 
information. 

Card and Game 
Club  
Wednesday  
May 3 at 6:30 pm 
Faith Center 
 

Please note: We will not meet in April due to 
Holy Week worship services, but we’ll see you 
again in May! Remember, childcare is 
available. 
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One of the annual activities Planning and 
Development organizes is the Leadership 
Retreat. This event includes the church Council 

and staff and is typically led by our board. Each year, our goal is for our church leaders to add 
new skills or come away with new ideas to apply to their boards. In the past we have also 
included collaborative planning which has resulted in developing an action plan to be 
accomplished in a year or two. 
 

This year we will build the program around Faith’s theme of “Year of Invitation.” We hope our 
leaders will come away with a renewed connection to their ministries and will have an 
increased confidence in inviting others into those ministries. We plan to meet on August 19 at 
the church. 
 

Steve Frederickson 
Planning & Development Board Chair 

Worship and Music Pastor Call 
Committee Update 
 

Our Ministry Site Profile (MSP) was completed 
and sent to Council along with the list of Call 
Committee Members. Council approved both on 
February 24, 2023. 
 

On February 25, 2023, the MSP was submitted to 
the Synod. The Worship and Music Job 
Description was also sent to Pastor Sandlin, 
Assistant to the Bishop and our call liaison. 
 

The following people have been endorsed by the council to serve on the Call Committee for the 
Worship and Music Pastor at Faith, and were commissioned on Sunday, March 12, 2023:  Sheri 
Engel (serving as the committee chair), Karl Buch, Penny Cooper, Lilly Knapp, Roger Rader, 
Amber Rogers, Mike Skrabacz, Scott Sill, and Kie Zelms.  
 

Pastor Sandlin met with the Call Committee on March 16, 2023, to review the call process.   
 

On March 17, 2023, we were notified that the Bishop approved our MSP and that it has been 
posted to the ELCA website for Candidates to access. 
 

Please pray for the Call Committee and for God to send the right Worship and Music Pastor 
candidate to us! 
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Happy Easter to Faith Lutheran and the World!  
 

This month we welcome Kristin Runyan, who took over the Children’s 
Music program. She will lead our young musicians in choir and 
chimes for the next couple of months. Jamie Keys resigned in March 
and Kristin graciously stepped up to lead our young people. The 
rehearsal date has changed to Sunday evenings from 5-6 pm. 
Depending on the status of the Call for the Worship & Music Pastor, 
Kristin may continue directing in the Fall. Contact Kristin Runyan if 
you’d like to have your kiddos join. 

 

*********** 
 

I KNOW there is musical talent in our congregation! We have such awesome music programs, 
I’m sure there are people hiding in the congregation who’d love a chance to join Choir, 
Handbells, or the Praise Team. Choir and Praise are very much in need of singers and 
instrumentalists. You don’t have to be “good;” you just need a faithful heart for music to come 
participate in our groups. We’ll support you, your voice, the learning of instruments, your 
passion.  
 

The Choir has had several members with health issues or who’ve just grown too senior to sing 
any longer. We need younger blood to come and sing with them. I recommend anyone who is 
junior high age or older to come and spend time with the group. You’ll LOVE IT! Please talk 
with Heidi Buch about joining. They rehearse Thursdays at 6:45 pm. 
 

Praise has seen many changes over the past few years: several directors, military people 
moving in and out, and the loss of a full contemporary service. The Praise Team works as an 
ensemble during this time. While the team loves bringing contemporary music to Faith, there is 
little room for anyone to get sick or take vacation due to the few musicians in the group. The 
team invites YOU to participate on guitar, bass, percussion, vocalists, keyboardists, or other 
instruments. We also have congas, a drum kit, shakers – several types of percussion 
instruments. Please talk with Roz Stevens about joining the team. They rehearse Thursdays at 
7:30 pm. 
 

The first step to joining is taking that first step. Come visit 
our music groups. We are the heart of worship. 
 

In Christ, 
Eunice Peterson & Gretchen Best 
Worship & Music Board 
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Hebrews Study 
Sundays at 9 am, FCC 3&4 
 

Join us as we study Hebrews with the study guide by N.T. Wright. The 
paperback study guide can be purchased from Amazon for $11.99 new, or, if 
you would like a used copy, there are multiple choices for about $6. If you 
have any questions, please contact Doreen Klages. 

Katie’s Table Women’s Bible Study 
Mondays at 6:30 pm, Library 
 

Pick up a copy of Ten Women of the Bible by Max Lucado (available 
through Amazon and other retailers), and join our discussion. 

God Does Heal Today! 
 

John Hellrung continues the spring study on 

healing, diving deeper into Biblical models of 

praying and teaching how to perform healing 

prayer and serve on prayer teams. The 

culmination of this class will be a healing 

service at a date and time to be determined 

and increased use of healing prayer in our life 

at Faith. (Note: completion of the class does not commit you to participating in the healing 

service or serving on a prayer team). If you missed the first part of the course, it's not too late! 

Please feel free to join the class, and John will quickly review the first part of the course. 
 

We’ll meet at 8 am in Classrooms 3 and 4 on April 23, 30 and May 7, 14 and 21. We will finish 

each week in time for the 9 am service. 
 

Contact John Hellrung if you have questions. 

God Does Heal Today! 
 

Sundays at 8 am in FCC 3&4  
April 23 & 30, May 7, 14, & 21 
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Welcome To Your Library 
 

Come in and visit our Christian library.  
 

 801 Questions Kids Ask About God by Focus on the Family 
Resource. Some of the authors include Dr. Bruce B. Barton, 
Rick Osborne, and David R. Veerman. Mr. Osborne has raised 
three children who are questioneers. This book is an easy read. 
Page after page was helpful to address questions and give the answers. Can read this 
before the children start asking questions or read to them and watch them ponder the 
answers.     

     

 Speaking the Truth in Love by Ruth N Koch and Kenneth C. Haugk. How to be an assertive 
Christian, isn’t this a good lesson to learn? Ephesians 4:15, “Speaking the truth in love, we 
will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” This book can tell you 
how to handle anger and criticism. You’ll learn practical ways to relate to others with 
greater honesty, compassion, and respect.    

 

 Revelation and the End of All Things by Craig R. Koester. Koester presents this message in a 
clear, engaging, and meaningful understanding to modern readers. The author leads 
readers through the entire book of Revelation, keeping in mind the situations of the first 
century and current times.      

 

Your Faith Librarians, 
Barbie Hollis and Dara Voss 

Sermon Deep Dive 
Sundays - 11:30 am -  Sanctuary 
 

Join Pastor Candice after the late 
service to dive into the Easter 
scriptures and how to make use of 
them in our daily lives. Each week is 
fully encapsulated, so you can come 
as often as you're able. Childcare 
will be available! 
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Amazing Support for COTA for Graham!       

 

If you would like to help the Engels out, 
we are looking for volunteers to: 

 Be a day-of volunteer to help hand 
out supplies, check people in, solicit 
donations, etc. 

 Write thank-you notes to donors 
and sponsors. 

 Use your graphic design skills and 
writing skills to help with Facebook 
and website information.  

Continued on page 21 
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Continued from page 20 

O’Fallon Food Pantry 
 

The food pantry served 164 families in February - 310 adults and 139 
children, for a total of 449 people. The pantry spent $7,657.61 for food, 
and was open 12 days in February. 
 

The food pantry thanks all those who help us with food items and bags. 
Please remember that only non-perishable food items and paper bags 

should be placed in the little red wagon in the Foyer. If you have non-food items that you wish 
to donate to the Township’s monthly garage sale that benefits the food pantry, please take 
those items directly to the Township garage in back of the Township Building.  
 

God’s Blessings, Marjorie Ballard 

New Small Group for Older Singles 
 

We had a great lunch on Sunday, March 19, and 
plan to meet on the 4th Sunday of the month 
after late worship for lunch and fellowship. 
Mark your calendar for April 23, and watch the 
Weekly Reminder and bulletin for updates! We 
will also have periodic outings. Please join us as 
we plan events. 
 

Questions? Contact Janet Alexander or Janet 
Hernandez. 

Follow COTA for Activities on Social Media Outlets and get email updates: 
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/COTAForGraham      
 Website: www.COTAforGraham.com  
 Reach out to cotaforgraham@gmail.com to volunteer or to be added 

to our monthly update email list. You can also text or call Christina 
Farmer at 618-978-6420. 

 

The Children’s Organ Transplant Association (COTA) is a national 501(c)3 charity dedicated to 
organizing and guiding communities in raising funds for transplant-related expenses as out-of-
pocket expenses can add up to tens of thousands of dollars annually for transplant families. 
Lifetime totals often exceed $1,000,000. In cases where a shortfall exists, COTA helps bridge 
the financial gap. One hundred percent of all funds raised for COTA in honor of patients assists 
with transplant-related expenses.  

https://www.facebook.com/COTAForGraham
http://www.COTAforGraham.com
mailto:cotaforgraham@gmail.com
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Please notify the church office if any of  
these names can be taken off the list. 

Grieving:  
Family & friends of Gary Knolhoff 
Anita Snyder, loss of niece 
Pat Johnson, loss of nephew and aunt 
Kim Slaton & family, loss of father 
Family and friends of Judy Dichsen 
Andrew Gibb-Clark & family, loss of  
       grandmother and grandfather 
Tori Rogers & family, loss of aunt 
Family & friends of Christen Reinert 
Victoria Dowling, loss of mother 
John Graham & family, loss of step-father 
Family & friends of Kathleen Worthen 
Family & friends of Candy Stender 
Jack Riling & family, loss of brother 
Rosalind Stevens, loss of mother 
Family & friends of Bob Snyder 
Scott Framsted & family, loss of mother 
Sheila Buch & family, loss of sister 
Family & friends of Mary Lund 
Family & friends of Marlene Austen 

Health Concerns: 
Alison Gill, Ross Hall, Jackie Mitchell, Marvin 
and Monica Groothuis, Vern Welter, Joslyn 
Anderson, Geri Hughes, Gracie Ware, Jason 
Larson, Janet Middendorf, Graham Engel, Pat 
Schultz, Debbie Lands, Marie Blanchard, Jimmy 
Kionka, Jane Bergo, Greg Dhaene, Diane Riling, 
Diane Runyan, Wendy McDonnell, Kie Zelms 

Giving to Faith 
scan this code  

Child care is available Sundays from birth to 
five years old during all worship services! 
Contact Kristin Howe with your questions at 
nurserymanager@faith-online.org.  

Child Care 

April 23 
Noisy Offering Supports 

ELCA - Eastern Europe Crisis 
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Severe Weather 
 

If there is severe weather on a 
Sunday morning and you are 
a worship volunteer, your 
safety is the most important 
thing. Use your best 
judgment! Cancellations and/
or scheduling changes for Faith Lutheran 
Church can be found:  
 

Website: www.faith-online.org 
Faith Lutheran Church Facebook page 
Television: Channels 4, 5, and FOX 

2023 Flowers and Eternal Candles  
 

The sign-up chart is outside Janet’s office.  
Flowers - $30 for two vases  

Eternal Candle - $25 for the month 

Apr 4 Ken & Jane Bergo, 58 years 
Apr 10 Leonard & Delores Wojtysiak,            

19 years 
Apr 21 Jacob & Melanie Curtis, 16 years 
Apr 25 Jonathan & Jenna Tidball, 8 years 
Apr 27 Ken & Susan Voss, 49 years 
Apr 28 Bruce & Jane Bossart, 33 years 
Apr 28 Michael & Kathleen Pritchett,            

50 years 

Apr 1 Becky Knapp 
Apr 2 Darlene Brunner, Peter Casberg, 

Charlotte Kraus 
Apr 7 Serena Ahlvin, Lidia Flor 
Apr 8 Gavin Benedick, Clara Brinkmeier, 

JoAnne Sukus 
Apr 10 Vance Davis, Judy Mack, Barb 

Turkington, Leah Haskett, Jerren 
Fulcher 

Apr 11 Paul Jinks, Will Totzke 
Apr 12 Amber Rogers, Andrew Ord, Braedon 

Spicer 
Apr 13 Fiona Flor 
Apr 15 Danielle Powers 
Apr 16 Mark Runyan 
Apr 17 Katelyn Burton, Kelly Buch 
Apr 18 Rob Hyatt 
Apr 20 Gloria Souser, Claire Totzke, 

Samantha Curtis 
Apr 21 Sidney Benedick 
Apr 22 Graham Engel, Jordan Howe, Joshua 

Flor 
Apr 23 Emma Graham, Pete Wolf 
Apr 24 Kristin Runyan 
Apr 25 Mike McCoy 
Apr 27 Adam King, Eric Souser 
Apr 28 Jonas Perry 
Apr 29 Dawn Cooper, Vi Huning 
Apr 30 Ken Bergo  
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Faith Lutheran Church 
520 E Highway 50 
O’Fallon IL  62269 

Church Office Hours  
Monday - Friday  
9 am - 3 pm 
618-632-5562 
 

Sunday Worship   
9 am and 10:30 am 
Sunday School at 9 am 
Sermon Deep Dive at 11:30 am 
 

www.faith-online.org 
faith@faith-online.org 
 

Ministers: People of Faith 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Candice Wassell 
 

Newsletter articles due the  
3rd Sunday of the month 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Wendy McDonnell 


