
  

February 2023 

Imposition of Ashes 
February 22 at 7 pm  
No meal on Ash Wednesday 

Midweek meals begin March 1 
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            Grace and Peace to you! 
 

I have been afraid of silence all my life. It’s a weird social anxiety quirk of mine (one of many!). 
I have always been willing to fill not only the awkward silences, but the necessary silences 
where folks are meant to be thinking or at the very least, not talking. I’m sure I could analyze 
why I’m like this, but the most basic explanation is that silence makes me nervous, and my 
response to that nervousness has always been to talk.  
 

It wasn’t until I took Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) that I began to understand the value and 
necessity of silence, even if it made me uncomfortable. CPE is the year-long program that’s 
part of every ELCA pastor’s training. It’s where we learn how to provide pastoral care. It’s also 
where we’re critiqued for the areas we’re clearly not gifted in! I learned right away from my 
supervisor that I had to stop rushing to fill silences that presented themselves. “Silence is an 
invitation for the Holy Spirit to do some work,” my supervisor said. More specifically, silence 
allowed for the person receiving pastoral care to share their heart. When I started to allow the 
silences to exist, I was amazed at what folks were willing to share. And I was also humbled by 
how the Holy Spirit used those moments of sharing to bring healing.  
 

I have tried ever since then to do better with silence. And 
it’s something I think we can all find useful this month as 
we begin our first challenge in our “2023: Year of 
Invitation.” Just to remind you, this year we will have four 
sermons throughout the year within the theme of 
invitation, and each will have a personal challenge. Each 
sermon and challenge will be centered on welcoming our 
neighbors into our stories, our mission, our worship, and 
our future.  
 

Our first sermon theme and challenge will be, “An 
Invitation to Listen,” presented on Sunday, February 5. The 
sermon will focus on the spiritual gift of listening, and the 
challenge will be for each one of us to collect a story of faith from a friend in the next month. 
Don’t worry, I’m not going to grade you or even interrogate you to make sure you did the 
challenge. But I am willing to be silent and listen to the story you collected, if you’re willing to 
share!  
 

Why collect your friend’s faith story? Why listen to them share? Well, I hope the Holy Spirit has 
a plan for you and for your friend. I hope that for some reason the person you listen to needed 
to share their story of faith. I also hope that for some reason, they have just the story you 
needed to hear, too. And I hope that somehow the exchange of speaking and listening 

Continued on page 3 
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“This Little Light of Mine” 
 

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, 
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.  Matthew 5:14-16 
 

“In baptism, a candle is presented to the newly baptized or to a sponsor. When young people 
are confirmed or when others join a congregation, they are asked whether they intend to 
continue in the covenant God made with them in holy baptism, to proclaim the good news in 
word and deed, to serve all people, and to strive for justice and peace in the earth.  The light of 
God shines through our good works, that the honor and glory of God might be known in all the  
world.”  (Mueller, 2010) 
 

Can you think of people who have let their light shine brightly and have done wonderful things 
to make the world a better place? We cannot all be Mother Theresa, Martin Luther King, Jr., or 
Ghandi. However, we are all called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world in our 
“daily lives.” We can give glory to God through all we say and do at home, at work, at school, at 
church, in our neighborhoods, and everywhere we go. 
 

For some of us, singing in the choir is one way to let our light shine.   
 

“We need a community for support and inspiration; this is why we gather each Sunday to be 
nourished by word and meal. We receive the broken bread that we might share our bread with 
the hungry. We drink the cup of salvation that we might stand with all those whose lives are 
filled with suffering or injustice.” (Mueller, 2010) 
 

“This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.” 
 

“The light is so small and insignificant until we realize it is the light from the paschal candle, the 
light of Jesus’ death and resurrection, the light of Easter, the light of baptism. It isn’t my light at 

Continued on page 4 

between the two of you strengthens not only your relationship with each other, but your 
relationships with God.  
 

That’s what this “2023: Year of Invitation” is all about. It’s about strengthening our 
relationships with each other and with God. It’s about trusting that we have something to both 
offer and receive from each other. I hope you’ll rise to the challenges in the coming year!  
 

Peace & joy, 
Pastor Candice Wassell 
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February, the month of love! There is so much to love about what is 
happening here at Faith! I know I have been here a long time, but 
man, I do love the work we do here and love doing that work with 
you all!  

 

Did you notice the two new adult education classes in February? Doreen Klages and/or Kent 
Beck will facilitate a class on Hebrews starting February 5 at 9 am. Then Stacie will facilitate a 
Lenten study: Entering the Passion of Jesus starting February 19 at 9 am.  
 

Of course, we have the Deep Dives going on after worship at 11:30 am. Pastor Candice will 
wrap up her Knowing Faith series on February 5 & 12. Then John Hellrung will begin a deep 
dive, Does God Heal Today?, on February 19, concluding on March 5. 
 

Katie’s Table Women’s Bible study meets Monday evenings at 6:30 pm continuing their study 
of The Ten Women of the Bible by Max Lucado. Join the ladies for further study.  
 

Don’t forget about the men! Men’s Square meets for breakfast and Gospel study every 
Wednesday morning at 7 am at Bob Evans.  
 

There are many small groups and fellowship groups to look into too! Check out the Small 
Group and Adult Education Brochure for all the ways you can get connected with a group 
that speaks to your heart. There are some brochures in narthex, or you can find it online: 
https://www.faith-online.org/welcome/adults-2/small-group-and-adult-education-
opportunities.  
 

Continued on page 5 

all.  It is the light of Christ. And together as a choir, as a congregation, as a church, we 
shine!” (Mueller, 2010)   
 

Amen to that! 
 

Let us pray with the words from a hymn “Christ, Be Our Light” by Bernadette Farrell: 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 

                             

Blessings, peace, love ‘n joy, 
Jeannie VanderKruik, Congregational President 
 

Mueller, C.M., Soli Deo Gloria:  Choir Devotions for Year A, 2010, MN:  Augsburg Fortress, pp 30. 
“Christ, Be Our Light” (ELW 715) 

https://www.faith-online.org/welcome/adults-2/small-group-and-adult-education-opportunities
https://www.faith-online.org/welcome/adults-2/small-group-and-adult-education-opportunities
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We are close to getting the pictorial directories finalized. I received the first draft on January 
17, and had it back out for corrections on January 20. It’s happening; with a little more 
patience and we should have a final product soon.  
 

Be sure to check out in this newsletter for all the other happenings around Faith. I will make a 
special heart plea to support at least one of the special events to support COTA for Graham 
and his new heart! You will find that information in this newsletter or you can always go to 
their website: https://cota.org/campaigns/COTAforGraham and watch Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/COTAForGraham.  
 

May your heart be filled with love from Jesus that it overflows into the world.  
 

Janet Hernandez, AdminCoordinator  

During the month of January, Planning and 
Development has primarily been completing the 
5-year Strategic Plan and preparing for the 
January 29 congregational meeting. The Strategic Plan is completed every year following the 
close of the calendar year in order to record annual attendance information and the results of 
the fall stewardship drive. The plan contains the long range goals of the church, facility plans,  
5-year Financial Plan, and attendance data. The document will be posted on the church website 
once complete. We encourage everyone to review it and welcome any questions or comments. 
 

The Staffing Team has determined that a recommendation will be made to call a Worship and 
Music Minister, and will present their findings at a Congregational Meeting the last Sunday of 
January.  As part of the process, Question and Answer Sessions were held during two Sundays 
in January. The team presented a brief background describing the recommendation and then 
opened the floor for questions.  Concerns were raised about the workload that this person 
would have to manage, as well as the balance of work supporting the music programs versus 
other pastoral duties. There was also discussion about finances and the timing for the Phase 2 
building program. Suggestions were made to provide the congregation with the new position 
description and the ‘before and after’ organization charts. These will be sent out before the 
Congregational Meeting. The meetings were well attended, showing the interest of the 
congregation in this initiative. The congregation will vote on establishing a Call Committee to 
start the process in identifying a candidate for the position. 
 

Steve Frederickson 
Planning & Development Board Chair 

https://cota.org/campaigns/COTAforGraham
https://www.facebook.com/COTAForGraham
https://www.facebook.com/COTAForGraham
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I am excited to share that Be Like Jesus is taking place 
March 24-25! This event is open to 2nd-8th grade youth, 
and is a servant-learning event to teach the youth what 
it means to “be like Jesus.” The guiding verse for this event is Mark 10:45 “for the son of Man 
came not to be served, but to serve.” The kids spend the weekend at the church working in 
small groups to help the local community by doing service projects. Some of the projects we 
have this year include: blanket making for pets, making Easter baskets for the food pantry, 
doing crafts, and playing games with residents at local senior living centers. The event is $40 
per participant. You can register for the event by visiting Faith’s website or Facebook event 
page. 
 

If you would like to volunteer at this event, please contact me at youthdirector@faith-
online.org. We need high school and college students to be small group leaders, and many 
adults to help with preparing food, registering kids for the event, being overnight or small 
group chaperones, drivers for service projects, and more! We are also looking for Thrivent 
funds to help cover the expenses of the service projects. If you would like to sign up to 
sponsor a service project, contact me for information. 
 

This is a beloved event for all members of Faith Lutheran, and we hope you will be a part of the 
2023 Be Like Jesus program! 
 

Peace, 
Jenny Roberts, Youth Director 

mailto:youthdirector@faith-online.org
mailto:youthdirector@faith-online.org
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Six-Week Lenten Study 
Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week 
Begins Sunday, February 19 at 9 am in the FCC 1&2 
 

Join us during Lent for this six-week study as we learn about the history 
of the last days before the crucifixion by author, professor, and biblical 
scholar Dr. Amy-Jill Levine. Dr. Levine brings her authentic knowledge of 
Judaism in the first century, as well as her own Jewish heritage to 
inform her writings.  She brings insight to the scriptures from the 
historical perspective of the essential Jewishness of Jesus and how that 
contributes to the understanding of the Passion journey. 
 

Using Dr. Levine’s book, as well as a short video each class, we will 
explore the biblical texts surrounding the Passion story and consider how the Bible’s accounts 
raise ethical and spiritual questions for us as we all face risk in our Christian experience. 
 

Order your book on Amazon, or contact Stacie Dichsen if you have questions or need 
assistance getting a book. 

 

Hebrews Study 
Resumes Sunday, February 5 at 9 am, FCC 3&4 
 

Join us as we study Hebrews with the study guide by N.T. Wright. The 
paperback study guide can be purchased from Amazon for $11.99 new, or, if 
you would like a used copy, there are multiple choices for about $6. If you 
have any questions, please contact Doreen Klages. 

Katie’s Table Women’s Bible Study 
Mondays at 6:30 pm, Library 
 

Pick up a copy of Ten Women of the Bible by Max Lucado (available 
through Amazon and other retailers), and join our discussion. 
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WEEK 52 FINANCIAL STATUS  
GENERAL FUND as of DECEMBER 31, 2022 

 
 

 2022 2022 Percent of Full 
  52nd WEEK Full Year Year Budget 
GENERAL FUND RECEIPTS ACTUAL BUDGET RECEIVED 
Pledged Giving * $578,824.92  $ 572,400.00      101.1%  
Non-Pledged Giving     115,172.29   70,000.00       164.5% 
Plate Offering 10,247.22 7,000.00 146.4% 
Total General Fund Offerings 704,244.43           649,400.00          108.4% 
Other Income **                    4,181.09  5,100.00                     82.0%                  
TOTAL General Fund INCOME  $708,425.52   $654,500.00     108.2%  
 

BUDGETED EXPENSES *** $614,416.00   $614,416.00 
Mission Support at 10% 70,424.44   64,940.00 
TOTAL Budgeted Expenses      $684,840.44 $679,356.00 
 

VARIANCE (to budget) ****                 $23,585.08              ($24,856.00) 
  

Notes: 
  

*Total Pledged Giving Receipts of $578,824.92 were 101.1% of expected income (or $6,424 
more than expected). Pledged Giving also includes $55,240 in Prepaid Pledges which have been 
transferred from Prepaid Pledges Allocated to the General Fund during 2022.  
 

 **The Other Income category above includes Building Use Fees, Checking Account Interest, 
Credit Card Awards, and Thrivent Choice Dollars.      
 

Total General Fund Income of $708,425.52 exceeded expected income of $654,500 by $53,926 
(108.4% of expected).     
 

***Budgeted Expenses are the “planned expenses” that would occur when Faith is spending 
every budget line in our 2022 budget at an even weekly pace throughout the year. 
 

****Variance (to budget) represents the difference between our total General Fund Income for 
the year and Budgeted Expenses for the entire year, and shows a positive variance of 
$23,585.08. 
  

The Treasurer’s report shows the variance of General Fund income received to actual expenses 
paid for December, as well as year-to-date.      
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Jan Mikkelson, Financial Secretary 
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Continued on page 10 

 

December 31, 2022 
      

 
 

*Thrivent Choice, interest, Building Use, etc.      
**Community Meals, Love Fund, Food Pantry, Filling Space for Grace,  

Landscaping, HVAC, etc.  
 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS BALANCE as of December 31, 2022 
Carrollton Bank Checking $10,252.27 
Carrollton Bank Money Market 272,139.98 
Fidelity Investment - Endowment 61,324.91 
Fidelity Investment                                                                                 280,219.69 
TOTAL  $623,936.85 
 

 December 
2022 

YTD 2022 % of 
Budget 

General Fund Income 
(Plate/Envelope/Prepaid Pledge/Stock Gift) 

78,495.59 704,244.43 108.4% 

Additional Income Received * 569.31 10,163.77 199.3% 

Total General Fund Income 79,064.90 714,408.20 109.2% 
    

Board Expenses (Discretionary) 3,914.83 69,487.20 90.7% 

Building Equipment Expenses (Fixed) 7,170.46 108,451.83 99.7% 

Staff Salaries (Fixed) 30,757.29 399,038.45 94.8% 

Staff Support (Fixed) 2,448.00 14,838.23 105.0% 

Mission support (Synod/Local Benevolence) 7,849.61 70,424.97 108.4% 

Total General Fund Expenses 52,140.19 662,249.68 97.5% 
    

General Fund Income to Expense Variance 26,924.71 52,167.52  
    

Special Offerings ** 52,976.76 403,361.35  
    

Total Received (General + Special) 131,426.30 1,107,605.78  
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OUTWARD MINISTRY 2023 
 

Sunshine Committee – please 
consider volunteering to help with 
this mission of delivering pies to Faith 
visitors. Contact Stacie Dichsen . 

 
 
February 26 Noisy Offering will support 
Unity Lutheran School in East St. Louis.  

Thursdays though February 23 
6 pm, Faith Center 

 

Join us as we begin a new 6-week 
class to work on living a healthy and 

God-honoring life. 

FUND ACCOUNTS BALANCE as of December 31, 2022  
Allocated Funds (restricted/designated) $293,697.14 
Building Fund 20/20 3,197.27 
Carryover Fund 192,850.37 
Endowment Fund                                                                                     60,449.87 
General/Budget Fund 60,759.84 
Mission Support (Benevolence)  12,982.36 
TOTAL $623,936.85 
 

FAITH CENTER MORTGAGE UPDATE – December 2022 
December 1 Principal Balance                                                     $341,600.00 
Interest Paid                                                                                        1,138.66 
Principal Paid                                                                                       1,114.95 
Additional Principal Paid                                                                   2,085.05 
December 31 Principal Balance          $338,400.00 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan Carlson, Treasurer 

Does your group want to host a 
Wednesday Midweek Meal during Lent?  

March 15 and 22 are still available.  
Contact Karl Buch or Betsy Layfield. 
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Thrivent Members 
 

If you own Thrivent financial products, you 
have an opportunity to direct 2022 Choice 
Dollars to non-profits, such as PYC, Unity 
School, Faith Lutheran Church, etc. 
  

You must make this selection prior to  
March 31, 2023 for any remaining 2022 
Choice Dollars. Don’t miss the chance to 
support your favorite organization with a 
nice contribution. You may call Thrivent at  
1-800-847-4836, or go online:  
  

 Go to Thrivent.com 
 Log in 
 Click ‘Membership Overview’ 
 Scroll down to Thrivent Choice 
 Click ‘Direct Choice Dollars’ 
 On the Choice Dollar Screen, choose either 

a previous Organization or enter a new 
Organization 

 Follow instructions 

Thank you from the O’Fallon 
Thanksgiving Feast Committee 
 

Dear Pastor and fellow citizens, 
 

We are so happy to tell you that the Ninth 
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner was the best yet! 
The Committee, their family members, and 
our volunteers served over 340 meals to First 
Responders, Senior Citizens, and small 
families not wanting to create a large meal 
for one or two people. That’s why your help 
and generosity was so needed and valuable. 
We just can’t do it without donations of 
money and food. 
 

We also enjoyed the support and blessings 
from the City of O’Fallon and the O’Fallon 
Township Board and the O’Fallon Food 
Pantry. 
 

Your generous donation was appreciated and 
utilized to further our mission of giving meals 
and fellowship to area families. That’s what 
makes you so special; you see our vision and 
help us meet it! 
 

Thank you again for your monetary and food 
donations and support. You are an inspiration 
to us all. 
 

We look forward to serving our neighbors in  
a fellowship atmosphere again next year. And 
thanks to people like you, we will! 
 

And finally, we absolutely couldn’t do this 
without you and your beautiful Faith Center! 
 

Sincerely and Thankfully, 
Linda Benedick, Chair 
O’Fallon/Shiloh Thanksgiving Luncheon 

Synod Assembly time! This 
year’s business meeting of 
the Synod should be an 
exciting one; clergy and 
voting members of our 

synod will vote on a new Bishop! Faith sends 
three voting members plus Pastor Candice. If 
you would like to know more about being a 
voting member for the 2023 Synod Assembly, 
please talk with Janet Hernandez 
(admincoordinator@faith-online.org) as 
soon as possible.  

mailto:admincoordinator@faith-online.org
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Worship & Music Board gives a BIG THANK YOU!!!! to all who helped with the Greening of 
the Church in November, and the De-greening of the Church in January. Many hands made 
light and quick work. So thank you so much to all who stayed to help out. It was much 
appreciated.  
 

The Choir is singing a Cantata for Music Sunday in May. Please come join in the rehearsals at 
6:45 pm each Thursday evening in the choir room. Praise Band is always looking for people to 
come play or sing with us. Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary, and again 
Sunday morning at 8 am. Contact Andrew Gibb-Clark for any questions or for more information 
at choirdirector@faith-online.org.  
 

Children's Music began again January 19, but your kiddos are always welcome to join. 
Singing is at 6:15 pm in the Choir Room, and Chimes rehearse at 6:45 pm in the Sanctuary. 
Contact Jamie Keys with any questions at musicassistant@faith-online.org. 
 

The Worship & Music Board is always welcoming new members to the board. We'd love your 
ideas about our services and worship experiences. Our next meeting is Saturday, February 18 
at 9 am in the Faith Center classrooms. Contact Eunice Peterson or Gretchen Best for any 
questions.  

 

JAM SESSIONS!! 
 

Scott Sill and Eunice Peterson are looking for closet musicians - guitarists, ukulele players, 
pianists, violinists, accordion players, singers, percussionists, bassists, and any other 
instrumentalists who'd like to play together and just have fun.  
 

We plan to start up in February or March after the second service (11:45 am), playing easy 
music, replaying the music from Sunday's service, harmonizing, improvising, and just enjoying 
ourselves - a JAM SESSION! 
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Music Rehearsals on Thursday Night 
 

5:45 pm - Senior Bells (Sanctuary)      
6:45 pm - Choir (Choir Room)   

7:30 pm - Praise Band (Sanctuary) 
 

All are welcome to join us in making music for the Lord! If 
you have any questions, contact Andrew Gibb-Clark at 
choirdirector@faith-online.org.  
 

Contact Andrew in advance if childcare is needed. 

Children’s Music Rehearsals on Thursday Night 
2nd through 6th Grade Youth 

 

6:15-6:45 pm  Choir (Choir Room) 
6:45-7:15 pm  Chimes (Sanctuary) 

 

For more information, contact Jamie Keys at 
musicassistant@faith-online.org. 

This is not a teaching or learning session. You'll need to know the basics of your instrument, be 
able to read music, and your skills will grow as we go. You'll need your own instrument. We 
have one piano in the Faith Center. We have a portable keyboard that we can bring in, or bring 
your own. 
 

Contact Scott Sill or Eunice Peterson to let us know you are interested or if you have any 
questions. Scott and Eunice will come up with a handful of tunes, and we'll grow from there. 
Come on out and join us! 
    

If you need childcare, just let us know and we'll arrange it. 
 
Let the music in your heart bring you peace, 
Eunice Peterson 
Worship and Music Board Chair 
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Programs for Young Children Happenings: Can you believe we’re 
already planning for the next school year? At the beginning of 
February, we will open pre-registration for the 2023-2024 school year. 
We will continue our regular programming to include Playgroup, 
Toddler Time, Preschool, Pre-Kindergarten, Enrichment, and STEAM. Specific class descriptions 
and enrollment forms are available at www.faithpyc.com on February 1.  
   

Here’s a brief description of our programs:  
Playgroup – Playgroup is designed for children under the age of 3 to 
attend with a caregiver. Children become comfortable in the PYC 
environment while feeling secure with the caregiver nearby. Art 
exploration, music time, and playtime are set up for enjoyment 
together.  
 

Toddler Time – This parent morning out program for children 18 
months – 3 years meets the social needs of toddlers before entering 
preschool. Activities include playtime, music, snack, and art 
experiences, as well as outdoor or indoor large motor time. Options for 
this class include one-day or two-day.   

 

Preschool – With a three-day or two-day option, our preschool 
programs are for 3-4 year olds. These classes are geared toward 
developing social skills and learning to follow directions, getting 
along in a group, making independent choices, and being exposed to 
play-based activities that foster learning.   
 

PreK (with an enrichment option) – Children must be 4 on or before 
September 1 of the current school year to attend our PreK class. 
PreK is full of play-based, nature-focused experiences that prepare 
them for Kindergarten the following year. Students also have the opportunity to enroll in a 
STEAM Monday class to focus on hands-on science, engineering, and math activities.  
 

We hope you’ll help us spread the word about the high quality, play-based, part-day programs 
we offer at PYC. Our school cultivates a loving environment for children to grow intellectually, 
physically, emotionally, and spiritually. It’s also a beautiful community of young families who 
are forever connected by their time at PYC together. It’s a special place! 
 

Blessings,  
PYC Oversight Committee  
Kristin Flor, Director  

http://www.faithpyc.com
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60’s+ Group 
Wednesday, February 15 at 11:30 am 

Eckert’s Restaurant in Belleville 
 

Age 60 or over? Join us for our monthly 
lunch! Enjoy great fellowship and a meal. 
RSVP to Wendy McDonnell by Sunday, 
February 12. 

Monthly Card  
Club  
Wednesday,  
February 1 
6:30 pm, Faith Center 
 

Come join the fun!  
 

Bring your card buddies, friends, and 
neighbors. Contact the office if you need 
childcare.  

Community Meals 
Mondays, February 6, 13, and 27 

5-6:30 pm, Faith Center 
 

Come and enjoy a hot meal prepared for 
you, your family, friends, and anyone else. 
Take-outs are always available. Want to 
volunteer? Contact Betsy Layfield. Please 
spread the word - all are welcome.  

Women’s Book Club 
Tuesday, February 28 
7 pm, FCC 3&4 
 

Read Honolulu by Alan 
Brennert and join our 
discussion.  
 

Contact Janet Hernandez at 
admincoordinator@faith-
online.org if you have any questions. 

Men’s Book Club 
Tuesday, February 28 
7 pm, John Masur’s home 
 

Read And Then There 
Were None by Agatha 
Christie and join our 
discussion. Contact Kevin 
Eiler or Phil Cyr for John 
Masur’s address. 
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Meet the Kharchenkos 
 

Our fellow parishioners, Phil and Debbie Cyr, are sponsoring a Ukrainian refugee family. The 
family will arrive January 31 with only the items they can carry. Phil and Debbie have invited 
them into their home, and ask for support to give them a life that the war has taken from 
them. If you find it in your heart to support their efforts, they have set up a GoFundMe page. 
You may also make donations directly to Phil and Debbie. Meet the Kharchenko family! 
 

Parents: Serhiy and Yana Kharchenko,  
Children: Veronika - 9 years old, Milanka - almost 8 years old, Yuriy - almost 6 years old 
 

They fled Ukraine as their home and town was being bombed. They arrived in Poland to take 
refuge (just a few hours from Warsaw) and have been there for the last nine months. Both 
Serhiy and Yana have found jobs in Poland, and have been working to sustain themselves day 
to day. 
 

Serhiy works in construction. Yana is a nurse, but has spent her time in Poland selling baked 
goods. We hear she is very good, and her business has been a great success. Yana speaks some 
English; Serhiy and children speak very little English. Yana 
tells us the children have picked up fairly good Polish 
from their last months at school, and expects them to 
catch on fast to English. 
 

Here are some things that they need immediate help 
with. Please let the Cyrs know if you can assist in any way. 
 A car. They cannot begin their own life without it. If 

you know of anyone or a group who gives/sells 
reliable vehicles at a minimal cost, please put us in 
touch with them. 

 English lessons - reading, writing  
 School Supplies for the children 
 Gently used toys (age appropriate) 
 Twin mattress 
 

Serhiy is anxious to begin work. If you know of anyone in 
construction that is hiring, please give Phil and Debbie Cyr 
their contact information.  
 

As they arrive and get settled in, their needs will change. We cannot begin to thank everyone 
for the outpouring of support and love as we take this family in and begin a new adventurous 
life together. Look for updates in the Weekly Reminder and on Facebook. Please keep the 
Kharchenko and Cyr families in your prayers during this time of transition.  
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February/March Sermon Deep Dive 
 

John Hellrung is an ordained minister in the Anglican Church in North America. He holds a 
Diploma in Youth Ministry from Trinity School for Ministry in Ambridge, PA, and a Master of 
Divinity from Nashotah House in Nashotah, WI. He planted and led Grace Anglican Church in 
Collinsville from 2010-2018, when it merged with two other churches to form All Saints and 
Sinners Anglican Church in St. Louis. John retired from active ministry in 2019. 
 

Prior to his ordination, John participated in several healing prayer workshops and seminars. 
These culminated with his establishing and leading a healing prayer ministry at St. Thomas’ 
Episcopal Church in Glen Carbon for several years. 
 

He has been married to Sheila for 40 years and they have four grown children and five 
grandchildren. 
 

Sermon Deep Dive: 
Does God Heal Today? 
February 19 - Miracles of Jesus 
February 26 - The Kingdom of God         
March 5 - Implications of the Great Commission 

Does God Heal Today? 
Sundays, Feb 19, 26, and Mar 5 

11:30 am  
Sanctuary 

REMEMBERING THE BASICS OF OUR FAITH 
 

Sundays, February 5 & 12 
11:30 am - Sanctuary 

February Sermon 
Deep Dive 
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Faith Lutheran Church  
Concert Series Presents: 

USAF BAND OF MID-AMERICA  
CHAMBER RECITAL SERIES 

 

Wednesday, February 15 at 7 pm  
Sanctuary - FREE! 

 

Join us for refreshments after the concert! 

www.bandofmidamerica.af.mil 
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Thank you to everyone who has given a donation to our library. If 
you need a Bible, there is one in the library for you to have. Please 
ask staff to help you get yours. During church hours, drop by and 
sign out a favorite book. A sampling of books available by Karen 
Kingsbury, Ted Dekker, and Tim LaHaye include: 
 

Karen Kingsbury 
 Like Dandelion Dust. #1 Bestselling author Kingsbury delivers genuine emotional punch, says 

Publishers Weekly. Karen’s books tell of faith in Christ and readers are amazed in each novel. 
 

Ted Dekker  
 A.D. 33 follows A.D. 30. Both books are based in ancient times and tell a heart-pounding 

story of Maviah, a slave who becomes a queen. Life completely changes again when her eyes 
are opened to Yeshua. She learns peace in a never-ending brutal world.   

 

Tim LaHaye 
 Revelation Unveiled. The book of Revelation tells what will happen in the future to include 

people, our planet, and after people die. The book of Revelation is the only New Testament 
book that presents Jesus Christ as he is today. Behold, He is coming!      

 Are We Living in the End Times? by Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins. This book aims to 
motivate you to holy living in an unholy world, challenge you to greater efforts in evangelism, 
and help you to become more missionary-minded. The writing captures your thoughts and 
just might be the self-help book you need.  

 

Your Faith Librarians,  
Barbie Hollis and Dara Voss 

O’Fallon Food Pantry 
 

The food pantry served 208 families in December, serving 598 
people. The pantry spent $8,540.13 for food, and was open 
11 days in December. 
 

The food pantry thanks all those who help us with food items and 
bags. Please remember that only non-perishable food items and 
paper bags should be placed in the little red wagon in the Foyer. If 

you have non-food items that you wish to donate to the Township’s monthly garage sale that 
benefits the food pantry, please take those items directly to the Township garage in back of the 
Township Building.  
 

God’s Blessings, Marjorie Ballard 
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COTA for Graham - PRAISE GOD FOR 
HIS NEW HEART! 
      

Facebook: www.facebook.com/COTAForGraham      
Website: www.COTAforGraham.com  
 

Reach out to cotaforgraham@gmail.com to 
volunteer or to be added to our monthly update 
email list. You can also text or call Christina 
Farmer. 

https://www.facebook.com/COTAForGraham
http://www.COTAforGraham.com
mailto:cotaforgraham@gmail.com
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In honor of Graham, we are LOVING HIS HEART TRANSPLANT AND LOVING TO READ FOR 
DONATIONS!!!! We will update everyone all month long!!! Planning so far includes a book walk 
at the kickoff party at Faith on February 5 (hosted by the O'Fallon Library), AND LOTS AND LOTS 
of prizes at the Celebration Party on February 25!!! PLEASE JOIN US!!! The planned audience of 
the read-a-thon is Pre-K to 6th grade, however, ANYONE is encouraged to get sponsors and 
READ, READ, READ in honor of Graham!!!!! Scan the QR code above to register. 
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Please notify the church office if any of  
these names can be taken off the list. 

Grieving:  
Andrew Gibb-Clark & family, loss of  
       grandmother and grandfather 
Tori Rogers & family, loss of aunt 
Family & friends of Christen Reinert 
Victoria Dowling, loss of mother 
John Graham & family, loss of step-father 
Family & friends of Kathleen Worthen 
Family & friends of Candy Stender 
Jack Riling & family, loss of brother 
Kurt & Cindy Cooper, loss of son 
Jenn Cooper, loss of brother 
Rosalind Stevens, loss of mother 
Family & friends of Bob Snyder 
Scott Framsted & family, loss of mother 
Sheila Buch & family, loss of sister 
Family & friends of Mary Lund 
Family & friends of Marlene Austen 
Diane Strojia, loss of mother 
Family & friends of Rob Edgar 
Anita Snyder & family, loss of brother 
Jeannie VanderKruik, loss of grandmother 

Health Concerns: 
Alison Gill, Ross Hall, Jackie Mitchell, Jim Nunn, 
Marvin and Monica Groothuis, Vern Welter, 
Joslyn Anderson, Geri Hughes, Gracie Ware, 
Jason Larson, Janet Middendorf, Graham Engel, 
Pat Schultz, Debbie Lands, Marie Blanchard, 
Jimmy Kionka, Jane Bergo, Greg Dhaene, Diane 
Riling, Diane Runyan 

Giving to Faith 
scan this code  

Child care is available Sundays from birth to 
five years old during all worship services! 
Contact Kristin Howe with your questions at 
nurserymanager@faith-online.org or  
972-8622.  

Child Care 

2023 Flowers and Eternal Candles  
 

The sign-up chart is outside Janet’s office.  
Flowers - $30 for two vases  

Eternal Candle - $25 for the month 
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Feb 3 Bill & Gloria Souser, 50 years 
Feb 9 Tyler & JoAnne (Sukus) Horejsi,       

16 years 
Feb 11 Jim & Barbara Curtis, 46 years 
Feb 14 Tim & Eunice Peterson, 42 years 
Feb 14 Keith & Barbie Hollis, 31 years 
Feb 22 Bob & Sophia Powers, 26 years 

Winter Weather Advisory 
 

If there is severe weather on a Sunday 
morning and you are a worship volunteer, 
your safety is the most important thing. Use 
your best judgment! Cancellations and/or 
scheduling changes for Faith Lutheran Church 
can be found:  
 

Website: www.faith-online.org 
Faith Lutheran Church Facebook page 
Television: Channels 4, 5, and FOX 

Feb 1 Jim Burton 
Feb 2 Bob Frisse, Robyn Frederking, Elibe 

VanderPol 
Feb 3 Gretchen Best, Robyn Runyan 
Feb 5 Pam Duitsman, JR Curtis, Alice Curtis 
Feb 7 Don Schafer, Lilly Knapp 
Feb 8 Christine Teverbaugh 
Feb 10 Alex Horejsi 
Feb 11 Steve Heinrich, Kristin Flor, Elana 

Melzer, Joe Heimbuecher 
Feb 12 Isaac Perry 
Feb 13 Megan Wolf 
Feb 15 Jean Claxton, John Graham 
Feb 17 Anika Gray 
Feb 18 Allison Brunner 
Feb 21 Natasha Renfro 
Feb 22 Colton Green, Chrissy Malare, Paul 

Ahlvin 
Feb 24 Trevor Knapp 
Feb 25 Dave Cooper 
Feb 26 Julian Eiler, Andrew Gibb-Clark, Lucas 

Eccher 
Feb 27 Alyssa Frederking 
Feb 28 Lisa Melzer, Jamie Keys, Sophia 

Powers 
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Faith Lutheran Church 
520 E Highway 50 
O’Fallon IL  62269 

Church Office Hours  
Monday - Friday  
9 am - 3 pm 
618-632-5562 
 

Sunday Worship   
9 am and 10:30 am 
Sunday School at 9 am 
Sermon Deep Dive at 11:30 am 
 

www.faith-online.org 
faith@faith-online.org 
 

Ministers: People of Faith 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Candice Wassell 
 

Newsletter articles due the  
3rd Sunday of the month 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Wendy McDonnell 

Student classes begin March 5 at 9 am in the Youth House 


