
  

November 2021 

Sunday, November 7 

Sunday, November 21 
1 pm - Sanctuary 

All voting members are asked to attend. 

Sunday, November 21 
After the Annual Meeting - Sanctuary 

Help us decorate the Sanctuary! 

ALWAYS FREE!  
Drive-Through at Faith on  

Thanksgiving Day  
11 am to 1:30 pm 

Change your clocks 
back for Sunday, 

November 7! 

O’Fallon Annual Community 
Thanksgiving Meal 
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         Grace to you and peace! 

 
A colleague of mine recently asked his congregation to raise their hands if they felt they were 
disciples of Jesus. The response from the congregation was meager, so he asked a new 
question, “How many of you consider yourself a Christian?” This question got a universal set of 
hands raised in response. It gave him pause, as it does me. So we talked more about how his 
congregation, and I would guess most of us, would define both of these terms. We agreed 
most people would define a Christian as someone who is a follower of Jesus and has faith in 
him as their Savior. A disciple, on the other hand, is someone who goes out and makes more 
disciples. In other words, it’s a matter of intentionality.  
 

I have to admit, when we parsed the definitions, I might find myself reticent to raise my hand if 
asked, “Do you consider yourself a disciple?” I know I am a Christian. I love Jesus. I follow him 
and his teachings shape my life and give me the promise of eternal life. But to the extent that I 
spend my days sharing this Good News with the expressed intent of creating more disciples … 
well, I can’t make that claim as boldly.  
 

Don’t get me wrong, I do try to live my life in such a 
way that my actions proclaim Jesus. If someone is 
hurting, I will pray with them. If someone is 
searching for a church, I will invite them to Faith. But 
it has never been my practice as a Christian to 
“disciple” others.  
 

Why is that?  
 

I suppose I’m uncomfortable with the idea of 
aggressive evangelism. I’ve been raised in a tradition 
were ostentatious piety and expressions of faith were eschewed. I’ve heard over and over the 
maxim, “Spread the Gospel … if necessary, use words.” And so, I’ve lived a good Christian life, 
but not necessarily a good disciple’s life. Am I in trouble of judgment from God? Well, no. We 
Lutherans do not believe that our good works draw us nearer to God and further from hell. We 
believe our good works are the result of transformed hearts, made such by the promise of 
Christ’s salvific death on the cross. A very theological way of saying – Jesus rescued me and 
because of that, I love him in word and deed.  
 

But … I do find myself suddenly intrigued by this notion of discipleship and wondering what 
place more conversations about intentionality have at Faith. And I wonder how different my 
life would look if I set out to be not a Christian, but a disciple.  
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Dear Friends,  

 
One of my favorite seminary courses was focused on the theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. A 
Lutheran pastor, his brave resistance to the Nazi regime led to his execution at a concentration 
camp in 1945. 
 

Lately, I’ve been thinking about a phrase he wrote while imprisoned. “We must learn to regard 
people less in the light of what they do or omit to do, and more in the light of what they 
suffer.” 
 

I think a good example for today might be frustration while driving in traffic. For instance, 
when drivers refuse to allow others to merge, or drift out of their lane. Other times, people 
lose their cool when traffic isn’t moving at all. These days it’s not surprising to see tempers 
flare just waiting in line at a drive-thru window.   
 

But what if instead of judging others as terrible drivers or terrible people, we took a moment 
to consider what the other is suffering? What if we tried to love our neighbor just a little bit 
more? 
 

For Bonhoeffer, loving the neighbor meant leaving the safety of life in the U.S. and returning to 
Germany. He preached, taught, and saved people regardless of the consequences. I’m 
reminded of how fortunate we are to live in our time and place, and that God’s command to 
love the neighbor includes both the big and small actions we take. 
 

This fall, I am praying for the Spirit to help me feel a greater sense of empathy for others, and 
to show more kindness in the everyday ways we interact. To regard people less in what they 
do, and more in what they suffer. Won’t you join me?  
 

Peace,  
Vicar Brian 

I’m praying about this and hope you’ll pray with me, too. I wonder what the Holy Spirit is 
calling us to in this next year, but more importantly, in the next five to ten years at Faith. And I 
wonder how living intentionally together as disciples of Christ might shape our mission, 
fellowship, and outreach.  
 

May the Holy Spirit bless our discernment and guide our future! 
 

Peace & Joy, 
Pastor Candice Wassell   
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“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 

Morgan, Robert J. (2003). Then Sings My Soul. Nashville, TN:  
Thomas Nelson, Inc.   

 

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, 

to give you a future and a hope.  Jeremiah 29:11 
 

A few days before I sat down to draft this article, I was flipping through the channels on 
television and came upon the last 15 minutes or so of “Sister Act 2” as the kids are getting 
prepared to perform in the choir competition! What do they perform? “Joyful, Joyful, We 
Adore Thee”! The kids sang with joy, enthusiasm, energy, and with lively movements. 
 

I always find this hymn very joy-filled and uplifting. How can it not be with words like “Melt the 
clouds of sin and sadness; Drive the dark of doubt away; Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us (me) 
with the light of day!” How could you not have a smile on your face when singing this hymn or 
even just thinking of the words??!!! 
 

Henry van Dyke, the author of the hymn, was born in Pennsylvania, was a pastor at Brick 
Presbyterian Church in New York City, a professor of English literature at Princeton, and an 
author of a number of books. In 1907, he was invited to preach at Williams College in 
Massachusetts. One morning, he gave the college president a piece of paper, saying, “Here is a 
hymn for you. Your mountains (the Berkshires) were my inspiration. It must be sung to the 
music of Beethoven’s ‘Hymn of Joy.’”   
 

Later when asked about this hymn, van Dyke said, “…this is a hymn of trust and joy and hope.” 
So, as we enter November and later share in Thanksgiving and the beginning of Advent, let us 
keep these words of trust, joy, and hope in our hearts! 
 

Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, God of glory Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, Opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; Drive the dark of doubt away;  
Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us (me) with the light of day!”  
   

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays; 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, Flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, Call us to rejoice in Thee. 
 

Thou art giving and forgiving, Ever blessing, ever blest, 
Well-spring of the joy of living, Ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, All who live in love are Thine. 
Teach us how to love each other; Lift us to the joy divine. 
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When this newsletter comes out, I will be in the middle of my 
vacation for a family wedding in Texas. It will be nice to spend some 
time with extended family and hopefully get some R&R. It has been 
some time since I have taken a proper vacation, I am not even sure I know how to do it! I 
imagine there are many of us who may be experiencing similar feelings with maybe a touch of 
anxiety in getting away from the area in which we have hunkered down for almost two years 
now. I will reflect on Psalm 91 while I pack, trusting God to shelter me on this adventure. If you 
are feeling a little out of sorts as you move toward a more pre-covid life, please search out a 
verse or scripture reading that brings you a sense of God’s presence in that adventure.  
 

I hope you are seeing the rhythm of life here at Faith getting back to what many of us would 
consider normal. Classes are happening, groups are meeting, songs are being sung, and I even 
believe Triumphant Brass will begin practicing again! It brings great hope to see activities inside 
the building come back to life. Faith has been living in its faith throughout the pandemic, but 
man, seeing people, hearing people, physically being present with people brings greater joy!  
 

I spoke a little about Fit4God last month, but I want to highlight it again this month. We will 
start our next Bible study on December 1, and want to give you a heads up if you would like to 
join us. We will do Faithfully Fit: A 40-day Devotional Plan to End the Yo-Yo Lifestyle of 
Chronic Dieting by Claire Cloninger & Laura Barr. You could easily do this as an individual 
journey, but I would encourage you to join us as we unpack each week of our journey for the 
six weeks of December 1 through January 5. Since we will meet during the Advent meals, we 
will meet at 6 pm, grab our dinner from the Advent meal, and head to one of the classrooms. 
We will meet for about 45 minutes, clean up, and then head to Advent worship. Even though 
the book is written by two women, a quick glance doesn’t show it to be woman-centric. Please 
know Fit4God is for ALL individuals who are looking for support to live a healthy, God-honoring 
life. So grab your book from your favorite retailer and join us starting December 1!  
 

Before we get to Advent though, we will have a 5th Monday Ladies’ Night Out! Ladies, put 
November 29 at 6 pm on your calendar for an evening out with just us ladies! Let’s check out 
Cobblestone Eatery: https://www.facebook.com/618cobblestone/ at 115 West St. Louis Street  
 

Mortals join the mighty chorus, Which the Morning Stars began. 
Father love is reigning o’er us, Brother love binds man to man. 
Ever singing, march we onward, Victors in the midst of strife; 
Joyful music lifts us sunward, In the triumph song of life. 

 

Blessings, peace, love ‘n joy, 
Jeannie VanderKruik, Congregational President 

Continued on page 8 

https://www.facebook.com/618cobblestone/
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WEEK 39 FINANCIAL STATUS  
GENERAL FUND  

as of SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 
 

 2021 2021 Percent of Full 
  39th WEEK Full Year Year Budget 

GENERAL FUND RECEIPTS ACTUAL BUDGET RECEIVED 
General Fund Giving: Pledged $406,356.40  $ 545,348.00      74.5%  
General Fund Giving: Un-Pledged          56,099.00  85,000.00        66.0% 
Plate Offering (Untracked portion) 4,126.99 5,000.00 82.5% 
Total General Fund Offerings        $466,582.39           $635,348.00          73.4% 
Other Income *                    2,920.88  3,600.00                      81.1%                  
TOTAL General Fund Income  $469,503.27   $ 638,948.00     73.5%  
 

BUDGETED EXPENSES** $443,181.00   $590,908.00 
Mission Support at 10%  46,658.24   63,534.80 
TOTAL Budgeted Expenses          $489,839.24   $654,442.80 
 

VARIANCE                                             ($20,335.97)               ($15,494.80) 
 

NOTES:   
 

The $406,356 of Pledged Giving represents 99.4 % of pledged giving expected through week 39.  
 

Total General Fund Income was 73.5% of the full year expected amount. Our total General 
Fund Income for the year shows a negative variance of ($20,335.97) as compared to “budgeted 
expenses.” However, **Budgeted expenses in this report are not realized expenses but are 
“what if” estimates based on every line item in the budget being fully expended, with expenses 
spread out evenly per week throughout the year. (The Treasurer’s report shows actual expenses 
paid by month and year to date for 2021.)   
 

*The Other Income category above includes Building Use Fees, Credit Card awards, Thrivent 
Choice Dollars, and Checking Account Interest.     
 

BUILDING FUND 20/20 (Space for Grace) Pledge Period 05/06/18 to 06/05/22 
 

Total Pledge Commitments made (includes all “additional pledges” 2019) $2,980,493 
Building Fund Pledged Giving received 5/06/18 through 09/30/2021      $2,925,981 
Building Fund Pledged Giving percentage of total received through 09/30/2021       98.2% 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Jan Mikkelson, Financial Secretary 
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September 30, 2021 
 

 
*Thrivent Choice, Interest, Building Use, etc. **Building Fund, Love Fund, Food Pantry, etc. 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS BALANCE as of September 30, 2021: 
Carrollton Bank Checking $  22,774.31 
Carrollton Bank Money Market 225,782.90 
Fidelity Investment - Endowment 59,595.64 
Fidelity Investment 344,559.67 
TOTAL  $652,712.52 
 

FUND ACCOUNTS BALANCE as of September 30, 2021  
Allocated Funds (restricted/designated) $191,209.79 
Building Fund 20/20 7,314.27 
Carryover Fund 266,587.66 
Endowment Fund                                                                                     60,449.87 
General/Budget Fund 35,456.58 
Mission Support (Benevolence)  9,786.21 
Fidelity Endowment Gain-unrealized -793.23 
Fidelity Investment Gain-unrealized 82,701.37 
TOTAL $652,712.52 

 September 2021 YTD 2021 % Budget 

Budgeted Income Received (Plate/Envelope/
Prepaid Pledge/Stock Gift) 

    42,445.29 466,582.39 73.4% 

Additional Income received* 797.24 4,470.26  

Total Budgeted Income $43,242.53 $471,252.65 73.8 % 
    

Board Budget Expenses (Discretionary) 6,387.25 39,286.37 55.3% 

Salary/Utility Budget Expenses (Fixed) 46,497.34 368,142.34 70.6% 

Mission Support (Synod/Local Benevolence)  4,244.61 46,658.69 73.4% 

Total Budgeted Expenses $57,129.20 $454,087.40 69.4% 
    

Budget Income/Expense Variance ($13,886.67) $17,165.25  
    

Special Offerings received (Designated and 
Restricted Allocated Funds)** 

$30,271.16 $627,449.58 
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Continued from page 7 

Continued from page 5 

CONSTRUCTION LOAN BALANCE as of September 30, 2021 
September Beginning Balance         $385,000.00 
Interest Due – September                            1,471.10 
Amount Borrowed – September                      0.00 
Total                                                                                       $386,471.10 
Loan Interest Payment - September                                   -1,471.10 
Loan Principal Payment – September -25,000.00 
September Ending Balance                                                 $360,000.00 
 

BUILDING PROJECT SEPTEMBER 2021 SUMMARY:   
Total Construction Cost:  $3,232,289.30 
Total Contributions:  2,925,981.00 
Pledge Contributions Remaining:     107,000.00  
September Contributions:       18,587.77 
September Expenses:       26,784.35 
September Building Fund Balance:        7,314.27 
Estimated Mortgage     424,037.78 (Starts June 2022) 
Estimated Monthly payment         2,600.00 (Starts June 2022)  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan Carlson, Treasurer 

in Lebanon. Let me know if you would like to attend so I can get a good estimate of numbers 
for Cobblestone.  
 

Now back to Advent! We will have mid-week Advent dinners at 6 pm followed by worship at 7 
pm. Please join us for the four Wednesdays of Advent. I am sure Pastor Candice will have a 
great sermon series to direct our attention to heavenly things in the midst of the earthly chaos 
of Christmas celebrations.  
 

As this is the November newsletter, I would remiss in not spending some time in thanksgiving 
for all that God has blessed Faith and me this year. Thank you to ALL who volunteer! People 
always thank me for the job I am doing, but the truth is, I could not do my job without ALL of 
our volunteers! And we absolutely know there would be no joy in my serving without YOU! 
Thank you for supporting my faith and ministry here at Faith. I love you and consider it an 
honor and privilege to work alongside you for the sake of Jesus.  
 

Janet Hernandez, AdminCoordinator 
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Boy Scout Food Drive 
Saturday, November 13 
 

The Boy Scout Food Drive 
supports the O’Fallon Food 
Pantry. You should receive 
information in your home 
mailbox prior to the food 
drive. If you miss leaving your 
donation at your home, please 
take your donations directly to 
the Food Pantry. 

Tuesday, November 23 at 7 pm 
Central Christian Church 
1420 Illini Drive, O’Fallon 

Thursdays, January 13, 20, and 27, 2022 at 7 pm via Zoom 

Week One: Knowing Jesus 
Week Two: Knowing the Sacraments 

Week 3: Knowing Vocation 
 

Contact Pastor Candice for more information at pastorcandice@faith-online.org. 
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The food pantry served 135 families in September - 222 adults and 97 
children, for a total of 319 people served. The pantry spent $5,023.14  
for food, and was open 11 days in September. 
  

The food pantry thanks all those who help us with food items and 
bags. Please remember that only non-perishable food items and 
paper bags should be placed in the little red wagon in the Foyer. If 
you have non-food items that you wish to donate to the Township’s 
monthly garage sale that benefits the food pantry, please take 
those items directly to the Township garage in back of the Township 
Building. 
 

God’s Blessings, Marjorie Ballard 

Youth events at Faith are back in full swing! It took a year 
to get back to normal activities, but there is something 
for everyone. We are always looking for volunteers - 

please contact me if you would like to be involved with youth activities at Faith.  
 

Join us November 5 from 6-7:15 pm for Tiny Church Family Night. This is an event for the 
whole family to experience age-appropriate activities at the church and to meet new people. 
Nursery care is available for children under 3, games and crafts are available for Preschool-4th 
graders, and parents get to have Parents’ Fellowship time without the kids.  
 

We are very excited that on November 13 we will host the Create Art Retreat. This is a favorite 
event for many who enjoy getting creative and learning new things. You can learn to 
embroider, crochet a Christmas ornament, make a watercolor painting, or even make 
Christmas cards. Soups, bread, and a dessert will be provided. You can sign up by visiting the 
Faith website page.  
 

Readings and Carols is a favorite worship during Christmas. The children will present a 
Children’s Readings and Carols on December 12 at the 11 am worship service. We will practice 
the songs during Sunday School. Each class will sing two songs! Our older kids will participate 
by doing the readings. Mark your calendars with this special event. We will have a full group 
practice at 9 am on December 11 - this will double as a parents’ day out until noon.  
 

Has your Jr. High student signed up for Youth Quake yet? This is a weekend getaway for 6th-8th 
graders to experience engaging speakers and music. The registration fee is $75 per participant. 
Please contact me if your family needs financial assistance; scholarships are available! 
 

Peace, 
Jenny Roberts, Youth Director 
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Friday, November 5 
6-7:15 pm  

Children’s Education Hall 

Sign up: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/5080D44ABA82FA7FD0-november 

COME JOIN US FOR 
 

Tiny Church Family Night 

Nursery Care Available! 
 

Pre-K through 4th Grade 
 

Appetizers and Fellowship  
for Adults in the  

Faith Center! 

Create Art Retreat 
Junior High through Adult 

in the Faith Center 
 

Lunch Provided 
free will donation (no fee) 

Nursery care available 

Sign Up: 
https://faithofallon.breezechms.com/

form/2021artretreat 

CREATE 

ART RETREAT 

November 13 - 9 am to 2 pm 

Scrips Gift Cards 

Support Youth Impact Events by 
purchasing cards to give to your  

family and friends. 

Order your gift cards 
for holiday giving! 

 

November 14 
December 12  

 

In the Narthex 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D44ABA82FA7FD0-november
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D44ABA82FA7FD0-november
https://faithofallon.breezechms.com/form/2021artretreat
https://faithofallon.breezechms.com/form/2021artretreat
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Last month, we shared that our staff is taking an on-
line masterclass called CampPLAY to reflect on our 
current practices and to provide inspiration for 
creating the best play environment for the students of 
PYC. One of the lessons shared is all about Loose Parts 
Play. Loose Parts Play is letting a child’s imagination 
play and create with any collection of ‘parts’ put in 
front of them. Loose Parts include materials that can 
be stacked, lined up, combined, redesigned, or be 
used in a way that is not pre-determined. Instead, it is 
completely imagined by the child.  
 

For example, a group of children may use a 
button collection to make patterns, stack into 
a tower, make a mosaic picture, or create a 
story about magical cookies for the fairies we 
cannot see. Loose Parts Play encourages 
creativity, wonder, exploration, and has no 
boundaries on how or what the child should 
be demonstrating. It encompasses many areas 
of learning – fine and gross motor skills, 
problem solving, social skills, skills to develop 
math, science, and literacy, and imagination 
building. There is no equipment to buy, just 
collections to be gathered – most of them 
from nature or things from home! 

 

Can you help us build up our Loose Parts Collection? Over the 
next month, we will be collecting items for our students to use 
for play and creation. If you have extra items taking up space in 
your closets or junk drawers at home, consider putting them in a 
baggy and bringing them up to church! We will leave a collection 
box in the Narthex.  
 
See the next page to view what Loose Parts we are collecting! 
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Loose Parts Wish List: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As always, thanks for your prayers and support! We are grateful to be a 
part of the Faith community.  
  

Blessings,  
PYC Oversight Committee  
Kristin Flor, Director  

Nuts and bolts Film canisters Pompoms 

Buttons Old CDs Marbles 

Rick rack Wood cookies Spools 

Lace Old keys Popsicle sticks 

Golf tees Beads Spice containers 

Clothespins Pipe cleaners Seashells 

Washers Straws Feathers 

Glass beads Bottle caps Toothpicks 

Books of Interest: 
 

Under the Overpass by Mike Yankoski with a forward by Ryan 
Dobson.  A journal of faith on the streets of America. Overnight 
and by his own choice, Mike Yankoski's life went from upper-
middle class plush to scum-of-the-earth repulsive. This unusual, 
captivating, and challenging story will rock your own world. 
Perhaps, even change your life. 

 

Falling into Heaven by Mickey Robinson. A skydiver’s gripping account of heaven, healing, and 
miracles. It is about a dead man coming back to life. This young man’s life was changed when a 
fiery plane crash melted his face and mutilated his body. 
 

The Time of Your Life by Susie Davis. Finding God's rest in your busy schedule. Helps with 
time management.  
 

Commentary on Galatians by Martin Luther. This outstanding doctrinally-sound, 
comprehensive commentary is a verse-by-verse exposition that provides penetrating insights 
into Luther's theology. 
 

Barbie Hollis and Dara Voss 
Faith’s Librarians 
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Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
November 21, 2021 at 1 pm. 
 

In addition to our regular agenda for the annual meeting, 
we will discuss and vote on a change to Faith’s Bylaws. Please review the change (below) prior 
to our meeting. If you have any questions regarding the change, please contact Steve 
Frederickson or Bill Souser from the Planning & Development Board.  
 

Current C13.07. The personnel committee shall consist of two (2) voting members of the 
congregation and the executive secretary who will chair the committee. The members of the 
committee shall be appointed by the president and serve two-year terms that are staggered.  
The personnel committee is responsible for drafting and updating the personnel policies for the 
staff and pastor (if those policies do not conflict with the call of the pastor as issued by the 
congregation.) 
 

Revised C13.07. The personnel committee shall consist of three (3) voting members of the 
congregation appointed by the congregation president and chaired by the executive secretary.  
Committee members serve three-year rotating terms. The personnel committee is responsible 
for drafting and updating the personnel policies for the church staff and pastor (as long as 
those policies do not conflict with the call of the pastor as issued by the congregation). In 
addition, they will provide oversight to boards filling staff positions and plan onboarding, 
recommend raises and salary adjustments for the staff, aid supervisors in resolving staff issues, 
and approve new job descriptions.  
 

Steve Frederickson, P&D Board Chair 

Faith Builders – Below is just one example of our 
Faith Builders program, a program that Karl Buch 
started with the idea to help those in need of a 
car repair, simple carpentry work, or miscellaneous repairs that Karl and others could provide 
to members at Faith Lutheran: 
 

It started with an email that came to Habitat for Humanity. Jim Campbell forwarded the email 
to Karl Buch. Karl found a situation where a lady had colon cancer and lived in a trailer where 
the front porch was dangerous to walk on. He also found that she had not had a functioning 
shower for over three years. He repaired the porch and shower, installed a hand-held shower, 
shower chair, bidet nozzle, and handrails for the toilet. Karl also had people from church bring 
meals to her and her family for several Mondays, and invited Vicar Brian to meet her and start 
a relationship with her.   
 

This is definitely Jesus walking with Faith Lutheran Church!  
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Filling Space for Grace 
 

We are very grateful to you for the donations that have been given and continue to be given to 
Filling Space for Grace!  We wanted to share with you what your donations have made it possi-
ble for us to fill our space with so far.   

Items purchased: 
 Round Tables - 30 
 Seminar Tables - 12 
 Banquet Chairs - 240 
 Chairs for the Classrooms - 36 
 Dirty Dish Table 
 Kitchen Worktable  
 Kitchen Handwash Sink  
 Trash and Recycle Containers 
 Shelving 
 HD Smart TVs for the Classrooms - 4 
 Access Points/Security Cameras  
 Washer & Dryer - 1 
 Floor Scrubber 
 Room Dividers for Classrooms - 2 
 Blinds 

 
Items needed that we have not purchased yet: 

 Chair Dollie 
 Table Dollie for Round Tables 
 Seminar Table Dollie 
 Beverage Table 
 Sharp Interactive Display 
 Sound Dampening/Baffling 
 HD Screen 
 Sound System for Faith Center 
 Personalized Entry Rug 
 Guest Chairs x 4 (with and without arms) 
 Loveseat 

 
Your continued support is welcome! Contribute to Filling Space for Grace here:  

https://www.faith-online.org/filling-space-for-grace 

https://www.faith-online.org/filling-space-for-grace
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Sermons available on podcast! 
  

You can find “Faithfully Yours: Sermons” on 
Apple, Google, Spotify, and all your favorite 

podcast channels. 

 

Faith’s QR Code 
 

Simply scan this code to 
access our online giving 

tool. 

Join Pastor Candice as she leads the High School Youth Group! 

5th Monday Ladies Night Out 
Monday, November 29 at 6 pm 
Cobblestone Eatery 
115 West St. Louis Street, Lebanon 
 

Look for the Facebook post and bulletin 
announcement as we get closer to the 
date, then contact Janet Hernandez at 
admincoordinator@faith-online.org if 
you plan to attend.  

mailto:admincoordinator@faith-online.org
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Women’s Book Club 
Tuesday, November 30  
7 pm, Faith Center  
 

Read Every Note Played 
by Lisa Genova and join or 
discussion. Contact Janet 
Hernandez at  
618-310-9730 (cell) or 
admincoordinator@faith-
online.org if you have any 
questions. 

Men’s Book Club 
Wednesday, November 17 
7 pm - check bulletin for 
location 
 

Join Kevin Eiler to discuss 
Countdown 1945 by Chris 
Wallace. Questions? 
Contact Kevin Eiler. 

60’s+ Group  
Lunch at Hop House 
November 17 - 11:30 am 
 

Over 60? Join us for lunch on the third 
Wednesday of the month at Hop House! 
RSVP to Wendy McDonnell. 

Thursday Night Music Night 
Childcare Provided! 

 

5:15 pm Celestial Sounds (Bells) Rehearsal 
6:00 pm Senior Bells Rehearsal 

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
8:00 pm Praise Rehearsal 

 

For additional information, contact:  
Rosalind Stevens at  

musiccoordinator@faith-online.org 
Andrew Gibb-Clark at  

choirdirector@faith-online.org 

Fit4God 
Wednesdays, Beginning December 1 at 6 pm 
Location to be determined 
 

Join us for our 6-week study 
of Faithfully Fit: A 40-day 
Devotional Plan to End the  
Yo-Yo Lifestyle of Chronic 
Dieting by Claire Cloninger & 
Laura Barr. Order your book 
and join us for Bible study and 
support to lead a healthy, God
-honoring life. Contact Janet 

Hernandez for more information at 
admincoordinator@faith-online.org. 

mailto:admincoordinator@faith-online.org
mailto:admincoordinator@faith-online.org
mailto:musiccoordinator@faith-online.org
mailto:choirdirector@faith-online.org
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Operation Christmas Child 
 

We at Faith are making a difference in our community, country, world, and even in the 
Heavenly Realms! We are being channels of blessings between our Heavenly Father and His 
children, carrying His light out into the world’s darkness, caring for the hungry, poor, and 
suffering, and reaching out to those who don’t know the precious name of Jesus Christ and all 
He has done for all people. God sees us. He has entrusted us with much to do for Him. 
 

One of the missions at Faith for many years has been Operation Christmas Child (OCC), a 
project of Samaritan’s Purse. We pack a shoe box with small gifts, tuck our love inside, and pray 
for its journey to a child somewhere out there who may never have heard the name of Jesus.  
With each box delivered, the child also receives a pamphlet with the Good News of Jesus and 
an invitation to participate in a discipleship program called the Greatest Journey. Last year, in 
spite the Covid pandemic, 9.1 million shoeboxes were collected and delivered to children in 
more than 100 countries, 1.3 million children made decisions for Christ, and 1,000 new 
churches were planted. These numbers do not reflect family members and friends who also 
heard the good news and made decisions for Christ. Will you join us this year in packing a 
shoebox or shoeboxes with gifts you have purchased that not only has your love inside, but 
could save another soul for the Heavenly Kingdom? 
 

Also available is the option to pack a shoebox online. The cost is $25 dollars and does not need 
any additional money to cover processing costs. 
 

For Thrivent members, consider using a Thrivent action card. With $250, you can pack multiple 
boxes. The card can also be used for the $9 processing cost of each box. If you are not a 
Thrivent member, there is still a way for you to obtain an action card. See or call Cleta for more 
information. 
 

All the information you need to pack a box will be in the 
narthex starting October 24. You can pack for a boy or girl, 
and in various age groups. OCC shoeboxes will be available. 
Gift ideas and directions are in the pamphlet titled “How to 
pack a shoebox.” Put a face on Christ’s love; add a picture 
of yourself or a short message.  To help with processing, 
they ask you to enclose $9 with your box. If you donate this 
online, print out the label and attach it to your box; they will 
notify you by email with the country your box was delivered 
to. Bring your filled box to church no later than Sunday, 
November 14.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Cleta Knoebel.  
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CHURCH PARKING LOT 

It's time again for Carols and Cocoa!, our annual sing-along, which will be on Saturday, 
December 18 at 6:30 pm. It will be a drive-in event in the parking lot, where you can tune in on 
your car radio. Instead of snowman jokes between sets like last year, I'd like to tell personal 
Christmas stories from people in our congregation. The stories can be warm and touching, or 
funny, or whatever you'd like to share. I, or someone from Worship and Music, will be set up at 
the table by the mailboxes in the Narthex on the following three Sundays: November 28, 
December 5 and 12, after all services. We'll publish them all in a booklet, so if there's no time 
to fit everything into the broadcast, we can still share them. Also, if you'd like add your singing 
voice to the broadcast, please contact Roz Stevens.  

Traditional Readings and Carols will be 
on Sunday, December 12 at the 8 and 
9:30 am services. We'll have a small 
orchestra to accompany the choir 
cantata on “Sing Christmas” by Joel 
Raney and Mary McDonald.  
 

Children's Readings and Carols will also 
be on December 12 at the 11 am 
service.  
 

Both are guaranteed to bring you JOY! 
Sunday, December 12 

Traditional at 8 & 9:30 am; Children’s at 11 am 



20 

Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15, & 22 
Meals at 6 pm / Worship at 7 pm 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Friday, December 24   

 

3 pm - Children’s Worship 
5 pm - Family Worship 

7 pm - Traditional Worship 
10 pm - Traditional Worship 

Advent Meals  
and Worship 
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Winter Weather Advisory 
 

Cancellations and/or scheduling changes for 
Faith Lutheran Church can be found:  
 

Website: www.faith-online.org 
Faith Lutheran Church Facebook page 
Television: Channels 4, 5, and FOX 
 

If there is severe weather on a Sunday 
morning and you are a worship volunteer, 
your safety is the most important thing. 
Use your best judgment! 

Do you have a great idea for a 
small group?  
 

Contact Barbie Hollis, Faith’s Adult Faith 
Formation Board Chair. She can get you 
started!  

SAVE THE DATE! - February 27, 2022 - Noon  
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Please notify the church office if any of  
these names can be taken off the list. 

Grieving:  
Ron Farson & family, loss of father-in-law 
Cindy Cooper & family, loss of father 
Debbie Cyr & family, loss of brother 
Betsy Layfield & family, loss of mother 
Diane Runyan & family, loss of brother 
Barb Anthony, loss of mother 
Family & friends of Jamie Murphy (Curtis) 
Amee Lemieux & family, loss of mother 
Heather Jones & family, loss of mother 
Denise Knolhoff & family, loss of nephew 
Family & friends of Louise Peterson 
Roy Carlson & family, loss of brother 
Dawn Cooper & family, loss of father 
Cindi Perry & family, loss of father 
Family & friends of Ken Swanson 
Family & friends of Zelda Woitzel 
Joan Jinks & family, loss of brother 
Family & friends of Lyle Johnson 
Kevin Eiler & family, loss of uncle 
Family & friends of Rhonda May 
Bob Farmer & family, loss of mother 
Connie McCoy & family, loss of mother 
Charlie Claxton & family, loss of mother 
Jean Alf & family, loss of nephew 
Kim Slaton, loss of mother-in-law 

Health Concerns: 
Dennis Buske, Alison Gill, Ross Hall, Jackie 
Mitchell, Marlene Austen, Tommy Henry, 
Donna Beck, Kathleen Pritchett, Janet 
Middendorf, Pat Hrasky, Dede Vehe, Connie 
McCoy, Mary Ferguson, Candy Stender, Jim 
Nunn, Joe Shepherd, Jim Nunn, Charlie Claxton, 
Betsy Layfield 

Can You Serve? 
 

Please contact the church office to let us know if you are 
interested in serving on Sunday morning! 
 

 Greeters 
 Ushers 
 Readers 
 Communion Assistants 
 Altar Guild 

Media Ministry 
Join the team! 

Contact Mike Whatley 
multimedia@faith-online.org 
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Community Meals  
November 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 
5-6:30 pm in the Faith Center 
 

Community Meals will offer 
meals inside and takeout! 
Masks are required for inside 
dining, and we will social 
distance. All are invited to pick 
up meals for themselves, their families and 
any others. Please spread the word. All are 
welcome. For more information or to 
volunteer, please contact Carol Beeman. 

Child care is available Sundays from birth to 
five years old during all worship services! 
Contact Kristin Howe with your questions at 
nurserymanager@faith-online.org or  
972-8622.  

Child Care 

Nov 1 James Short 
Nov 2 Sheila Buch, Isaiah Siron, Taylor 

Dichsen 
Nov 3 Chloe Schumann, Tam Pirmann 
Nov 4 Finn Souser 
Nov 5 Marie McClung, Jane Wieland, Jane 

Bergo 
Nov 6 Wes Wesselman 
Nov 8 Ray Hollmann, Briella Ryan, Ginger 

Gerhard, Eileen Wiederanders, Ella 
Eccher 

Nov 10 Brandy Benedick 
Nov 11 Jane Bossart, Diane Strojia, Tammy 

Harty 
Nov 12 Shirley Marcin 
Nov 13 Austin Dichsen 
Nov 14 Lin Haskett, Luke Barnett 
Nov 15 Jill Johansen Hastey, Gail Buck 
Nov 17 Millie Ogle 
Nov 18 Mike Bergom, Jess Whatley, Noah 

Engel 
Nov 20 Joe Shepherd, Jan Mikkelson 
Nov 22 Cadence Wolfe 
Nov 23 Christopher Totzke 
Nov 24 Christina Farmer 
Nov 26 Terri Ahlvin, Jessica Gerth, Garrett 

Stone, Eliah Runyan 
Nov 27 Sam Barnett, Abigail Stone, Onnie 

Wargo 
Nov 29 Barbara Curtis 
Nov 30 Anastasia Lawrence, Missy Kimbrell 

Nov 4 Rob & Sue Edgar – 10 years 
Nov 5 Zackary & Tori Engel – 5 years 
Nov 7 Billy & Mary Ray – 34 years 
Nov 9 Peter & Rachel Brinkmeier – 8 years 
Nov 18 Bob & Anita Snyder – 54 years 
Nov 20 Mark & Diane Runyan – 39 years 
Nov 28 Steve & Ingrid Heinrich – 29 years 
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Faith Lutheran Church 
520 E Highway 50 
O’Fallon IL  62269 

Church Office Hours  
Monday - Friday  
9 am - 3 pm 
618-632-5562 
 

Sunday Worship   
8, 9:30, and 11 am 
Sunday School at 9:30 am 
 

www.faith-online.org 
faith@faith-online.org 
 

Ministers: People of Faith 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Candice Wassell 
Intern: Vicar Brian Moeller 
 

Newsletter articles due the  
3rd Sunday of the month 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Wendy McDonnell 

Join us Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15, and 22  
at 7 pm for: 

An Advent Sermon Series on Joseph 
and the fathers who shape our faith! 

OUR FATHER’S 

FAITH 


