
  

March 2023 

Lenten Midweek Begins Wednesday, March 1 
Dinner at 6 pm     Worship at 7 pm 

Be Like Jesus is only a few weeks 
away! We are still in need of 
volunteers and financial support. 
If you are interested in being a 
driver, adult-small group 
chaperone, or service project 
volunteer, please contact Jenny 
Roberts! Financial donations can 
be put in the offering plate or 
submitted through online giving. 
Any and all help is greatly 
appreciated! 
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            Grace and Peace to you! 

 
And blessings on your Lenten journey. By the time you read this, you should be well on your 
way into the 40-day journey toward the cross. You probably know, or have ideas, about why a 
40-day journey is significant. But for those who would like a reminder, there are several 
reasons why we are called to a 40-day fast.  
 

First and foremost, the 40 days are a reflection of the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness of 
temptation (Matthew 4:1-11). For those 40 days, Jesus fasted and fought the temptations the 
devil placed before him. So, we do likewise – we fast as we are able and we repent of those 
temptations we have fallen into.  
 

Second, we recall the 40 years the Israelites spent in the wilderness between slavery in Egypt 
and freedom in Canaan. In that time, they were totally dependent on God for their daily 
survival. God provided them manna and protection as they wondered in this liminal space. So, 
we do likewise – we totally depend on God through prayer and supplication. 
 

The number 40 connects these two stories with our Lenten journey. But there is something 
else that connects these two stories to Lent – the wilderness. The wilderness is a teaching and 
shaping tool in both these stories. It’s where God creates a new thing. For the Israelites, they 
had to learn how NOT to be slaves. They had to learn to depend on God, rather than Pharaoh. 
For Jesus, God’s creative work wasn’t being done in his Son, but in us. Watching Jesus fast in 
the wilderness creates a new awareness in us of who Jesus is and why God sent him.  
 

But perhaps the most compelling thing to know about the wilderness is the meaning of the 
word itself. In Hebrew, the word for wilderness can be translated to mean, “land beyond 
words.” And it’s fitting to understand it this way because when we are in the wilderness of 
trials and temptation in our own lives, we are without words that make sense. We are not the 
people we were before the wilderness, and we are not yet the people we will be after the 
wilderness. There are no words yet to describe us. So, we must, as the Israelites did, rely totally 
on God to speak to and for us. To make us who we are and to bring us through our trials and 
temptations.  
 

And so for Lent, we willingly enter into a “land beyond words,” and reflect on what it means to 
be totally dependent on God. We remind ourselves that we are “captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves” and we need Jesus to redeem us from ourselves through the cross.  
 

It’s a tough fast, for sure. But there is manna given to us during Lent. Manna in the form of 
prayer, mid-week meals and worship, and fellowship with one another – all things that 

Continued on page 3 
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“Out of Sight” 
 

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. As 
long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can 
work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” After saying this, he spit on the 
ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash 
in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home 
seeing. His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same 
man who used to sit and beg?” Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like 
him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 
He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to 
Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” “Where is this man?” they asked 
him. “I don’t know,” he said.     John 9:1-12  
 

Each person brings different and diverse gifts to the faith community. This gospel is about a 
man born blind who is given sight, and about some who can see but are blind. If you look more 
closely, you’ll see that there’s more than what meets the eye. 
 

Why was the man born blind? Why is there suffering, illness, and disease in the world? The 
common wisdom of the day said it was because someone had sinned - either the man or his 
parents. If something bad happens, surely I deserved it or brought it upon myself. 
 

Jesus rejects this way of seeing things. Maybe some good can come from our blindness, our 
disabilities, and our vulnerabilities. When we are most “out of sight,” so to speak, the eyes of 
our hearts are most open to light and healing. As Helen Keller said, “The best and most 
beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched, they must be felt in the 
heart.” (Mueller, 2010) 
 

We are blind when we believe that we alone hold the truth, or when we are unable to see 
someone else’s point of view. We are blind when our convictions about life, love, politics, or 

Continued on page 4 

strengthen and encourage us to keep the fast and learn something NEW about ourselves and 
God in this time of honest reflection.  
 

Peace and Joy, 
Pastor Candice Wassell 
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I feel Spring in the air! Ok, maybe it is just wishful thinking as we all 
enjoyed 60-degree weather in early February! It was great to get 
outside for a lovely walk and then work on some transplanting of 

houseplants. I can’t wait for spring – good weather, walks, and getting my hands in the dirt!  
 

That Spring-like weather and a little nudge from Mike 
and Bill to get out on a beautiful day helped me 
reconnect to the Rise and Shine group. Once the weather 
warms up, we will meet every Saturday morning at 8 am 
on the MCT trail across from Fulton Jr. High. We gather 
for prayer, walking/running/skating/biking together, and 
some great discussions/fellowship. All are welcome to 
join us! We are a very welcoming group. Since we don’t 
know when we will officially begin meeting on Saturdays, 
I highly recommend joining us virtually on Group Me 
now. This is where we communicate with each other so we know who to look for on the 

Continued on page 5 

the world are so rigid that what people see in us is arrogance, pride, and hypocrisy. We are 
blind when we close our eyes to the suffering and injustice in the world. (Mueller, 2010) 
 

Jesus anoints the man’s eyes and tells him to wash in the pool of Siloam, and he regains his 
sight. You can see how this became a story about baptism. The early church called baptism 
“enlightenment” and “illumination.” Like the blind man, when we wash in the healing and 
cleansing waters of baptism, our eyes are opened and we learn to see in new ways. (Mueller, 
2010)   
 

Jesus IS the source of our vision, the light of the world. And WE are children of God, beautiful 
in God’s eyes. May that good news shine in our hearts and our eyes as we sing! 
 

Let us pray using a hymn stanza by John Marriott: 
Christ, who once came to bring,  
on your redeeming wing, healing and sight; 
health to the troubled mind, sight where illusions blind; 
oh, now to humankind let there be light. 

                             

Blessings, peace, love ‘n joy, 
Jeannie VanderKruik, Congregational President 
 

Mueller, C.M., Soli Deo Gloria:  Choir Devotions for Year A, 2010, MN:  Augsburg Fortress, pp 48. 
“God, Whose Almighty Word” (ELW 673)  
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Saturdays we meet (we don’t want to leave anyone behind), and of course, 
to encourage each other. Click on the QR Code and join us online, then join 
us when we start meeting again on Saturdays.   
 

While we wait for Spring to come, we can begin our Lenten journey! There 
are plenty of ways to engage this Lenten Season:  
 

On Sundays, beyond all the children education Faith has, we have two adult Sunday classes 
happening – Hebrews and Entering the Passion of Jesus. Pop into one of them and see what 
adult education looks like. Adult Faith Formation looks forward to growing more Adult Sunday 
Classes. Also, don’t forget about the Deep Dives that happen at 11:30 am. We are wrapping up 
Does God Heal Today? with John Hellrung, so pop in for his last class on March 5, and watch 
for what comes next with Deep Dives.  
 

On Mondays, we have a Women’s Bible Study (Katie’s Table) that meets at 6:30 pm. You 
could enjoy a meal at Community Meals and then head over to Bible Study in the Martin 
Luther Library. I know the ladies will welcome you with open arms. Of course, if you are a 
musician, Paul and Robyn Runyan have Triumphant Brass and Faithful Flutes practice going on. 
If those interest you, I can help you connect with them and see how to get involved. 
 

On Tuesdays, Torah Club continues to meet and grow. This is a group that you can’t just pop 
into, but if you would like to learn more about Torah Club, let me know and I will connect you 
to Cleta Knoebel.  
 

On Wednesdays, Men’s Bible Study meets at Bob Evans at 7 am! Again, this is a growing 
group and will welcome more gentlemen into their fold. We also have our Lenten mid-week 
supper and worship – Baptized, All The Time – join us for a soup supper at 6 pm followed by 
worship at 7 pm. Each supper is sponsored by a specific group raising money for a special 
ministry.  
 

On Thursdays, it is MUSIC NIGHT! Starting at 5:45 pm, music is happening for children and 
adults. I know they are all getting ready for special music for Easter, so if you have an interest 
in music, come in on Thursday evening and find out how you can get engaged. Fit4God is on a 
break during Lent, but watch for details on our next session.  
 

Whew, Fridays and Saturdays are generally periodic special events and a 
time to wind the week down so we are refreshed for worship and another 
week starting on Sunday! To find out what adult education and small group 
ministries are happening, click on this QR Code to go straight to Adult Faith 
Formation’s webpage. 
 

Janet Hernandez, AdminCoordinator  
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High School volunteers helping with Be Like Jesus 
will have a special training on Saturday, March 18 
from 11 am-1 pm. Lunch will be provided. Small 
group leaders will learn their color group 
assignments, and team training games will be 
played. 
 

We have a special Easter Family Event on Palm Sunday, April 2. There will be an art activity to 
complete the Lenten tin devotions that were distributed on Shrove Tuesday, a dessert to 
decorate, and a small petting zoo! Join us between services from 10-10:30 am in the Faith 
Center.  

Art Camps are back this summer in June! There will be three camps: Preschool (June 5-7), 
Kindergarten-2nd grade (June 19-21), and 3rd-5th grade (June 26-28). These are free camps for 
the children of Faith to experience art with materials and projects they may have never used 
before. An art show will take place on the last day of art camp for each age group to share the 
projects they worked on with families and friends! Registration will be available on the Faith 
website.  
 

I am excited to share that Vacation Bible School is moving to June this year! Join us June 12-15 
for a week of Operation Restoration. The theme for the week will be “mending God’s world.” 
The children will learn about how we can feed, heal, and pray for God’s world. Dinner will be 
available for all participants for the first three days of VBS. Please note that VBS is only four 
days this year! We will have three days of regular VBS for the kids, and a party on Thursday, 
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First Communion Classes  
for 5th Graders and Older  
 
Begins Sunday, March 5 
9 am - Youth House 

June 15 for the whole family. Food trucks will be on site for families to purchase dinner, and a 
frozen treat will be provided for all. 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers who continue to make our programs and events at Faith a huge 
success! Without you, all of this would not be possible. If you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact me and I will help you find a place to fit in! 
 

Jenny Roberts, Youth Director 

Continued from page 6 
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JANUARY 31, 2023 
 

 
 

NOTES:   
*The $53,529.72 of Pledged Giving is $1,452.22 more than the Budgeted (Expected) amount of 
$52,077.50 through January 31.    
 

**The Other Income category above includes Building Use Fees, Checking Account Interest, 
Credit Card Awards, and Thrivent Choice Dollars.   
 

***Total General Fund Income was $634.37 more than the Budgeted (Expected) amount and 
was 8.4% of the Yearly expected amount.  The “straight line” expected amount (1/12 of yearly 
budget) would be 8.3%  
 

Designated/Restricted Funds (Select Funds only) Received January 1-31, 2023 
Building Repair/Maintenance Fund - $328; Community Meals - $509; Love Fund - $565;  
COTA (for Graham) - $788; Programs for Young Children (PYC) - $8,600; Youth Ministry - $520  
 

The January Noisy offering for the Kharchenko family raised $943.15 which was matched/
added to by Outward Ministry allocations to total $2,000, which will be provided to the family.        
  

Respectfully Submitted,  
Jan Mikkelson, Financial Secretary 

 
GENERAL FUND  

RECEIPTS 

2023 
January 31 

ACTUAL 

2023 
January 31 
BUDGETED 

Difference of 
ACTUAL to 

BUDGET 

2023 
Full Year  
BUDGET 

Pledged Giving* $53,529.72 $52,077.50 $1,452.22 $624,930.00 

Non-Pledged Giving 6,405.00 7,083.33 (678.33) 85,000.00 

Plate Offering 884.25 916.67 (32.42) 11,000.00 

Total General Fund  
Offerings 

$60,818.97 $60,077.50 $741.47 $720,930.00 

Other Income** 201.23 308.33 (107.10) 3,700.00 

TOTAL General Fund  
Income*** 

$61,020.20  $60,385.83  $634.37 $724,630.00 

% of Full Year Budget  
RECEIVED 

8.4% 8.3%   
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                                    JANUARY 31, 2023  
     

 
   

 Actual         
January  

2023 

Actual     
YTD       
2023 

1st Month 
Budget 
(8.3%) 

1st Month 
Budget Rec’d  
Expensed (%) 

General Fund Received 
(Plate/Envelope/Prepaid Pledge/ 
Stock Gift) 

$60,818.97 $60,818.97 $60,077.50 8.4% 

Additional Income received                          
(Thrivent Choice, Interest, Building  
Use, etc.) 

250.79 250.79 308.33 6.8% 

Total General Fund Received $61,069.76 $61,069.76 $60,385.83 8.4% 
     

Board Expensed  
(Discretionary Not Fixed) 

$8,077.63 $8,077.63 $6,438.33 10.5% 

Building/Equipment Expensed  
(Fixed) 

8,524.43 8,524.43 10,063.75 7.1% 

Staff Salaries Expensed  
(Fixed) 

33,585.57 33,585.57 38,239.17 7.3% 

Staff Support Expensed  
(Fixed) 

1,484.62 1,484.62 1,370.83 9.0% 

Mission support  
(Synod/Local Benevolence) 

6,081.97 6,081.97 6,007.75 8.4% 

Total General Fund Expensed $57,754.22 $57,754.22 $62,119.83 7.7% 
     

Variance-General Fund  
Received to Expensed  

$3,315.54 $3,315.54 ($1,734.00)  

     

Special Offerings                                 
(Community Meals, Love Fund, Food 
Pantry, Filling Space for Grace, etc.) 

$44,857.46 $44,857.46   

     

Total Received  
(General + Special) 

$105,676.43 $105,676.43   
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Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan Carlson, Treasurer 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS BALANCE as of January 31, 2023  

Carrollton Bank Checking  $10,555.59 

Carrollton Bank Money Market    263,824.59 

Fidelity Investment - Endowment 61,325.13 

Fidelity Investment 288,378.84 

                                                                                        TOTAL $624,084.15 

FUND ACCOUNTS BALANCE as of January 31, 2023  

Allocated Funds (restricted/designated)  $328,688.48 

Building Fund        3,177.27 

Carryover Fund    209,013.42 

Endowment Fund 60,449.87 

General/Budget Fund 10,607.32 

Mission Support (Benevolence) 12,147.79 

                                                                                        TOTAL $624,084.15 

FAITH CENTER MORTGAGE - January 31, 2023  

January 1 Principal Balance  $338,400.00 

Interest Paid        1,165.60 

Principal Paid    1,088.01 

Additional Principal Paid 2,061.99 

January 31 Principal Balance $335,250.00 
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Thrivent Members 
 

If you own Thrivent financial products, you 
have an opportunity to direct 2022 Choice 
Dollars to non-profits, such as PYC, Unity 
School, Faith Lutheran Church, etc. 
  

You must make this selection prior to  
March 31, 2023 for any remaining 2022 
Choice Dollars. Don’t miss the chance to 
support your favorite organization with a 
nice contribution. You may call Thrivent at  
1-800-847-4836, or go online:  
  

 Go to Thrivent.com 
 Log in 
 Click ‘Membership Overview’ 
 Scroll down to Thrivent Choice 
 Click ‘Direct Choice Dollars’ 
 On the Choice Dollar Screen, choose either 

a previous Organization or enter a new 
Organization 

 Follow instructions 

Dear Faith Lutheran Church: 
 

Lutheran Child and Family Services of Illinois 
(LCFS) would like to thank you for your 
support. Please know that your 
thoughtfulness and generous donations to 
our clients for Christmas are greatly 
appreciated. Again, thank you from the staff 
and clients of LCFS. 
 

Blessings!!! 
Wanda Rollins, Office Supervisor 

Dear Jeannie and all the Saints at Faith, 
 

Thank you for your ministry and your recent 
contributions of mission support, which 
witnesses to our shared ministry in Jesus’ 
name. Your mission support ensures that 
congregations, their leaders, and ministers 
are cared for, and that the proclamation of 
the good news we know in Jesus continues in 
established congregations and kindles new 
communities of faith. Thank you for your 
partnership in this work of God’s kingdom! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Elise Rothfusz and the C/SIS Mission 
Support & Stewardship Education Committee 

Midweek Lenten Meal 
Wednesdays at 6 pm 
Faith Center 
 

March 1: Worship & Music 
March 8: Be Like Jesus 
March 15: Outward Ministry for Ukraine 
March 22: Adult Faith Formation 
March 29: Youth Mission Trip 
 

Joins us for soup and salad followed by 
worship in the sanctuary at 7 pm. 
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The Faith Lutheran Planning and Development 
Board (P&D) prepares the Strategic Plan as part 
of its responsibilities set forth in Faith’s 
Constitution and bylaws. The Plan is designed to inform the congregation of the reasoning and 
direction the church plans to pursue in serving God in His world. The plan is a compilation of 
where the congregation has been in the recent past, the basis of where we are currently, and a 
forecast of where we think God is leading us in the future. 
 

The leaders of the congregation, including the Pastoral and Program/Support Staff, the Church 
Council, the Executive Committee of the Council, and Board and Committee chairs use the 
Strategic Plan as a guide during the year. It is updated each year in conjunction with Faith’s 
budget process. After the congregation’s budget is approved at the annual Voter’s Meeting in 
November, the Planning and Development Board finalizes the budget projections and other 
details of the plan.   
 

The plan consists of the Strategic Plan Methodology, Vision and Values, Faith Lutheran 
Overview, Ministry Environment, Long Range Goals/Future Challenges, and a Summary and 
Recommendations. We also included appendices containing a wealth of information like recent 
survey results, plus the detail for the five-year Financial Plan. It is posted on the church website 
for all to read. 
 

I encourage you to read the Strategic Plan (QR Code  )of our 
congregation and provide any comments for content or suggestions for 
improvements. We are also interested in you joining us to assist in 
planning for Faith’s future. Just let myself, Steve Frederickson, or Bill 
Souser know of your interest, and we will be glad to talk to you about this 
important board. 
 

Steve Frederickson 
Planning & Development Board Chair 

Celebration of Life - Yours! 
 

It’s time to have that hard conversation. We put it off. Why is it so hard? Let’s give our spouse, 
our children, our loved ones, a gift. Let’s be prepared when the Lord calls us home. Have you 
thought about the hymns you love? What about the Bible passages that have inspired you and 
given you hope? How do you want your life celebrated at Faith? Pastor Candice has created a 
simple questionnaire for you to complete NOW to help your family. A link will be provided in 
the weekly reminders during March, but you can also get a hard copy of the questionnaire at 
the Welcome Center. Fill it out as best you can, and then drop it off in the office to be placed in 
your family file. Your loved ones will thank you!  

file:///C:/Users/jimandwendy/Documents/Faith%20Lutheran%20Church/Newsletter/2023/03%20Mar/P&amp;D.docx#_SUMMARY_AND_RECOMMENDATIONS#_SUMMARY_AND_RECOMMENDATIONS
file:///C:/Users/jimandwendy/Documents/Faith%20Lutheran%20Church/Newsletter/2023/03%20Mar/P&amp;D.docx#_SUMMARY_AND_RECOMMENDATIONS#_SUMMARY_AND_RECOMMENDATIONS
file:///C:/Users/jimandwendy/Documents/Faith%20Lutheran%20Church/Newsletter/2023/03%20Mar/P&amp;D.docx#_SUMMARY_AND_RECOMMENDATIONS#_SUMMARY_AND_RECOMMENDATIONS
file:///C:/Users/jimandwendy/Documents/Faith%20Lutheran%20Church/Newsletter/2023/03%20Mar/P&amp;D.docx#_SUMMARY_AND_RECOMMENDATIONS#_SUMMARY_AND_RECOMMENDATIONS
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Music Rehearsals on Thursday Night 
 

5:45 pm - Senior Bells (Sanctuary)      
6:45 pm - Choir (Choir Room)   

7:30 pm - Praise Band (Sanctuary) 
 

Bells and Praise Band directed by Rosalind Stevens. 
Choir directed by Heidi Buch. 

Children’s Music Rehearsals on Thursday Night 
2nd through 6th Grade Youth 

 

6:15-6:45 pm  Choir (Choir Room) 
6:45-7:15 pm  Chimes (Sanctuary) 

 

For more information, contact Jamie Keys at  
musicassistant@faith-online.org. 

 
Lenten Greetings from Worship & Music Board, 
  
The Worship & Music Board sends a big THANK YOU to all who voted positively toward the 
new Worship & Music Pastor at the January Special Congregational Meeting. We know this is a 
big step for Faith – and it takes a lot of FAITH to trust that God has our future in His hands. We 
are positive this decision will grow our music programs and bring more people to Faith because 
of our music.  
 

We welcome Heidi Buch, who stepped forward to direct Faith’s Choir for the interim. We also 
welcome Roz Stevens, who stepped forward to lead the Senior Bells and Faithful Praise Band. 
We know the change in directorship was abrupt, but we are thrilled to have wonderful 
members who can carry us forward until we call a Worship & Music Pastor.  
 

With all the changes, Scott Sill and Eunice Peterson have not had time to gather music for our 
small music Jam Sessions. We’ll be working on this – stay tuned. 
 

If anyone has questions or concerns, about any of these things, please contact or speak to 
Eunice.  
 

In Christ, 
Eunice Peterson & Gretchen Best 
Worship & Music Board 
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Programs for Young Children Happenings: At PYC, we are blessed 
with a strong, loving community. Our students show up eager to 
learn and play each day, our parents are wonderfully supportive, the 
teachers and staff continuously go above and beyond, and you, the 
people of Faith, generously offer prayers and financial gifts that benefit our school. We hope 
you know how grateful we are for the recent donations that have been made to our school.  
 

As we look forward to the next school year, we would love to replenish our Scholarship and 
Classroom Funds. The Scholarship Fund allows us to offer tuition assistance to qualifying 
families, enabling us to reach students who may not otherwise have the opportunity to learn 
and play in a loving, Christ-centered environment such as PYC. The Classroom Funds will help 
us transform our indoor play spaces and classrooms with new toys, books, and manipulatives 
that inspire creativity and learning.  
 

To meet these goals, we will host our second annual Dance-a-
Thon fundraiser for our students. The kids will dance the day 
away on March 15 and 16, and we would love for you to consider 
sponsoring them! It’s quite simple: donations of any size are 
welcome and can be made by cash, check to Faith Lutheran PYC, 
or through the Giving Tab at www.faith-online.org. If you donate 
online, please be sure to select Programs for Young Children. This 
event will be our BIGGEST FUNDRAISER of the year! All sponsors 
will receive an exclusive video link sent by email showcasing the 
Dance-a-Thon in action. Prepare your devices - it’s sure to be 
cuteness overload!  

 

While we’re asking for help, do you know of any young 
families looking for a great preschool? Please be sure 
to direct them to our website at www.faithpyc.com for 
information about registering for the 2023-2024 school 
year. Enrollment is now open, and we only have a few 
slots left! Thank you for helping our ministry to young 
families continue to thrive. 
 

Sending love and light to the people of Faith!  
 

Sincerely,  
PYC Oversight Committee  
Kristin Flor, PYC Director   

http://www.faith-online.org
http://www.faithpyc.com
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60’s+ Group 
Wednesday, March 15 at 11:30 am 

Eckert’s Restaurant in Belleville 
 

Age 60 or over? Join us for our monthly 
lunch! Enjoy great fellowship and a meal. 
RSVP to Wendy McDonnell by Sunday, 
March 12. 

Community Meals 
Mondays, March 6, 13, 20, and 27 

5-6:30 pm, Faith Center 
 

Come and enjoy a hot meal prepared for 
you, your family, friends, and anyone else. 
Take-outs are always available. Want to 
volunteer? Contact Betsy Layfield. Please 
spread the word - all are welcome.  

Women’s Book Club 
Tuesday, March 28 
7 pm, FCC 3&4 
 

Read The Measure by Nikki 
Erlick and join our 
discussion.  
 

Contact Janet Hernandez if 
you have any questions at 
admincoordinator@faith-
online.org. 

Men’s Book Club 
To Be Announced 
 

Please check the bulletin and weekly reminder 
for the next book and meeting date. Contact 
Kevin Eiler or Phil Cyr for more information. 

Monthly Card  
Club  
Wednesday,  
May 3 at 6:30 pm 
Faith Center 
 

Please note: We will 
not meet in March and April due to Midweek  
Lenten meals and worship services. We’ll see 
you again in May! 
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Six-Week Lenten Study 
Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week 
Sundays at 9 am, FCC 1&2 
 

Join us during Lent for this six-week study as we learn about the history 
of the last days before the crucifixion by author, professor, and biblical 
scholar Dr. Amy-Jill Levine. Dr. Levine brings her authentic knowledge of 
Judaism in the first century, as well as her own Jewish heritage to 
inform her writings.  She brings insight to the scriptures from the 
historical perspective of the essential Jewishness of Jesus and how that 
contributes to the understanding of the Passion journey. 
 

Using Dr. Levine’s book, as well as a short video each class, we will 
explore the biblical texts surrounding the Passion story and consider how the Bible’s accounts 
raise ethical and spiritual questions for us as we all face risk in our Christian experience. 
 

Order your book on Amazon, or contact Stacie Dichsen if you have questions or need 
assistance getting a book. 

 

Hebrews Study 
Sundays at 9 am, FCC 3&4 
 

Join us as we study Hebrews with the study guide by N.T. Wright. The 
paperback study guide can be purchased from Amazon for $11.99 new, or, if 
you would like a used copy, there are multiple choices for about $6. If you 
have any questions, please contact Doreen Klages. 

Katie’s Table Women’s Bible Study 
Mondays at 6:30 pm, Library 
 

Pick up a copy of Ten Women of the Bible by Max Lucado (available 
through Amazon and other retailers), and join our discussion. 
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Welcome to the Church Library! 
 

The Martin Luther Library has an assortment of books to help 
answer questions. Is it right to ask for what you want? Historically, 
how did we get to 2023? These books, and other ones, could help. 
Give them a read and search for answers. A sampling of books 
available are by Bruce Wilkinson, Robert C. Leslie, and Bernard 
Lewis: 
 

 The Prayer of Jabez by Bruce Wilkinson. In his breakthrough series, Wilkinson asks a 
question. Do you want to be abundantly blessed by God? This book talks of one daily 
prayer that can leave the past behind and breakthrough to the life you were meant to live. 
Read this book about praying, Lord I think I want to be a “gimper” for You. 

 

 Jesus and Logotherapy by Robert C. Leslie. He studied with Viktor Frankl, who is introduced 
to set the outline of a therapeutic approach of Jesus. The main purpose of this book is to 
come to a better understanding of how Jesus characteristically worked with people. In 
simple words, Jewish Jesus included all people.    

 

 The Crisis of Islam by Bernard Lewis. This book was picked to gain an understanding of Holy 
War and Unholy Terror. Critics have claimed that Lewis is not always on point, however, in 
searching for the whys, this book is helpful to start an understanding. Lewis was 
internationally recognized as one of our century’s greatest historians of the Middle East.   

 

Your Faith Librarians,  
Barbie Hollis and Dara Voss 

O’Fallon Food Pantry 
 

The food pantry served 183 families in January - 370 adults and 
163 children, for a total of 533 people. The pantry spent $8,540.13 
for food, and was open 11 days in January. 
 

The food pantry thanks all those who help us with food items and 
bags. Please remember that only non-perishable food items and 
paper bags should be placed in the little red wagon in the Foyer. If 

you have non-food items that you wish to donate to the Township’s monthly garage sale that 
benefits the food pantry, please take those items directly to the Township garage in back of the 
Township Building.  
 

God’s Blessings, Marjorie Ballard 



20 

Amazing Support for COTA for Graham!  

     

THANK YOU for your generosity of spirit and support of 
the Engel family! Graham has been so blessed by the 
continued blessings being sent his way through our 
community and COTA. The last couple of weeks he’s 
been having fun reading on Facebook with mom and dad 
for the Read-A-Thon! The final numbers for the Read-A-
Thon will be available next month. Thank you so very 
much to all of our readers and their donors! 

 
 

If you would like to help the Engels out, we are looking 
for volunteers to: 

 Be a day-of volunteer to help hand out supplies, 
check people in, solicit donations, etc. 

 Write thank-you notes to donors and sponsors. 

 Use your graphic design skills and writing skills to 
help with Facebook and website information.  

 
Follow COTA for Activities on Social Media Outlets and get email updates: 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/COTAForGraham      

 Website: www.COTAforGraham.com  
 Reach out to cotaforgraham@gmail.com to volunteer or to be added to our monthly 

update email list. You can also text or call Christina Farmer. 
 
The Children’s Organ Transplant Association (COTA) is a 
national 501(c)3 charity dedicated to organizing and guiding 
communities in raising funds for transplant-related 
expenses as out-of-pocket expenses can add up to tens of 
thousands of dollars annually for transplant families. 
Lifetime totals often exceed $1,000,000. In cases where a 
shortfall exists, COTA helps bridge the financial gap. One 
hundred percent of all funds raised for COTA in honor of 
patients assists with transplant-related expenses.  

https://www.facebook.com/COTAForGraham
http://www.COTAforGraham.com
mailto:cotaforgraham@gmail.com
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Kharchenko Family Update 
 

Wonderful news! Sehrii got a job with a painting company 
and started work on February 20. He is so excited! 
 

The family bought a car in February with funds from 
GoFundMe and cash that had been donated. We no 
longer need help getting to and from church. God’s love is 
so very good!! I cannot begin to thank our church 
community for the outpouring of love and support. 
 

This family has accomplished so much, and met so many 
loving people in just a few weeks here. I can’t help but 
feel it’s a sign from God that this is His plan for them. They 
LOVE being in America and the warm welcome they have 
received. 
 

The children have all been blessed to receive bicycles! The 
neighborhood children do a lot of bike riding, and now 
Veronika, Milanka, and Yuriy can join in the fun!  
 

Please continue to keep the Kharchenko family in your 
prayers as they continue their transition. 
 

Thank you! 
Debbie Cyr 

New Small Group for Older Singles 
 

Adult Faith Formation, with Janet Alexander, are 
forming a new small group at Faith. If you are older … 
say over 60 or whatever you feel is older, single, and 
would like to get together with your peers for social 
events, please let one of the Janets – Alexander or 
Hernandez know, and we will make sure you receive 
an invitation to our first gathering.  
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Please notify the church office if any of  
these names can be taken off the list. 

Grieving:  
Kim Slaton & family, loss of father 
Family and friends of Judy Dichsen 
Andrew Gibb-Clark & family, loss of  
       grandmother and grandfather 
Tori Rogers & family, loss of aunt 
Family & friends of Christen Reinert 
Victoria Dowling, loss of mother 
John Graham & family, loss of step-father 
Family & friends of Kathleen Worthen 
Family & friends of Candy Stender 
Jack Riling & family, loss of brother 
Kurt & Cindy Cooper, loss of son 
Jenn Cooper, loss of brother 
Rosalind Stevens, loss of mother 
Family & friends of Bob Snyder 
Scott Framsted & family, loss of mother 
Sheila Buch & family, loss of sister 
Family & friends of Mary Lund 
Family & friends of Marlene Austen 
Diane Strojia, loss of mother 
Family & friends of Rob Edgar 

Health Concerns: 
Alison Gill, Ross Hall, Jackie Mitchell, Marvin 
and Monica Groothuis, Vern Welter, Joslyn 
Anderson, Geri Hughes, Gracie Ware, Jason 
Larson, Janet Middendorf, Graham Engel, Pat 
Schultz, Debbie Lands, Marie Blanchard, Jimmy 
Kionka, Jane Bergo, Greg Dhaene, Diane Riling, 
Diane Runyan, Wendy McDonnell 

Giving to Faith 
scan this code  

Child care is available Sundays from birth to 
five years old during all worship services! 
Contact Kristin Howe with your questions at 
nurserymanager@faith-online.org or  
972-8622.  

Child Care 

March 26  
Noisy Offering  Supports 

Unity Lutheran School in East St. Louis 
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Mar 16 Darrin & Dan Doerfler, 33 years 
Mar 19 Kurt & Cindy Cooper, 19 years 
Mar 25 Pete & Megan Wolf, 17 years 

Severe Weather 
 

If there is severe weather on a 
Sunday morning and you are 
a worship volunteer, your 
safety is the most important 
thing. Use your best 
judgment! Cancellations and/
or scheduling changes for Faith Lutheran 
Church can be found:  
 

Website: www.faith-online.org 
Faith Lutheran Church Facebook page 
Television: Channels 4, 5, and FOX 

Mar 1 Braden Eccher, Steven Mack 
Mar 2 Mark Sauer 
Mar 3 Jim Campbell 
Mar 4 Diane Runyan, Anna Taylor 
Mar 6 Jean Alf, Mathias Hostetler 
Mar 7 Dan Schultz, Chad Williams, Justin 

Benedick, Henry Knapp 
Mar 9 Easton Bourland 
Mar 11 Angie Anderson, Melissa 

Grindstaff, Dara Voss, Allison 
Grindstaff 

Mar 12 Melanie Curtis, Larry Shirley 
Mar 14 Austin Farmer, Michael Eyer 
Mar 17 Carrie Turpening, Ashley 

Vandelicht 
Mar 18 Pat Johnson, Nathan Cooper 
Mar 20 Kristina Souser, Tom Benedick 
Mar 21 Alexis Farmer 
Mar 24 Nicky Casberg, Ken Voss 
Mar 25 Dillon Powers 
Mar 26 Drew Fisher, John Reyna, Grace 

Knapp 
Mar 27 Sam Espique 
Mar 28 Heidi Buch 
Mar 29 Patrick Flor, Teddy Pipas, Jack 

Harty, Jr., Ed Glowatski 

2023 Flowers and Eternal Candles  
 

The sign-up chart is outside Janet’s office.  
Flowers - $30 for two vases  

Eternal Candle - $25 for the month 
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Faith Lutheran Church 
520 E Highway 50 
O’Fallon IL  62269 

Church Office Hours  
Monday - Friday  
9 am - 3 pm 
618-632-5562 
 

Sunday Worship   
9 am and 10:30 am 
Sunday School at 9 am 
Sermon Deep Dive at 11:30 am 
 

www.faith-online.org 
faith@faith-online.org 
 

Ministers: People of Faith 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Candice Wassell 
 

Newsletter articles due the  
3rd Sunday of the month 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Wendy McDonnell 


