
  

October 2021 

Thanks be to God for the members and friends at 
Faith Lutheran Church! 
 

In spite of overwhelming challenges, the ministries 
at Faith have thrived this past year thanks to your 
support and faithfulness to the mission we share. 
Due to your generosity of time, talents, and tithing, 
our ministries have flourished. You supported not 
only the completion of the building, but also helped 
to equip it with an amazing financial response to 
our “Filling Space for Grace” campaign. In 2022, in addition to our on-going ministries and 
with the help of our new Vicar and new space, we will be expanding education for children 
and adults while improving our on-line worship presence. 
 

Each year at this time the Stewardship Board conducts the Fall Financial Drive to 
facilitate the building of Faith’s Budget for the next year.   
  

By letting us know what you’re able to contribute to the mission, you will help us be faithful 
stewards of your gifts and plan our budget for 2022. Please look over the packet of materials 
that were mailed to you (and are also on Faith’s website), and prayerfully consider how you 
can continue to strengthen our shared ministry in 2022. We hope you’ll maintain your general 
fund offerings for next year, and if you are blessed by God to be able to – we hope you’ll 
consider increasing your giving in response. You may submit your Estimate of Giving one of 
three ways: 
 

1. Faith’s website:  www.faith-online.org, use the “Estimate of 2022 Giving” web ad, or go 
directly to https://www.faith-online.org/fall-financial-campaign  

2. Mail the form in the envelope provided, or place the form in the offering plate 
3. Email your estimate to the financial secretary at financialsecretary@faith-online.org 
 

Whichever method you choose, please provide your estimate by Sunday, October 17. 
 

Thank You for your faithful support,  
The Faith Stewardship Board  

Fall 
Financial 
Campaign 

http://www.faith-online.org
https://www.faith-online.org/fall-financial-campaign
mailto:financialsecretary@faith-online.org
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     Grace and Peace to you, Brothers and Sisters 

 
Did you know that when we confess our sins in worship, we are not turning toward the cross, 
rather we are turning toward the altar? It’s true! The altar is the centerpiece of our worship. 
Though the large cross that graces our chancel wall grabs our immediate attention when we 
walk into the sanctuary, it’s actually not the liturgical center of focus. That honor is reserved for 
the altar for a few reasons. First and foremost, it’s where we place the consecrated (blessed) 
body and blood of Jesus in preparation for Holy Communion. It’s that moment the altar 
becomes an actual altar and holds the living sacrifice Jesus makes for us. For this reason, the 
altar is also a holy space that we gather around week after week. We “place” things on the 
altar that we want to offer to God. Things like our prayers, confessions, hymns, tithes, and 
offerings.  
 

Aside from these “holy” matters, something else is happening every week around our altar. 
We, the living Saints at Faith, gather on this earthly side of the altar, while our Saints of Light 
gather on the eternal side altar. This promise that we gather together with our dear loved ones 
every time we gather for worship is one of the great sources of joy and hope the Christian life 
has to offer! 
 

It’s also what makes All Saints’ Day so 
special in the church. It’s a festival Sunday 
within our church year, this year on Sunday, 
November 7, where we intentionally give 
thanks for the witness of the Saints. We do 
this at Faith by collecting the names of our 
loved ones for several weeks in advance of 
All Saints’ Day, and then repeating those 
names aloud during worship, each one 
followed by the ringing of bells.  
 

This year, we would also like to acknowledge how our Saints are gathered around the altar, 
sharing Holy Communion with us. So, we are creating a visual reminder of their presence with 
an altar parament that YOU will all get to help create!  
 

In the Sundays of October leading up to All Saints’ Day, you’ll notice on tables in the narthex 
lengths of white ribbon. We invite you to take time to write the names of your Saints on these 
lengths of ribbon. You can write one name or twenty, however many folks come to mind that 
you would like to remember on All Saints’ Day. We’ll collect these ribbons and create a 
parament to place around the edges of the altar. If you are still worshiping from home, you are 

Sunday, November 7 
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Hello! My name is Vicar Brian Moeller, and I am so 
thankful to the congregation of Faith Lutheran 
Church for allowing me to spend the next 12 
months in prayer, worship and service with you as 
part of the process toward ordination.  
 

A little bit about me: I attend Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN as part of their Distributed 
Learning Program. This has allowed me to spend time on campus for some classwork while 
taking other courses remotely from my home in Mascoutah. I’ve also served as a Synodically 
Authorized Minister, preaching at churches in Southern Illinois. 
 

Until beginning this internship, I also served as the Executive Director of Burns Recovered, a St. 
Louis-based organization that supports burn survivors and their families. In this capacity, I had 
the privilege to journey with people from a short time after they were injured, through their 
hospital stays, rehabilitation, and long-term peer support. This experience has shown me how 
answering God’s call to love your neighbor can include anything from specialized healthcare 
skills to simply being present for others as they grieve, heal, and seek companionship. 
 

My family is excited to be joining me at Faith as well. My wife Andrea, along with teenage 
daughter Grace, look forward to regular worship and activities here. If you’re looking for an 
“ice breaker” topic, just ask them about their participation in Mascoutah’s Colorguard and 
Winterguard. Our son Corbin is an electrician by trade, and enjoys attending worship with us 
when he’s able.  
 

Again, thank you for allowing my family and me to spend the next year with you at Faith. I’m 
looking forward to meeting new friends and learning new skills for ministry.   
 

Peace,  
Vicar Brian 

also welcome to email, text, or call me or any member of staff, and we’ll write your Saint’s 
name for you.  
 

However you choose to celebrate All Saints’ Day this year, I hope it’s a blessing to know that 
we are never further away from our Saints than the altar of Jesus Christ. He is a sure and 
certain hope and because of the cross, we belong to His resurrection. May this promise give 
comfort and strength to us who walk as yet by faith, awaiting that day of joyous reunion with 
all God’s people.  
 
Peace & joy, 
Pastor Candice 
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“Rejoicing, Patience, Faithful Prayer” 
Morgan, Robert J. (2010).  100 Bible Verses.  Nashville, TN:  B&H 
Publishing Group.  (pp. 141 – 142) 

 

Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; be persistent in prayer.  Romans 12:12  
 

This verse has the Great Physician’s three prescriptions for tough times: Rejoice in hope; be 
patient in affliction; be persistent in prayer. 
 

Rejoice in hope. “When we can’t rejoice in circumstances, we can rejoice in the anticipation of 
what God’s going to do with them, in them, through them, despite them, and because of 
them.” As our Faith Center building project has dragged on and on this year, at times it has 
been very hard for me to rejoice in the circumstances. There have been so may delays and 
many other issues that Susan Carlson and the building team have been dealing with since 
August. 
 

The good news is that I have been able to rejoice in the anticipation that all the delays and 
issues will soon be behind us. On September 2, 2021, we received our Temporary Occupancy 
permit. This was truly something to rejoice in but still left us anticipating our Permanent 
Occupancy permit. To achieve our Permanent Occupancy permit, there is some outside work 
that we must complete first. We have plans ready to achieve the outside work as soon as they 
have been approved by the city. So, let us continue to rejoice in the anticipation of what is yet 
to come…. 
 

Be patient in affliction. “Rejoicing in hope enables us to be patient in affliction. Patience is hope 
in different clothing.  It’s the ability to wait calmly as the Lord works everything in conformity 
with the purpose of His will.” I don’t know about you, but I don’t find it particularly easy to be 
calm and patient. I have a lot to learn yet. 
 

Be persistent in prayer. The Victorian preacher Charles Spurgeon said, “Whenever your hope 
seems to fail you and your joy begins to sink, the shortest method is to take to your knees. By 
remembering the promise in prayer, hope will be sustained and then joy is sure to spring from 
it.” So, as we think about the Faith Center, let’s continue to keep our team (Frank Bandre, Ken 
Beeman, Jim Campbell, Susan Carlson, Charlie Claxton, Jim Curtis, Roger Rader, Mark Sauer, 
and me), and the issues that we are dealing with in prayer. 
 

A big, joy-filled thank you to all who have donated to our Filling Space for Grace (FSFG). Some 
items have been approved and ordered already. At our Executive Committee Meeting in early 
September, we approved a number of items to go to our September 21, 2021, Council Meeting 
for approval. Approved FSFG items will then be ordered. Watch for more information on how 
your donations (and continued donations) will help us in filling our space for grace. 
 

Finally, E. M. Bounds said, “Prayer brings us into that state of grace where tribulation is not 
only endured, but where there is under it a spirit of rejoicing.” 
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We are to love God with our whole mind, body, and spirit. We 
should also love ourselves the same. What I have found in my 
journey toward a healthy, God-honoring life is that balancing all 
three is a constant challenge. Kind of like juggling; you can do it, but you have to stay alert and 
practice every day.  
 

Meet Janet at Seth's confirmation in 2016.  
 

I have taken away something from most of the Bible studies we have done 
for Fit4God. The study we just started is a repeat for me. I remember the 
first time going through the study I was pre-eating in fear that I would miss a 
meal ... like I would not be able to function if I missed a meal. Spoiler alert, I 
don't have to eat every few hours!  
 

This past year's Bible studies have led me to two revelations. First, it is not 
won (met goal weight) and done. I'm about 20 lbs to what I think is my goal 
weight, but that doesn't mean when I hit it, I get to coast. Nope, go back to 
juggling ... daily practice that feeds my mind, body, and spirit as God 
intended me to. And second, watch for the Holy Spirit's nudge toward 
healthy living. Could that internal debate you have regarding choices really 
be the Holy Spirit leading you toward a decision that honors God?  
 

Now meet Janet from 2019; still working every day to love God and myself 
wholly.   
 

All this is to say if you look at all the adult education and small group 
ministry brochure (https://www.faith-online.org/welcome/adults), you will 
find groups to help you love God and yourself in mind, body, and Spirit!  
 

Don't worry if the class has already started; I know they will welcome you in. 
If you need help making that connection, let me know and I will help you. If 
you have an idea for a class or group that would be life-giving, let’s talk 
about how to make that happen.  
 

Janet Hernandez, AdminCoordinator 

We have much to be prayerfully Rejoicing In…. 
 

Rejoice in shadow of [His] wings. Psalm 63:7 
Rejoice in ….. praise. Psalm 106:47 
Rejoice in [His] house of prayer. Isaiah 56:7 
Rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Romans 5:2 
Rejoice in the Lord always. Philippians 4:4 

 

Blessings, peace, love ‘n joy, 
Jeannie VanderKruik, Congregational President 

https://www.faith-online.org/welcome/adults
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WEEK 35 FINANCIAL STATUS 
GENERAL FUND as of AUGUST 31, 2021 

 
 2021 2021 Percent of Full 
  35th WEEK Full Year Year Budget 

GENERAL FUND RECEIPTS ACTUAL BUDGET RECEIVED 
General Fund Giving: Pledged $370,653.61  $545,348.00      68.0%  
General Fund Giving: Un-Pledged  49,801.00  85,000.00        58.6% 
Plate Offering (Untracked portion) 3,682.49 5,000.00 73.6% 
Total General Fund Offerings        $424,137.10           635,348.00          66.8% 
Other Income *                    2,320.44  3,600.00                      64.5%                  
TOTAL General Fund INCOME  $426,457.54   $638,948.00     66.7%  
 

BUDGETED EXPENSES** $397,726.54   $590,908.00 
Mission Support at 10%  42,413.71       63,534.80 
TOTAL Budgeted Expenses          $440,140.25   $654,442.80 
 

VARIANCE                                             ($13,682.71)               ($15,494.80) 
 

NOTES:   
 

The $370,654 of Pledged Giving represents 100% of pledged giving expected through week 35.  
 

Total General Fund Income was 66.7% of the full year expected amount. Our total General 
Fund Income for the year shows a negative variance of ($13,682.71) as compared to “budgeted 
expenses.” However, **Budgeted expenses in this report are not realized expenses but are 
“what if” estimates based on every line item in the budget being fully expended, with expenses 
spread out evenly per week throughout the year. (The Treasurer’s report shows actual expenses 
paid by month and year to date for 2021.)   
 

*The Other Income category above includes Building Use Fees, Credit Card awards, Thrivent 
Choice Dollars, and Checking Account Interest.     
  

BUILDING FUND 20/20 (Space for Grace) Pledge Period 05/06/18 to 06/05/22 
 

Total Pledge Commitments made (includes all “additional pledges” 2019)  $2,980,493 
Building Fund Pledged Giving received 5/06/18 through 08/31/2021  $2,908,656 
Building Fund Pledged Giving percentage of total received through 08/31/2021   97.6% 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Jan Mikkelson, Financial Secretary 
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August 31, 2021  

 
*Thrivent Choice, interest, Building Use, etc.    **Building fund, Love Fund, Food Pantry, etc.  

  

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS BALANCE as of August 31, 2021: 
Carrollton Bank Checking $  6,303.90 
Carrollton Bank Money Market 262,720.01 
Fidelity Investment - Endowment 45,978.60 
Fidelity Investment 356,901.33 
TOTAL  $671,903.84 
 

FUND ACCOUNTS BALANCE as of August 31, 2021  
Allocated Funds (restricted/designated) 207,261.17 
Building Fund 20/20 11,653.29 
Carryover Fund 270,282.66 
Endowment Fund                                                                                     45,449.87 
General/Budget Fund 32,419.30 
Mission Support (Benevolence)  9,204.79 
Fidelity Endowment Gain-unrealized 528.72 
Fidelity Investment Gain-unrealized 95,104.04 
TOTAL $671,903.84 

 August 2021 YTD 2021 % Budget 

Budgeted Income Received (Plate/Envelope/
Prepaid Pledge/Stock Gift) 

    51,397.06 424,337.40 66.8% 

Additional Income received* 321.13 3,673.02  

Total Budgeted Income $51,718.19 $428,010.12 67.0 % 
    

Board Budget Expenses (Discretionary) 4,320.41 33,146.84 47.1% 

Salary/Utility Budget Expenses (Fixed) 44,816.82 322,107.23 61.8% 

Mission Support (Synod/Local Benevolence)  5,139.76 40,945.76 64.4% 

Total Budgeted Expenses $54,276.99 $396,199.83 60.5% 
    

Budget Income/Expense Variance $(2,558.80) $31,810.29  
    

Special Offerings received (Designated and 
Restricted allocated funds)** 

$36,646.43 $597,178.42 
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Continued from page 7 

New Member Lunch 
Sunday, October 17  
Noon in the Faith Center 
 

Are you interested in learning more 
about Faith? Are you interested in 
membership at Faith? Join us for lunch 
after worship on Sunday, October 17. 
Contact Janet Hernandez at 
admincoordinator@faith-online.org or 
632-5562 for information and to RSVP.  
 

New Members will be received on 
Sunday, October 31. 

An amazing 96% of the $2,980,933 Building Fund pledge has been received. Only $125,000 
remains to complete the Building Fund Pledge. Faith is blessed indeed!!!! 

 
CONSTRUCTION LOAN BALANCE as of August 31, 2021 
August Beginning Balance                $300,000.00 
Interest Due - August                   1,064.44 
Amount Borrowed – August           110,000.00 
Total                                                                                             $411,064.44 
Loan Interest Payment - August                                                  -1,064.44 
Loan Principal Payment – August  -25,000.00 
August Ending Balance                                                              $385,000.00 
 

BUILDING PROJECT AUGUST 2021 SUMMARY: 
August Contributions: $15,763.54 
August Expenses Paid: $56,779.09 
August 31 Building Fund Balance: $11,653.29 
Remaining Construction Cost $178,435.74 
Estimated Mortgage: $418,425.00 (Construction loan converts to mortgage 6/22) 
Approximate Monthly Payment $2,600.00  
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Susan Carlson, Treasurer 
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Sermons available on podcast! 
  

You can find “Faithfully Yours: Sermons” on 
Apple, Google, Spotify, and all your favorite 

podcast channels. 

Do you have a great idea for a 
small group?  
 

Contact Barbie Hollis, Faith’s Adult Faith 
Formation Board Chair. She can get you 
started! 

Thursday Night Music Night 
Childcare Provided! 

 

5:15 pm Celestial Sounds (Bells) Rehearsal 
6:00 pm Senior Bells Rehearsal 

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
8:00 pm Praise Rehearsal 

 

For additional information, contact:  
Rosalind Stevens at  

musiccoordinator@faith-online.org 
Andrew Gibb-Clark at  

choirdirector@faith-online.org 

October is Pastor  
Appreciation Month! 

 

This is your opportunity to thank Pastor 
Candice and Vicar Brian for serving our 
congregation. It is also the time to reflect on 
the personal sacrifices they have made to 
minister to us during our times of grief, 
illness, and celebrations. Let’s not forget 
their families who encourage and support 
their pastoral calling with patience and love. 
We are blessed to have Pastor Candice and 
Vicar Brian! 

mailto:musiccoordinator@faith-online.org
mailto:choirdirector@faith-online.org
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Pastor Candice and the entire Faith Lutheran Church Congregation, 
 

I just wanted to extend an extremely grateful and proud thank you from here in Germany. You 
guys were able to make your kindness felt within about 24 hours of even being notified of this 
opportunity. Thank you so much for the outpouring of thoughts, prayers, love, and of course, 
your donations. I even got to see some of them make it into the camps as soon as Tuesday.  
 

I encourage the congregation to continue these incredible acts of kindness there on the ground 
at home as well! It could be just as helpful, if not more. 
 

Words truly cannot express how much this all means to myself, my squadron, and especially 
the evacuees that it directly benefits.  
 

Following is a short list of items i was able to purchase: 
 

 Blankets 
 Baby food 
 Diapers 
 Soccer balls (big thanks on those) 
 Pacifiers 
 Bottles 
 Children’s shoes 
 Socks 
 Jackets and coats for kids 
 Clothing that fits cultural guidelines for kids and adults 
 Coloring supplies 
 The worlds cutest little duck stuffy and others 
 Toy Cars 
 And so much more! 

 

One evacuee told me “the greatest religion on earth is humanity” and he just gestured to the 
whole operation. And he’s right. And now you guys are part of that.  
 

Keep up the amazing work in your church and community. Attached are some photos.  
 

Yours, Mel Masur 

On August 22, John Masur made a passionate request of the congregation in response to an 
emotional phone call he received from his daughter, Mel, in Germany. Mel witnessed first-hand 
the refugees from Afghanistan as they arrived at Ramstein AFB with absolutely nothing. She 
turned to her parents to help develop a plan to get the refugees some items they desperately 
needed. Please read the letters below from John and Mel, and look at the pictures of some of 
the things she was able to purchase with the generous donations from Faith. 

Cutest little duck! 



11 

Pastor Candice, 
 

Thank you again for allowing me to talk to the church this past Sunday. Needless to say, I was 
completely overwhelmed with the outpouring of love and kindness. So was Melissa and the 
people she was working with at Ramstein. Our God is indeed very good, and I am very Thankful! 
 

Melissa (and many others) were so thankful for all of the kids coloring books/pencils/crayons, 
balls, games, scarfs, bobby pins (to hold them on), feminine products (not the usual ones but 
very specific ones for their faith), diapers, blankets, and so much more. Faith made an instant 
impact on so very many refugee lives with this one heartfelt act...simply overwhelming! 
 

On a separate note, Melissa's skills were put to work in another capacity as they had no 
translators there today. But she heard one refugee 
speaking some German, and so grabbed him, and they 
were translating from Pesha (?) to German, to English to 
help the refugees out! Amazing! 
 

Cheers,  
John Masur 
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Sunday School is back! We are so excited to offer in-
person learning at Sunday School this year. We could not 
be happier with the quality of teachers that are involved 

this year, and seeing all the smiling faces from both children and adults. Due to current COVID 
numbers and a desire to keep your children safe, we will not have large group worship with the 
children this year. Instead, we will travel to each classroom to have a mini-worship in small 
groups. The kids will continue to collect offering, sing songs, and learn the Lord’s Prayer during 
this time. Remember to drop-off and pick-up your kids at their 
Sunday School classroom! 
 

There is exciting news for Tiny Church. We will move away from 
weekly events to one monthly event for the whole family! On the 
first Friday of every month from 6-7:15 pm, we will have Tiny 
Church Family Night. Nursery will be offered for children under 
3, there will be art and games for Preschool-4th grade, and 
parents will have refreshments together in the Faith Center! How 
exciting to be able to provide something for every member of the 
family!  

 

Halloween is just around the corner, and we are going to 
celebrate this year with Trunk or Treat! Join us on October 30 
from 3-5 pm for some spooky fun in the parking lot. Please 
let Jenny Roberts know if you would like to participate by 
handing out candy from your trunk! This is a great time to get 
creative and festive with your decorations. 
 
Peace, 
Jenny Roberts and Jess Whatley 

At the end of August, our full staff all came 
together for the first time since the 
pandemic hit. It was thrilling to know that 
PYC was reopening its doors with regular programming. We were so excited to welcome 
Toddlers, Preschoolers, and Pre-Kindergarten students (age 2+ masked) to our school for the 
2021-2022 school year!  
 

So how did the staff prepare? They talked about PLAY, of course! According to Dr. Karyn Purvis, 
“Scientists have recently determined that it takes approximately 400 repetitions to create a 
new synapse in the brain – unless it is done through play, in which case, it takes between 10-20 
repetitions.” This is why they say play is the “work of the child.”  
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At PYC, we are proud to be a play-based, child-centered preschool. We provide a safe, 
nurturing environment and encourage the children to choose activities based on their current 
interests. Students play, play, play, and the teachers facilitate social skills and ask open ended, 
exploratory questions to guide learning.  
 

Each month this school year, our teachers and staff will meet for professional development and 
dive deeper into the philosophy and practice of play-based learning. We’ve invested in an 
online masterclass called CampPLAY that the staff will use to reflect on our current practices. It 
will spark meaningful conversations about our own experiences with play-based learning, and 
provide inspiration for creating the best play environment for the wonderful students of PYC!      
 

Know of any toddlers or preschoolers who are looking for a place to play? Please send them 
our way! pyc@faithpyc.com  
  

Blessings,  
PYC Oversight Committee  
Kristin Flor, Director  

2021-2022 PYC Staff Members  

mailto:pyc@faithpyc.com
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In the past, there have been numerous questions related to decision making and support for 
our church staff such as salary recommendations, staff handbook and policy updates and 
development, and human relations type support to supervisors and boards. P&D has 
developed an expanded document of responsibilities for the Personnel Committee, which 
broadens their role in supporting our staff beyond keeping policies current. With Council 
approval, the congregation will be voting on this required bylaws change in November, which 
implements the committee’s new responsibilities. Following is the existing verbiage in the 
Constitution and proposed revision: 
 

Current paragraph:  C13.07. The personnel committee shall consist of two (2) voting members 
of the congregation and the executive secretary who will chair the committee. The members of 
the committee shall be appointed by the president and serve two-year terms that are 
staggered. The personnel committee is responsible for drafting and updating the personnel 
policies for the staff and pastor (as long as those policies do not conflict with the call of the 
pastor as issued by the congregation.} 
 

Revised paragraph:  C13.07. The personnel committee shall consist of three (3) voting 
members of the congregation and the executive secretary who will chair the committee. The 
members of the committee shall be appointed by the president and serve two-year terms that 
are staggered. The personnel committee is responsible for drafting and updating the personnel 
policies for the staff and pastor (as long as those policies do not conflict with the call of the 
pastor as issued by the congregation.) In addition, they will provide oversight to boards filling 
staff positions and plan onboarding, recommend raises and salary adjustments for the staff, 
provide assistance to supervisors in resolving staff issues, and approve new job descriptions. 
 

If there are any questions or concerns on this change, don’t hesitate to contact Steve 
Frederickson. 
 
Steve Frederickson 
P&D Board Chair 
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Fish or Chicken Fry 
Friday, November 5 

5-7 pm in the Faith Center 

Prices: 
$14 plate – 2 fish & 1 chicken 

$11 plate – 2 fish OR 2 chicken 
$8 plate – 1 fish OR 1 chicken 

$5 plate – hotdog 
(Prices and menu items may change due to availability.)  

 

Come for dinner! 
We’ll have fries, hush puppies, macaroni ‘n’ cheese, coleslaw, and dessert. 

 

Take-outs will be available. 
 

Sponsored by Outward Ministry to support Food Packing for Feeding Nicaragua on  
Friday, 01/28/2022 – SAVE THE DATE! 
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The loss of our daughter was a heartbreaking tragedy, and we will mourn her every day 
forever. But, the love shown us through so many of Christ’s saints at Faith is something we will 
never forget. Thank you for the cards, emails, telephone calls, and especially the gifts to various 
children’s charities. We want to express a special thank you to the people who assisted with 
Jamie’s beautiful celebration of life service. Most of all, thank you to Pastor Candice. Her 
support to the family, thoughtful homily, and volunteering to making a four-hour round trip 
drive for the burial service on September 11, meant so much to all of us.  
 

As we focus on our new mission of raising Jamie’s one year old daughter, Samantha, you will 
start seeing a beautiful little brown-eyed girl around the church campus. Your support for her 
will be greatly appreciated by our family.   
 

God bless Faith Lutheran Church, 
Jim and Barbara Curtis 

Hello Faith Lutheran, 
 

It has been quite the summer. Thankfully I had your prayers and God’s guidance to help me 
through. First, please let me thank you all for your prayers and cards when Russ’ stepdad died 
on Easter weekend. He went to his God and is now at peace.  
 

Then let me thank you for your prayers and cards during my recent illness. The handmade 
cards are beautifully and thoughtfully made. The same consideration is shown for store cards. I 
have enjoyed reading everyone of them all. God’s grace is smiling on all of Faith. 
 

Thank you all, God bless,  
Joe Shepherd & family  
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Faith’s QR Code 
 

Simply scan this code to access 
our online giving tool. 

60’s+ Group  
Lunch at Hop House 
October 20 - 11:30 am 
 

Over 60? Join us for lunch on the third 
Wednesday of the month at Hop House! RSVP 
to Wendy McDonnell by Sunday, Oct. 17. 

 

Fit4God 
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm in the Library 
 

Join us for our 8-week study of A Woman of Moderation: Breaking the 
Chains of Poor Eating Habits by Dee Brestin. Order your book and join 
us for Bible study and support to lead a healthy, God-honoring life. 
Contact Janet Hernandez at admincoordinator@faith-online.org for 
more information. 

Hymn Picking! 
 

Do you have a favorite hymn, or would you 
like to be on the Hymn Picking Committee? 
Contact Onnie Wargo at 618-581-0431.  
 

If you'd like to hear your favorite Praise tune, 
contact Andrew Gibb-Clark at  
choirdirector@faith-online.org to get it in 
the lineup. 
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Operation Christmas Child 
 

We at Faith are making a difference in our community, country, world, and even in the 
Heavenly Realms! We are being channels of blessings between our Heavenly Father and His 
children, carrying His light out into the world’s darkness, caring for the hungry, poor, and 
suffering, and reaching out to those who don’t know the precious name of Jesus Christ and all 
He has done for all people. God sees us. He has entrusted us with much to do for Him. 
 

One of the missions at Faith for many years has been Operation Christmas Child (OCC), a 
project of Samaritan’s Purse. We pack a shoe box with small gifts, tuck our love inside, and pray 
for its journey to a child somewhere out there who may never have heard the name of Jesus.  
With each box delivered, the child also receives a pamphlet with the Good News of Jesus and 
an invitation to participate in a discipleship program called the Greatest Journey. Last year, in 
spite the Covid pandemic, 9.1 million shoeboxes were collected and delivered to children in 
more than 100 countries, 1.3 million children made decisions for Christ, and 1,000 new 
churches were planted. These numbers do not reflect family members and friends who also 
heard the good news and made decisions for Christ. Will you join us this year in packing a 
shoebox or shoeboxes with gifts you have purchased that not only has your love inside, but 
could save another soul for the Heavenly Kingdom? 
 

Also available is the option to pack a shoebox online. The cost is $25 dollars and does not need 
any additional money to cover processing costs. 
 

For Thrivent members, consider using a Thrivent action card. With $250, you can pack multiple 
boxes. The card can also be used for the $9 processing cost of each box. If you are not a 
Thrivent member, there is still a way for you to obtain an action card. See or call Cleta for more 
information. 
 

All the information you need to pack a box will be in the 
narthex starting October 24. You can pack for a boy or girl, 
and in various age groups. OCC shoeboxes will be available. 
Gift ideas and directions are in the pamphlet titled “How to 
pack a shoebox.” Put a face on Christ’s love; add a picture 
of yourself or a short message.  To help with processing, 
they ask you to enclose $9 with your box. If you donate this 
online, print out the label and attach it to your box; they will 
notify you by email with the country your box was delivered 
to. Bring your filled box to church no later than Sunday, 
November 14.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Cleta Knoebel.  
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The food pantry served 196 families in August - 390 adults and 195 
children, for a total of 585 people served. The pantry spent $4,408 for food, 
and was open 14 days in August. 
  

The food pantry thanks all those who help us with food items and bags. Please remember that 
only non-perishable food items and paper bags should be placed in the little red wagon in the 
Foyer. Plastic bags are no longer needed! If you have non-food items that 
you wish to donate to the Township’s monthly garage sale that benefits the 
food pantry, please take those items directly to the Township garage in back 
of the Township Building. 
 

God’s Blessings, Marjorie Ballard 

 

The 25th Annual - Pete MacLaughlin 
Memorial Golf Tournament for the 
O’Fallon Community Food Pantry 

was a GREAT SUCCESS! 
 

73 golfers participated and raised $9,099 for 
the O’Fallon Food Pantry. Thank you to the 
golf committee and everyone who donated 
and played to make this another successful 
year! 

Community Meals “Wish 
Campaign” Begins October 3! 

 

Community Meals is eagerly looking forward 
to serving hot meals restaurant-style again, 
and this time in our new kitchen! To do this, 
however, we must purchase a large inventory 
of specific food items and supplies. You can 
help by donating to our "Wish Campaign", a 
Thrivent Action Team event. Throughout 
October, there will be a special Community 
Meals display in Faith's narthex, with pull off 
tags naming our most needed items. Just 
select a tag, or two, and return your donation 
to the collection area by October 25. 
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We have books to check out in your favorite Church Library! You may 
ask yourself how do I check out a book from our library? It is easy - just 
sign it out from the sign out binder, and sign it back in when returned. 
Suggested are the following books to read: 
 

 Still Alice by Lisa Genova. Beautifully written story of a cognitive 
psychology professor at Harvard, Alice Howland. Alice develops Alzheimer’s earlier than most 
dementia patients. True laugh out loud moments that will have you asking yourself, should I 
get tested?  

 Called to Lead by Mark D. Johns. Part of a congregational leader series, Mark lays out basic 
information, tools, and strategies for carrying out your responsibilities as a lay leader in an 
ELCA congregation. 

 A Devine Revelation of Healing by Mary K. Baxter with George Bloomer. You, too, can 
receive your healing! Easy to read, but takes a lifetime of practice to overcome fear and 
hopelessness.  

 Uninvited by Lysa TerKeurst. Lysa is also the bestselling author of The Best Yes. Living loved 
when you feel less than, left out, and lonely.  

 

Barbie Hollis and Dara Voss 
Faith’s Librarians 

HaYesod the Foundation – A New Bible Study 
 

Our Christian faith is grounded on the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus, God’s Son. Jesus was Jewish and He will 
still be Jewish when He returns. It was never His plan or that of 
His disciples or Apostle Paul to create a new religion called 
Christianity. We have denied too long that the Church has a 
Jewish foundation. The HaYesod Bible study program is about 
the Jewish origins and foundation of the Christian faith. 

 

HaYesod is a 10-week video-led course, with portions of each lesson filmed in various sites in 
Israel. Each video is about 90 minutes long, and class discussion is another 30-45 minutes. 
Classes will be on Saturday mornings this fall. Please watch the bulletin for starting date and 
time. A workbook will be required ($30), which I will obtain for you. 
  

Come. Be part of this faith building experience as you dig deeper into the Bible and discover 
your Jewish roots.   
 

More information can be found on www.hayesod.org. This is a Bible study from First Fruits of 
Zion (FFOZ), a Messianic Jewish/Messianic Christian ministry, now in its 29th year.  
 

Please contact Cleta Knoebel if you are interested. 

http://www.hayesod.org
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Women’s Book Club 
Tuesday, October 26  
7 pm, Faith Center  
 

Read Bright’s Passage by 
Josh Ritter and join or 
discussion. Contact Janet 
Hernandez at  
618-310-9730 (cell) or 
admincoordinator@faith-
online.org if you have 
any questions. 

Adult Sunday School  
 

Elijah: Faith and Fire 
Sundays at 9:30 am in the Faith Center / Facilitated by Stacie Dichsen 
 

This seven-session study by Priscilla Shirer journeys through the life 
and times of the prophet Elijah to discover how fire on Mount Carmel 
was forged in the valley of famine, and how the emboldened, fiery 
faith you desire is being fashioned by God in your life right now. You’ll 
understand the value of seasons of growth and testing in your spiritual 
maturity; be encouraged to wait on God’s good work in your heart and 
mind, even in seasons when you feel like no one sees; and learn to 
trust in the goodness and faithfulness of God and His purposes for your 
life. Contact Stacie Dichsen if you’d like to attend. 

 
 
What the Gospels Meant 
Sundays at 10:45 am in the Faith Center / Facilitated by Doreen Klages 
 

This Bible class will study the Gospels using the book What the Gospels 
Meant by Garry Wills. The author explores the four Gospels, examining the 
goals, methods, and styles of the evangelists. Each was telling the same 
story but was writing for a different audience. When we see Jesus from 
four different perspectives, we can understand more fully what he is 
telling us. If you are interested in attending the class, please contact 
Doreen Klages.  

Twenty Somethings Book Club 
Thursday, October 14, 7pm, Zoom 
 

Read The Anthropocene Reviewed by John 
Green. Contact Pastor Candice for more 
information and the Zoom link at 
pastorcandice@faith-online.org. 

mailto:admincoordinator@faith-online.org
mailto:admincoordinator@faith-online.org
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Please notify the church office if any of  
these names can be taken off the list. 

Grieving:  
Diane Runyan & family, loss of brother 
Barb Anthony, loss of mother 
Family & friends of Jamie Murphy (Curtis) 
Amee Lemieux & family, loss of mother 
Heather Jones & family, loss of mother 
Denise Knolhoff & family, loss of nephew 
Family & friends of Louise Peterson 
Roy Carlson & family, loss of brother 
Dawn Cooper & family, loss of father 
Cindi Perry & family, loss of father 
Family & friends of Ken Swanson 
Family & friends of Zelda Woitzel 
Joan Jinks & family, loss of brother 
Family & friends of Lyle Johnson 
Kevin Eiler & family, loss of uncle 
Family & friends of Rhonda May 
Bob Farmer & family, loss of mother 
Connie McCoy & family, loss of mother 
Charlie Claxton & family, loss of mother 
Jean Alf & family, loss of nephew 
Kim Slaton, loss of mother-in-law 

Health Concerns: 
Dennis Buske, Alison Gill, Ross Hall, Jackie 
Mitchell, Marlene Austen, Tommy Henry, 
Donna Beck, Kathleen Pritchett, Janet 
Middendorf, Pat Hrasky, Dede Vehe, Connie 
McCoy, Mary Ferguson, Candy Stender, Jim 
Nunn, Joe Shepherd, Jim Nunn,, Jeff Tidaback 

Child care is available Sundays from birth to five 
years old during all worship services! Contact 
Kristin Howe with your questions at 972-8622 
or nurserymanager@faith-online.org. 

Child Care 

Can You Serve? 
 

There are so many 
places to serve on 
Sunday morning: 
 
 

 Greeters 
 Ushers 

 Readers 
 Communion Assistants 

 Altar Guild 
 

Please contact the church office to let us 
know if you are interested in serving! 

Media Ministry 
Join the team! 

Contact Mike Whatley 
multimedia@faith-online.org 
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Community 
Meals  
 

Community Meals 
will continue "drive-
thru" free meals on 
October 4, 18, and 
25. All are invited to pick up meals for 
themselves, their families and any 
others. Just stop by the Children's 
Education Hall parking lot on Mondays 
between 5-6:30 pm. Please spread the 
word. All are welcome. For more 
information or to volunteer, please 
contact Carol Beeman. 

Oct 1 Grace Moeller 
Oct 2 Galen Pool, Susan Wichlac, Chris Cooper 
Oct 3 Ainsley Pipas 
Oct 4 Roz Stevens, Michael Carter, Peter 

Brinkmeier 
Oct 6 Avery Casberg, Kimberly Slaton 
Oct 7 Meredith Layfield, Lucas Framsted 
Oct 8 Tanya Miller 
Oct 9 Marj Ballard, Eric Taylor, Les Hostetler, 

Angela Magness 
Oct 10 Kent Beck, Erin Tippit, Charlie Claxton 
Oct 11 Tyler Howe, Carson Howe 
Oct 12 Roger Rader 
Oct 13 Terry Rensing, Kevin Meyer, Barney Miller 
Oct 14 Denise Burton, Brielle Gramm, Daniel 

Mack, Chris Carducci, Floyd Fultz, Diane 
Riling 

Oct 15 Kelly Lairmore 
Oct 18 Keely Wunder 
Oct 20 George Peterson 
Oct 21 Katie Frederickson, Ingrid Heinrich 
Oct 22 Heather Jones, Joan Jinks, Karen Miles 
Oct 23 Caleb Horton, Vanessa Sill, Patrick Joyce 
Oct 24 Amy Schuck 
Oct 25 Nathan Burton, Barbie Hollis, Lauren 

Meyer, Sharon Bowen 
Oct 26 David Layfield, Maddy Horejsi, Paul 

Swanson 
Oct 27 Rodney Brown, Rachel Brinkmeier 
Oct 28 Frank Bandre, Cale Frisse, Jenny 

Heimbuecher 
Oct 29 Donna MacLaughlin, Jason Barnett 

Oct 4 James & Melissa Grindstaff – 18 
years 

Oct 5 Bill & Darlene Brunner – 36 years 
Oct 14 Trevor & Becky Knapp – 21 years 
Oct 14 Paul & Joan Jinks – 49 years 
Oct 15 Tim & Jean Alf – 55 years 
Oct 17 Mike & Karin Cokenour – 29 

years 
Oct 17 Rex & Cindi Perry – 23 years 
Oct 17 Chris & Dawn Cooper – 23 years 
Oct 20 Jason & Brooke Barnett – 20 

years 
Oct 23 Tim & Christy Spicer – 22 years 
Oct 23 Michael & Kelly Carter – 11 years 
Oct 24 John & Tammy Harty – 29 years 



24 

Sunday Worship at 8, 9:30, and 11 am 
Sunday School at 9:30 am 

Faith Lutheran Church 
520 E Highway 50 
O’Fallon IL  62269 

Church Office Hours  
Monday - Friday  

9 am - 3 pm 
618-632-5562 

 

www.faith-online.org 
faith@faith-online.org 

Ministers: People of Faith 
Senior Pastor:  

Rev. Candice Wassell 

   Newsletter articles due the  
3rd Sunday of the month 

Newsletter Editor:  
Wendy McDonnell 

Join Pastor Candice as she leads the High School Youth Group! 


