
  

October 2022 

Thanks be to God for you! It has been an historic year at 
Faith in many ways, and it has so much to do with your 
faithful support of our shared mission. By giving of your 
time, talent, and treasure, God has completed major 
projects, grown vital ministries, and helped us dream of 
new ways to be a blessing to our community.  
 

In 2022, we rejoiced with the return of in-person dining 
at Community Meals, a program that continues to 
define the feeding ministry here at Faith. We were delighted to conclude the Building Space for 
Grace capital campaign with a total that EXCEEDED pledged amounts. And we were humbled 
by the financial response to both the Filling Space for Grace appeal and the landscaping drive. 
Not to mention the incredible response Faith had to the urgent appeals for Afghanistan, 
Ukraine, our Love Fund, and more.  
 

What are your dreams for Faith?  
How will your time, talent, and treasure bless the ministries here? 

 

Knowing the answer to those questions will help us dream together what God has in store for 
Faith. Your pledge will help us be faithful stewards of our blessings and plan our budget for 
2023. Please look over the packet of materials that were mailed to you (and are also on Faith’s 
website), and prayerfully consider how you can continue to strengthen our shared ministry in 
2023. We hope you’ll maintain your general fund offerings for next year, and if you are blessed 
by God to be able to – we hope you’ll consider increasing your giving in response. You may 
submit your Estimate of Giving one of three ways: 
 

1. Faith’s website:  www.faith-online.org, use the “Estimate of 2023 Giving” web ad, or go 
directly to https://www.faith-online.org/fall-financial-campaign  

2. Mail the form in the envelope provided, or place the form in the offering plate 
3. Email your estimate to the financial secretary at financialsecretary@faith-online.org 
 

Whichever method you choose, please provide your estimate by Sunday, October 16. 
 

Thank You for your faithful support,  
The Faith Stewardship Board  

Fall 
Financial 
Campaign 

http://www.faith-online.org
https://www.faith-online.org/fall-financial-campaign
mailto:financialsecretary@faith-online.org
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                Grace and Peace to you! 

 
Well, we enter our first month without Vicar Brian Moeller…how sad for us, but wonderful for 
him. Especially as news comes today that he has received his first call! I will let him share the 
name and location of the congregation he will serve, but I can share that his Ordination will be 
held at St. Mark Lutheran Church in Belleville, Illinois on Saturday, October 22nd at 4 pm. All are 
welcome, and I hope to see many of you there; it will be a joyous occasion! 
 

I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to this congregation for its welcome and support of Vicar 
Brian this last year. He was able to fit right in to the life of this congregation, and not only did 
we benefit from his ministry, but I trust he benefitted from working alongside the Saints here 
at Faith.  
 

His time at Faith also served as a gentle, if not persistent nudge from the Holy Spirit, that we 
are not a solo pastor parish. While serving as your pastor is a delight to me, there are limits to 
the growth and vitality that we can experience with just one pastor serving. Not to mention the 
limits of pastoral care hours available when we are missing a second pastor. Your warm 
reception and the amount of work available to Vicar Brian reinforced that we need to continue 
on as a multi-pastor parish.  
 

That being said, there is more than one way to have two pastors! And we have the opportunity 
right now to ask ourselves if the “old way” of having two pastors is the best way for Faith’s 
future. Is there room to consolidate some of the part-time positions that have developed over 
the past few years that have also become vacant in the last month? And do we simply want a 
Senior Pastor and an Associate Pastor who have the same skill set to split an even load of 
preaching, teaching, and pastoral care? Possibly, but I wonder what it might look like to have a 
second pastor with an entirely different skill set that might instead “round out” the skill set of 
the existing staff.  
 

These are questions your church Council has tasked a “Staffing Committee” with asking and 
proposing answers for. This small team has been meeting for the past several months to 
absorb the staffing changes, make sense of Faith’s current staffing needs, and envision staffing 
models that play to the strengths of this congregation. You’ll be happy to know we have 
several ideas! Steve Frederickson began talking about some of these thoughts in a brief 
announcement in worship a few weeks ago. But we’ll bring you more meaningful information 
on our staffing vision in January, 2023. We’ll keep you posted on an exact date and plan for 
sharing this information.  
 

In the meantime, please pray! Pray for our current staff who are graciously taking on extra 
duties to cover the vacant positions at Faith. Pray for volunteers who are also stepping up to 

Continued on the next page 
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                                     “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 

 
Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of 
righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel 
of peace.  Ephesians 6:14 
 

October 23 will be our Handbell Celebration Sunday in honor of 25 years of handbells at Faith!  
We will play two selections at both services that Sunday as we celebrate our handbells. (See 
the Bell Blurbs later in the newsletter for more information.) 
 

One of the songs we will play is “Stand Up for Jesus,” and yes, it is the old hymn, “Stand Up, 
Stand Up for Jesus.” It is not in our current hymnal, but was in the green “Lutheran Book of 
Worship” Hymnal. This is an American Christian hymn. It was written by George Duffield Jr., 
and is based on the dying words of Dudley Atkins Tyng.  
 

In 1858, Presbyterian minister George Duffield Jr. was an associate of Dudley Atkins Tyng who 
had recently been removed from his local Episcopalian community for speaking against slavery. 
Duffield assisted Tyng in supporting a revival of evangelicalism in Pennsylvania. That March, 
Tyng gave a sermon at a YMCA meeting of over 5,000 men on Exodus 10:11, "Go now ye that 
are men, and serve the Lord.” During that meeting, he converted over 1,000 men listening in 
the crowd. Two weeks later, Tyng was maimed in a farming accident. Before he died a few days 
after the accident, he told his father "Stand up for Jesus, father, and tell my brethren of the 
ministry to stand up for Jesus.” 
 

Rev. George Duffield was deeply stirred by Dudley’s funeral. The following Sunday, he preached 
from Ephesians 6:14 about standing firm for Christ. He read a poem he had written that 
included the phrase “Ye that are men now serve Him" from Tyng's memorable sermon the 
month before he died. (NOTE:  This is in verse 2 of the hymn.)   
 

A hymnal editor heard the poem, found appropriate music, and published it. “Stand Up, Stand 
Up for Jesus” soon became one of America’s favorite hymns, extending Dudley’s dying words 
to millions. 
 

cover the gaps. And pray for Faith, that the Holy Spirit would help us navigate this wonderful 
opportunity to build a staff fit for a growing and thriving Body of Christ! 
 

Peace & joy, Pastor Candice 

Continued on page 4 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Duffield_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelicalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania
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Have you been attending Faith and 
want to know more? Are you 
interested in joining Faith?  

 

Faith is interested in knowing more about you too!  
 

Whether you wish to join Faith as a member or wish to learn 
more about connecting here at Faith, join us for a family-style 
lunch on October 23 from 11:30 am to 1 pm in the Faith Center. Children are welcome for 
lunch and we will have childcare, if you desire.    
 

Please RSVP to me (admincoordinator@faith-online.org or 618-632-5562) by October 14.  

 
Did you hear, you have an opportunity to get a 
FREE 8x10 portrait? We are doing a new pictorial 
directory, and you/your family will receive a free 
8x10 for having your picture taken. ALL are 
welcome and encouraged to get their picture 
taken. Information on how to sign up is in the 
fourth bullet below. Or, just give me a call and I 
will help you get signed up.  

Continued on the next page 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Ye soldiers of the cross, 
lift high His royal banner, it must not suffer loss; 
from vic-t’ry unto vic-t’ry His army shall He lead, 
till ev-‘ry foe is vanquished and Christ is Lord indeed. 

 

We have been truly blessed to have built up our handbells from 3 octaves to 5 octaves, added 
choir chimes, and all the other items that are needed for our handbells from October 1997 to 
April 2004. A special thank you to our directors and players (both past and present), and to all 
who donated funds to purchase the bells and chimes.   
 

Here’s to another 25 years of Handbells at Faith! 
 

Blessings, peace, love ‘n joy, 
Jeannie VanderKruik, Congregational President 
 

Morgan, R.J. (2003) Then Sings My Soul.  Nashville:  Thomas Nelson Publishers. pp 134 – 135. 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” (Lutheran Book of Worship 389) 

mailto:admincoordinator@faith-online.org
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Outward Ministry is starting a new ministry, and would 
like your help! 
 

WHAT IS IT? 
Loads of Love would benefit those in the community needing laundry 
resources. Mondays from 2:30-6:30 pm, our laundry area would be 
offered for families needing to get a few “loads” done.  
 

In order for this new ministry to happen, we need VOLUNTEERS and laundry soap (dye and 
fragrance free). For more information and to volunteer, contact Maureen Sauer. 

Please peruse this newsletter to find out about all the exciting things happening here at Faith!  
 We will now have TWO adult Sunday School classes – The Miracles of Jesus and The Sabbath.  
 We will have Pastor Dick Wehrs here for a Sermon Series: Footsteps of the Faithful starting 

October 9. He will also lead the Sermon Deep Dive.  
 We will celebrate the 25th anniversary of our handbells in worship on October 23.  
 We will take pictures for a new pictorial directory the week of October 25-29. Sign up in the 

narthex or online (https://www.faith-online.org/). The Church code is: il248 and the church 
password is: photos.  

 We will have Trunk or Treat on October 29 at 3 pm 
 We will receive new members in worship on Reformation Sunday, October 30. Everyone is 

reminded to wear RED!  
 

Those are just a few highlighted items; check out all that is happening by reading the 
newsletter, checking out our website (https://www.faith-online.org/) and Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/FaithLutheranOFallon), the bulletin, or sign up for the mid-week 
updates (email me and I will sign you up).  
 

As I mentioned last month, Love Fund has been and continues to be 
busy. As of September 15, we have received 115 calls for assistance. 
We have helped 84 neighbors with over $14,000 worth of assistance 
pledged.  We are also working individually with families to help them 
sign up for LIHEAP and LIHWAP help. LIHEAP is money from the state 
to help families with their Ameren bills. LIHWAP is a new program 
that will help with water and sewer for families. If you think you could qualify for help with 
your power or water bills, or want to find out the income requirements, please talk to me 
confidentially. If you know someone who may qualify, send them my way too.   
 

Janet Hernandez, AdminCoordinator  

Helping our 
neighbors. 
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WEEK 35 FINANCIAL STATUS  
GENERAL FUND as of AUGUST 31, 2022 

 
 
 2022 2022 Percent of Full 
  35th WEEK Full Year Year Budget 
GENERAL FUND RECEIPTS ACTUAL BUDGET RECEIVED 
Envelope Giving: Pledged $401,592.19  $572,400.00      70.2%  
Envelope Giving: Non-Pledged     66,350.76   70,000.00       94.8% 
Plate Offering 6,650.77 7,000.00 95.0% 
Total General Fund Offerings 474,593.72           649,400.00          73.1% 
Other Income *                    2,831.45  5,100.00                     55.5%                  
TOTAL General Fund INCOME  $477,425.17   $654,500.00     72.9%  
 

BUDGETED EXPENSES ** $412,419.13   $612,737.00 
Mission Support at 10% 47,459.37   64,940.00 
TOTAL Budgeted EXPENSES          $459,878.50   $677,677.00 
 

VARIANCE                                       $17,546.67            ($23,177.00) 
 

NOTES:   
 

The $401,592.19 of Pledged Giving represents over 100% of pledged giving expected through 
week 35, and includes $35,180 in Prepaid Pledges which have been transferred from Prepaid 
Pledges Allocated to the General Fund Year to Date. As of August 31, Faith has a balance of 
$20,060 in Prepaid Pledges which will be transferred to the General Fund over the remaining 
quarter of 2022. Total General Fund Income was 72.9% of the full year expected amount. (The 
straight-line percentage amount would be 67.3%).  Our total General Fund Income year-to-
date through week 35 shows a positive variance of $17,546.67 as compared to “Budgeted 
Expenses.”  
 

**Budgeted expenses are not realized expenses but are estimates based on every line item in 
the budget being fully expended, with expenses spread out evenly per week throughout the 
year. (The Treasurer’s report shows actual expenses paid by month and year-to-date in 2022.) 
 

*The Other Income category above includes Building Use Fees, Checking Account Interest, 
Credit Card Awards, Thrivent Choice Dollars, and transfers from Allocated Funds to the General 
Fund at start of year, if any.     
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Jan Mikkelson, Financial Secretary 
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August 31, 2022  
        

 
 

*Thrivent Choice, Interest, Building Use, etc.      
**Building Fund, Community Meals, Love Fund, Food Pantry, Filling Space for Grace,  

Landscaping, etc.  
 
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS BALANCE as of August 31, 2022: 
Carrollton Bank Checking $  29,609.04 
Carrollton Bank Money Market 323,026.65 
Fidelity Investment - Endowment 54,816.55 
Fidelity Investment 329,072.06 
TOTAL  $736,524.30 
 

 August 2022 YTD 2022 %Budget 

Budgeted Income Received (Plate/Envelope/
Prepaid Pledge/Stock Gift) 

$55,509.80 $474,593.72 73.1% 

Additional Income received* $3,470.26 $8,320.14 163.1% 

Total Budgeted Income $58,980.06 $482,913.86 73.8% 
    

Board Budget Expenses (Discretionary) 4,330.63 51,927.51 68.0% 

Building Equipment Budget Expenses (Fixed) 8,785.57 78,144.56 71.8% 

Staff Salaries Budget Expenses (Fixed) 33,182.58 270,882.90 64.4% 

Staff Support Budget Expenses (Fixed) 830.46 7,629.15 54.3% 

Mission Support (Synod/Local Benevolence)  5,550.99 47,459.76 73.1% 

Total Budgeted Expenses $52,680.23 $456,043.88 67.1% 
    

Budget Income/Expense Variance $6,299.83 $26,869.98  
    

Special Offerings received (Designated and 
Restricted allocated funds)** 

$79,948.72 $253,128.93 
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During this past summer, we became aware that several staff positions were going to turnover 
during the summer and fall.  These include:  the Music Coordinator, the completion of Vicar 
Brian’s internship the end of August, the loss of the Multi-Media Director and Children’s 
Education Director October 1st , and we had the vacancy of the part-time Member Care and 
Discipleship Pastor which was approved last fall but not filled. Vicar Brian essentially filled this 
role.  
 

We formed a small committee to evaluate Faith’s staffing needs and develop solutions and 
options for supporting our congregation. Worship & Music, the staff, Treasurer, P&D, and of 
course Pastor Candice are represented in this group. We determined that our number one 
priority was to work the near-term openings so we can transition through this period without 
interruption in our music ministry, Christian Education, and multi-media support to our 
worship services. 
 

We developed a plan which included shifting some responsibilities of the staff around and 
adding some hours to their workload to cover our immediate needs. We are grateful for a staff 

FUND ACCOUNTS BALANCE as of August 31, 2022  
Allocated Funds (restricted/designated) 201,794.95 
Building Fund 20/20 170,956.52 
Carryover Fund 194,454.61 
Endowment Fund                                                                                     60,449.87 
General/Budget Fund 43,035.22 
Mission Support (Benevolence)  9,509.05 
Fidelity Investment Unrealized Gains/Losses 56,324.08 
TOTAL $736,524.30 
 

FAITH CENTER MORTGAGE UPDATE – August 2022 
August 1 Principal Balance $368,000.00 
Interest Paid                                  $1,265.11 
Principal Paid                                                                                    $3,000.00 
August 31 Principal Balance $365,000.00 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan Carlson, Treasurer 
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that is flexible and willing to take on additional workload and new requirements to make this 
happen. In addition, volunteers are picking up some tasks that have previously been done by 
staff. We have enough time left with the incumbents of these positions to do training and work 
a smooth handoff of responsibilities. In addition, Jamie Keys was hired to cover children’s 
music and to be the Praise Band assistant. 
 

While working to solve our immediate staffing needs and understand the needs of the 
congregation, several very key factors became apparent: 
 

1. Our experience with Vicar Brian demonstrated the great benefits of having a full-time 
pastoral presence.  He provided coverage for worship when needed, visitation of 
members in need, and Bible study classes to name just a few areas. 

2. The music program at Faith has been a high priority for years and continues to be very 
important in our congregational life. We also have strong support for a 3rd service with 
contemporary worship music. We need to continue to attract high quality staff which 
encourages participation by the congregation to build these programs. 

3. Christian Education and Confirmation continued to be very important to our 
membership. 

4. We need to review compensation of our staff so that we can ensure continuity of our 
programs and retain high quality people.   

5. We need additional resources in order to provide the appropriate staff to support this 
vibrant congregation. 

 

We have been exploring a range of various options and scenarios for our future staff 
configuration which ultimately are driven by financial resources available to pay the salaries 
and benefits. The easiest option is to keep all the part-time roles as they exist and hire new 
staff for the vacant roles, but managing many part-time positions is not ideal. This includes the 
Member Care and Discipleship Pastor.  Another option is to consolidate part-time positions 
into one, rehire a Christian Education Director, and then fill the Member Care and Discipleship 
Pastor. Our ultimate vision is to call a full-time Worship Arts Pastor, who would manage the 
worship service content and the music programs. In addition, some pastoral roles would be 
redistributed between Pastor Candice and the new position.   
 

There is still much work to be done to fill in the many details of this plan. Our plan is to provide 
a detailed update to the congregation in January which will detail the job description of the 
new position and our rationale for these changes. We also plan to cover the financial aspects of 
this change. We will continue to update the congregation on our progress.  
 

Steve Frederickson, P&D Board Chair 
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O’Fallon Food Pantry 
 

The food pantry served 253 families in August - 497 adults and 
229 children, for a total of 726 people served. The pantry spent 
$11,033.78 for food, and was open 13 days in August. 
 

The food pantry thanks all those who help us with food items 
and bags. Please remember that only non-perishable food 
items and paper bags should be placed in the little red wagon in 
the Foyer. If you have non-food items that you wish to donate 
to the Township’s monthly garage sale that benefits the food pantry, please take those items 
directly to the Township garage in back of the Township Building. The Boy Scout Food Drive is 
November 21. More details to come. 
 

God’s Blessings, Marjorie Ballard 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Because of you and countless others who have packed a box 
for Operation Christmas Child, 198 million boys and girls in 
more than 170 countries have experienced the joy of 
Christmas and heard the Good News, the Good News of Jesus 
Christ, since its inception in 1993. The love of Christ is within 
the gifts specially chosen and packed for a child. The Good 
News of Christ is information added at the processing centers 
that introduce them to Jesus, and in many countries, invite 
them to participate in a discipleship program called ‘The 
Greatest Journey.’  
 

You can make an eternal impact on a child you do not know and have never seen when you 
simply pack a shoebox. It’s like a love letter to a child needing to know someone out there 
loves them and prays for them. Put a face on Christ’s love; add a picture of yourself and a short 
message; these items are the things the children treasures most. Receiving such a box brings 
immeasurable joy and hope to a child!      
 

You will find all the information you need to pack a box in the narthex starting October 23.  
Shoeboxes for packing will be available. To help with processing, they ask you to enclose $10 
with your box. If you donate this online, print out the label and attach it to your box; they will 
notify you by email of the country your box was delivered to. Bring your filled box to church no 
later than Sunday, November 13.  If you have any questions, please contact Cleta Knoebel.  
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Sermon Series to Explore Lives of “Extraordinary Disciples” 
Sundays, October 9 through 30 with Pastor Wehrs 

 

We all know that Jesus calls us to live faithfully, but what, exactly, does “faithful living” look 
like? The fact is that every individual Christian exists in a unique setting, with a set of 
circumstances unlike anyone else’s -- so it’s perfectly natural that faithfulness to Jesus can look 
different for each of us, too. 
 

For four weeks this fall, beginning October 9 at both services, Pastor Richard Wehrs will be at 
Faith Lutheran to share a series of sermons under the theme “In the Footsteps of the 
Faithful.” Each week will focus on a real-life Christian who expressed their faith in highly 
unique ways, each making a difference in response to the circumstances they found 
themselves in. Their stories of how they responded to Christ’s call, and the images which will 
accompany the sermons, will draw us in and invite us to reflect on how we, too, can walk 
faithfully. 
 

Pastor Wehrs will also lead a sermon discussion group following the second service each 
week, beginning at 11:30 am in the Sanctuary.   
 

Please plan to join in this fascinating and inspiring exploration of Christian faith in action!  
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Amazing Support for COTA for Graham! 
 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU for donating, eating at a Dine 
to Donate event, buying a Graham’s Prix t-shirt, or sharing information 
about COTA for Graham within your own network. Graham, Zach, Tori, 
and their team sincerely appreciate the blessings and prayers being sent 
their way. The Faith community continues to amaze the Engels with 
your generosity of spirit and support. 

 

TX Roadhouse provided a wonderful backdrop to enjoy delicious 
food and share Graham’s journey with supporters and new friends 
alike! Thanks to the vast community participation, over $520 was raised for COTA for 
Graham in one evening!  

 

Our first major event will be a PUZZLE RACE on Saturday, October 8 at Faith Lutheran 
Church. Doors open at 5:30 pm and racing starts at 6 pm. Teams of 4 to 6 will work 
together to complete a 750-piece puzzle with prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. Registration 
is $20 per person. Childcare is available for $10 per child or $25 per family. Hot dogs, 
hamburgers, bratwursts, chips, candy, water, soda, Gatorade, and baked goods will be 
available for purchase. *Register and pay on our website by October 1.  
 

If you would like to help the Engels out, we are looking for volunteers to: 
 Be an event chair or be on an event planning committee to 

plan fundraising events.  
We’re looking for someone to plan a springtime event. 

 Be a day-of volunteer to help hand out supplies, check people 
in, solicit donations, etc. 

 Write thank-you notes to donors and sponsors. 
 Provide a meal to Zach and Tori through Meal Train: 

www.mealtrain.com/trains/yno7zm. 
 Use your graphic design skills and writing skills to help with 

Facebook and website information.  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA OUTLETS!!!      
Facebook: www.facebook.com/COTAForGraham     Website: www.COTAforGraham.com  
 

Reach out to cotaforgraham@gmail.com to volunteer or to be added to our monthly 
update email list. You can also text or call Christina Farmer. 

 

The Children’s Organ Transplant Association (COTA) is a national 501(c)3 charity dedicated to 
organizing and guiding communities in raising funds for transplant-related expenses as out-of-

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/yno7zm
https://www.facebook.com/COTAForGraham
http://www.COTAforGraham.com
mailto:cotaforgraham@gmail.com
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Music Rehearsals on Thursday Nights 
 

5:45 pm - Senior Bells     6:45 pm - Choir     7:30 pm - Praise Band 
 

All are welcome to join us in making music for the Lord! If you have any questions, 
contact Andrew Gibb-Clark at choirdirector@faith-online.org. Contact Andrew in 
advance if childcare is needed. 

Fit4God 
Weekly on Thursdays 
6 pm - Education Hall 
 

This group is for 
individuals to gather 
for Bible study and 
health/wellness discussion. The class is very 
hands on. We cook together, do some 
laughter yoga and chair exercises, and share 
plans/coping with holiday eating.  
 

Contact Janet Hernandez for more 
information. 

 

The 26th Annual Pete MacLaughlin  
Memorial Golf Tournament  

 

We had another great 
year on September 11, 
raising an amazing 
$8,748 for the O’Fallon 
Community Food 
Pantry. Thanks to the 
golfers, hole sponsors, 
and tournament 
committee for their 
generous donations.  
- Matt Ahlvin 

pocket expenses can add up to tens of thousands of dollars annually for transplant families. 
Lifetime totals often exceed $1,000,000. In cases where a shortfall exists, COTA helps bridge 
the financial gap. One hundred percent of all funds raised for COTA in honor of patients assists 
with transplant-related expenses. 

Welcome Jamie Keys  – Faith’s new Music Assistant and 

Children’s Music Director. Jamie is starting music for our children in 
grades 2 – 6. Rehearsal times will be announced SOON! Look for 
information through Facebook and more!! 
 

Please contact Jamie at musicassistant@faith-online.org for more 
information and to let her know your child is interested in singing and 
playing in Faith’s Children’s Music programs. 

mailto:musicassistant@faith-online.org
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60’s+ Group 
Wednesday, October 19 
11:30 am 
Eckert’s Restaurant 
Belleville 
 

Age 60 or over? Join us for 
our monthly lunch! Enjoy great fellowship 
and a meal. RSVP to Wendy McDonnell by 
Sunday, October 16. 

Monthly Card Club 
Wednesday, October 5 
6:30 pm, Faith Center 
 

Join our card club! Games 
like Canasta, Euchre, etc. 

Contact the office if you need childcare. 
 

Questions? Contact Bill Brunner or Dara Voss. 

Women’s Book Club 
Tuesday, October 25 
7 pm, Faith Center  
 

Read The Martian by Andy 
Weir and join our discussion.  
 

Contact Janet Hernandez at 
admincoordinator@faith-
online.org if you have any 
questions. 

Men’s Book Club 
Wednesday, October 26 
7 pm, Location TBD (check 
bulletin announcements and 
weekly reminders) 
 

Read The Hot Hand by Ben 
Cohen and join our 
discussion. Contact Kevin Eiler 

or Phil Cyr for more information. 

Rise & Shine Family Fun 
Walk, Run, Stroll, or Roll! 
Saturdays at 8 am 
MCT trail across from Fulton Jr. High School  
 

Contact Tori Engel or Matt Ahlvin to be 
added to the communications group for 
inclement weather and to make sure we 
know to look for you before we head out. 

Rise & Shine 
QR Code  
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Community Meals 
Mondays, October 3, 17, 24, 31 

5-6:30 pm, Faith Center 
 

Come one, come all for a tasty hot meal in the Faith Center 
every Monday evening (except Federal holidays). Bring 
family, friends, and anyone interested in food and fellowship.  
 

You can help support Community Meals by donating to our October Food Drive, located in the 
Narthex. Monetary donations are also welcome. Thank you for supporting this ministry. Please 
direct any questions to Betsy Layfield. 
 

October Food Drive Donation List: 

Pasta Noodles 
Angel Hair Spaghetti 
Rotini Pasta (diagonal cut) 
Spaghetti Sauce 
Evaporated Milk 
Taco Seasoning 
Canned Nacho cheese soup 
Canned Cream of Chicken Soup 
Canned Cream of Mushroom Soup 

Chicken Stock/Broth (4 cup box)  
Non-stick cooking spray 
Gallon “Zip-lock” type bags 
Paper Towel rolls 

“Ritz” Style Crackers - Regular or Vegetable 
Canned Tomato Paste 
Canned Diced Tomatoes 
Canned Whole Kernel Corn 

Canned Cut Green Beans 
Canned Carrots 
Canned Sliced Mushrooms 
Canned Mandarin Oranges 
Canned Sliced Peaches 
Canned Sliced Apples 
Canned Fruit Cocktail 
Canned Sliced Pears 

O’Fallon Habitat for Humanity 
Howling Habitat 5K 
October 29 - O’Fallon Public Safety Building 
285 N. Seven Hills Road, O’Fallon 
 

It’s time again for the annual 5K to raise money for Habitat for 
Humanity! All ages can participate. There’s a Costume Contest and free 
breakfast after the race!  
 

You must register before race day! Registration deadline is October 14. 
Forms can be found at the Welcome Center, or you may visit their website at 
www.Active.com. 



16 

 
 
 

 

Programs for Young Children Happenings: October will be a busy 
month for PYC, including a field trip to Braeutigam Farm with 
students and their parents, a visit from the Fire Department for a 
supervised fire drill and fire safety presentation, and a dress up 
parade at the end of the month. The PYC staff will also travel to Springfield, IL together from 
October 13-15 to attend the Illinois Association for the Education of Young Children annual 
conference. They look forward to hearing the keynote speaker discuss moving beyond 
conventional discipline to guidance, which fits perfectly into PYC’s philosophy on managing 
student behavior. Other breakout sessions include topics such as math, literacy, STEAM, music, 
and the importance of play! This professional development opportunity will provide time for 
the staff members to reflect on their current practices and return with new ideas for their 
classrooms. We hope they have some fun together, too!  
 

Hopefully by now you’ve all had the chance to see the new Nature Play Space on the hill and 
behind the Youth House. To say it’s been a blessing to the students at PYC is an 
understatement. Classes are out playing each day - climbing, swinging, digging, and balancing. 
Creative and imaginary play comes to life in the 
little village and in our stationary canoes. We 
have one last project we hope to build this fall. 
Once the concrete pad is poured, we hope to 
gather a group to put together a pavilion, so that 
we have a covered space for outdoor learning. If 
you’d be willing to lend a hand, please be 
watching the weekly announcements from the 
church for the dates. We appreciate all the help 
we’ve gotten from the church and community to 
make these spaces come to life!  
 

With gratitude,  
PYC Oversight Committee 
Kristin Flor, PYC Director  
 

Students enjoying our new play 
spaces. Such joy! 

Continued on the next page 
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Continued from page 16 

More pictures of our outdoor play spaces! 
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Faith’s 6th graders will have the opportunity to 
attend Service & Skate on October 22 from 10:30 am 
to 2 pm. The kids will do a short service project at 
Faith before going to Skate City Fun Spot for pizza 
and skating. Friends are invited to attend; visit Faith’s 
website to sign up your child.  

 
 
3rd-5th grade youth will have the opportunity to spend the 
night at the church with lock-ins this year. Our first lock-in is 
October 22 starting at 6 pm. There will be games, movies, and 
food! We will end the lock-in on Sunday morning by going to 
Sunday School at 9 am. There will be additional lock-ins for this 
age group on December 3 and April 22. 
 
 

Faith will host its annual Trunk or Treat on 
October 29 from 3:30-5 pm. All community 
members are welcome to attend. Share the 
event with your friends and neighbors! This 
year we will serve hot chocolate and apple 
cider. We are looking for help handing out 
candy, so if you would like to decorate your 
trunk and be a part of the event, sign up on 
Faith’s website. 
 
We are always looking for volunteers to 
help out with Sunday School and other 
events at Faith. If you would like to be a 
part of the youth activities, but don’t know 
where you fit in, please contact me and we 
can get you connected! 
 
Peace, 
Jenny Roberts, Youth Director 
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Bell Blurbs 
 

October 2022 is the 25th Anniversary month of the start of handbells 
at Faith! The Miles’ family generous gift of the first octave of bells 
honored and continues to honor Bob’s life, his abiding love for 
family, his deep faith in God, and his love of music. Thank you to the 
Miles’ family for getting Faith started with our handbell and chimes 
music!  
 

October 23 is our Handbell Celebration Sunday! Our handbells will 
play during both services. Handbells will play “Jubilation” by Mary 
Kay Parrish. This piece, with its bouncy, rhythmic music (and use of 
mallets), will bring a joyful worship-filled moment! 
 

We will also play “Stand Up for Jesus,” arranged by Janet Linker and Jane McFadden for 
handbells and organ. Our very own Marcia Harty will play the organ with the handbells. 
 

Join us as we celebrate the gift of handbell music on Sunday, October 23!  
 
In honor of October and Halloween, here is a handbell Riddle/Pun: 
 

What do handbell ringers consider their  
favorite horror movie? 

 

The answer can be found on page 22 of this newsletter.  
 

Until next month… 

Bob Miles 

Travel Adventure-Sharing Group 
By Connie McCoy 
 

Interested in learning about places on your travel 
'bucket list'? Have you been somewhere exciting and 
want to share your adventures with others? Do you 
have any 'horror' travel stories?  
 

We are interested in setting up an adventure-sharing group to meet once a month on Sundays 
at 10:30 am starting in October. Watch for information in the bulletin and in the midweek 
announcements. Please drop me a note in my mailbox if you are interested. I can't wait to hear 
about your travels! 
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Katie’s Table Women’s Bible Study 
Mondays - 6:30 pm - Library 
Facilitated by Joe Shepherd 
 

We will continue our weekly study of that little known, yet fascinating 
prophet, Habakkuk. The book is only three chapters long, and we are still 
in the first chapter, so feel free to jump in and join us. We are using the 
book Habakkuk: Remembering God’s Faithfulness When He Seems Silent 
by Dannah Gresh. You can order through Christianbook.com or 
smile.amazon.com.  

Adult Education Offerings for Fall - It’s not too late to join a class! 

The Miracles of Jesus 
Sundays - 9 am - Faith Center 
Facilitated by Doreen Klages 
 

Join us for a Bible Study on the Miracles of Jesus by James Harpur.  If you 
have any questions, contact Doreen. 

Men’s Square Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 7 am - Bob Evans (Fairview Heights) 
Facilitated by John Knoebel and Karl Buch 
 

Enjoy breakfast together while delving into the Gospel 
reading for the upcoming Sunday. Men’s Square is the 
longest-running Bible study at Faith. All men are invited. 

Sermon Deep Dive 
Sundays - 11:30 am -  Sanctuary 
 

We'll study the scriptures appointed for that Sunday in further depth  
and how to make use of them in our daily lives. Each week is fully 
encapsulated, so you can come as often as you're able. The study will 
happen each Sunday through Advent (with some exceptions for 
church events). Childcare will be available! 
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Torah Club 2022-2023 
Begins Tuesday, October 18  
9:30-11 am - Faith Center 
Facilitated by Cleta and John Knoebel 
  

Since October 2020, a group of people from 
Faith met every Tuesday morning studying 
“Jesus, My Rabbi,” a two-year Bible study 
from First Fruits of Zion (FFOZ). 
  

In mid-October, we begin a new one-year 
study titled “The Beginning of Wisdom.” We 
will study weekly readings from the first five 
books of the Bible (known as the Books of 
Moses or the Torah), with the addition of the wisdom literature from Job, Proverbs, Psalms, 
Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. The class requires some pre-class study time. Everyone has 
a weekly lesson booklet to read before class. In class, we have a 15-20 minute video followed 
by discussion on the materials read. This class is for those intent on looking at the Jewish roots 
of our faith and are willing to invest intentional study time.   
  

Membership in Torah Club is $60 per year. The benefits of membership can be found on  
torahclub.ffoz.org/student/member-benefits. 
  

Cleta and John Knoebel lead the club at Faith. If you are interested in Torah Club, Cleta Knoebel 
will tell you how to become a member.  

HaYesod: The Sabbath 
Begins Sunday, October 2 - 9 am - Location TBD 
Facilitated by Cleta Knoebel 
 

The HaYesod discipleship program from First Fruits of Zion educates 
believers on their relationship with the Promised Land, the historic 
people of God, and the Scriptures of the Jewish people. The HaYesod 
module, The Sabbath, is composed of ten compelling lessons that 
explore the biblical Sabbath and its observance and implications for 
believers today. The Student Workbook ($35) presents the entire 
lesson outline and material in detail, and runs parallel to the video 

teachings. (Contact Cleta if the cost of the workbook is a concern for you.) Direct any questions 
to Cleta.  

http://torahclub.ffoz.org


22 

 

Please notify the church office if any of  
these names can be taken off the list. 

Grieving:  
Scott Framsted & family, loss of mother 
Sheila Buch & family, loss of sister 
Family & friends of Mary Lund 
Robin Runyan & family, loss of uncle 
Family & friends of Marlene Austen 
Diane Strojia, loss of mother 
Family & friends of Rob Edgar 
Anita Snyder & family, loss of brother 
Jeannie VanderKruik, loss of grandmother 
Tori Rogers & family, loss of uncle 
Family & friends of Dennis Buske 
Joan Jinks & family, loss of sister 
Jenny Roberts, loss of grandfather 
Paul Ahlvin & family, loss of mother 
Munhui Farson & family, loss of father 
Debbie Cyr & family, loss of brother 
Betsy Layfield & family, loss of mother 
Barb Anthony, loss of mother 
Family & friends of Jamie Murphy (Curtis) 
Amee Lemieux & family, loss of mother 
Heather Jones & family, loss of mother 

Health Concerns: 
Alison Gill, Ross Hall, Jackie Mitchell, Pat 
Hrasky, Connie McCoy, Candy Stender, Jim 
Nunn, Marvin and Monica Groothuis, Kathleen 
Worthen, Vern Welter, Joslyn Anderson, Geri 
Hughes, Gracie Ware, Chad Olsen, Jason 
Larson, Bob Austen, Janet Middendorf, Graham 
Engel, Pat Schultz, Debbie Lands, Charlotte 
Kraus, Marie Blanchard 

Giving to Faith 
scan this code  

Child care is available Sundays from birth to 
five years old during all worship services! 
Contact Kristin Howe with your questions at 
nurserymanager@faith-online.org or  
972-8622.  

Child Care 

 

Answer to handbell  
Riddle/Pun from page 19: 

Absence of Mallets  
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Oct 2 Galen Pool, Chris Cooper 
Oct 3 Ainsley Pipas 
Oct 4 Peter Brinkmeier, Rosalind 

Stevens, Michael Carter 
Oct 6 Kimberly Slaton, Avery Casberg 
Oct 7 Lucas Framsted 
Oct 8 Tanya Miller 
Oct 9 Les Hostetler, Marjorie Ballard, 

Eric Taylor, Angela Magness 
Oct 10 Kent Beck, Charlie Claxton, Erin 

Tippit 
Oct 11 Tyler Howe, Carson Howe 
Oct 12 Roger Rader 
Oct 13 Antonio Skrabacz, Terry Rensing, 

Barney Miller 
Oct 14 Denise Burton, Daniel Mack, Diane 

Riling, Brielle Gramm 
Oct 15 Kelly Lairmore 
Oct 18 Keely Wunder, Karri Roman 
Oct 21 Kati Frederickson, Ingrid Heinrich 
Oct 22 Michelle Reyna, Heather Jones, 

Joan Jinks, Deb Snyder, Karen 
Miles 

Oct 23 Vanessa Sill, Patrick Joyce 
Oct 24 Amy Schuck 
Oct 25 Sharon Bowen, Lauren Meyer, 

Barbie Hollis, Nathan Burton 
Oct 26 Madeline Horejsi, David Layfield 
Oct 27 Rachel Brinkmeier, Rodney Brown 
Oct 28 Frank Bandre, Cale Frisse 
Oct 29 Jason Barnett, Donna MacLaughlin 

Oct 4 James & Melissa Grindstaff, 19 years 
Oct 5 Bill & Darlene Brunner, 37 years 
Oct 14 Trevor & Becky Knapp, 22 years 
Oct 14 Paul & Joan Jinks, 50 years 
Oct 15 Tim & Jean Alf, 56 years 
Oct 16 Jason & Taylor Gramm, 1 year 
Oct 17 Mike & Karin Cokenour, 30 years 
Oct 17 Rex & Cindy Perry, 24 years 
Oct 17 Chris & Dawn Cooper, 24 years 
Oct 20 Jason & Brooke Barnett, 21 years 
Oct 23 Tom & Christy Spicer, 23 years 
Oct 23 Michael & Kelly Carter, 12 years 
Oct 23 John & Susan Manfredi, 1 year 
Oct 24 John & Tammy Harty, 30 years 
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Faith Lutheran Church 
520 E Highway 50 
O’Fallon IL  62269 

Church Office Hours  
Monday - Friday  
9 am - 3 pm 
618-632-5562 
 

Sunday Worship   
9 am and 10:30 am 
Sunday School at 9 am 
 

www.faith-online.org 
faith@faith-online.org 
 

Ministers: People of Faith 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Candice Wassell 
 

Newsletter articles due the  
3rd Sunday of the month 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Wendy McDonnell 

October is  
Pastor Appreciation Month! 

 

Let Pastor Candice know how her leadership 
has blessed and encouraged you! 

Sunday, November 20 
11:30 am - Lunch in Faith Center 

1 pm - Meeting in Sanctuary 
 

All confirmed members are  
encouraged to attend. 


