
  

June 2021 

Summer Sunday School - June 6 through August 22 
9:30 am for PreK-8th Grade       Noon for High School 

PreK-2nd Grade 
Meet in the Children’s Education Hall 

(formerly Fellowship Hall) 

6th-8th Grade 
Meet in the Youth House 

9th-12th Grade—NOON 
Meet in the Children’s 
Education Hall Lounge 

(formerly the FH Lounge) 

3rd-5th Grade 
Meet in the Children’s Education Kitchen 

(formerly the Fellowship Hall Kitchen) 

Email Jessica Whatley if 
you can volunteer at: 

childreneducation@faith-
online.org 
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Grace to you and peace! 
 

And a blessed Pentecost to you, brothers and sisters! I cannot fathom a more appropriate time 
to be wrapping up a building project and planning a ribbon cutting ceremony than the season 
of Pentecost. A season in which we celebrate the in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit in our hearts 
and in our community. A season in which we celebrate as the Birthday of the church. A season 
in which we read and read of all the Acts of the Apostles in their baptizing and church building 
work. And now here we are, at Faith, taking our place among those Acts with our own 
baptizing and church building work – we are blessed! 
 

In the coming weeks, you’re going to get an invitation to two things. The first will be to the 
ribbon cutting ceremony. As of my writing this letter, we are planning on mid-July. A finalized 
date and time will be to you soon. We are planning to go all out – food, music, fellowship, and 
fun for the whole family! I hope you’ll set aside the date (a Sunday afternoon) to give thanks 
and celebrate for all God has done in our midst.  
 

The second invitation you’ll receive will be one of thanksgiving and celebration. Thanksgiving 
for your faithfulness in seeing your Space for Grace pledge through to completion. Without 
your generosity, we would not be able to tie the big bow on this beautiful new space for 
ministry! The Holy Spirit worked through your time, talent, and tithes to build this space, thank 
you! And now, as a token of our thanksgiving, we want to invite you to celebrate this space and 
fill it with your heart, your families, and your ministries. In short, it’s time for us to “Fill our 
Space for Grace!” And that will take your input, passion, and participation. There is much to do 
to make our space “mission ready,” and we want to make sure everyone has a hand in making 
it our ministry home. So, be watching for more information in the coming months on this, as 
well.  
 

Finally, I want to share one last sign with you that we are truly in the midst of a “Holy Spirit” 
season at Faith. Recently, an envelope came to the church and was directed toward our 
offering plate. A generous gift was given, but even more exciting and humbling was the note 
accompanying the gift. It was from a gentleman in Iowa who found our worship services online 
in the last year. He shared that he has found weekly encouragement from viewing our worship. 
WOW! What an affirmation that the saints at Faith Lutheran are truly, “All of them…filled with 
the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:4). The Good News we have to share about Christ crucified and risen is 
reaching further than ever before. What a joy to see the fruit of the gospel being shared here! 
 

I continue to give thanks for all of you and the opportunity to serve alongside you. I hope you 
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“In This Place” 
 

By the time you read this, the building of our “Faith Center”   
should be finished or almost finished. Praise God! 
 

We have been blessed by great leadership during our building project …. Jim Curtis (our project 
manager) and the Building Committee, Betsy Layfield and the Interior Committee, Pastor 
Candice, the Executive Committee, Council, and all of you. Without your help and support, our 
building project would still just be a dream! However, your dedication, commitment and follow 
through of your pledges has and continues to make such a difference!  Thank you! 
 

We are working on a dedication and blessing for our “Faith Center.” There will also be fun and 
food! Please watch for more information to come. 
 

For Faith’s 50th Anniversary, the choir sang a song “In This Place,” words by Kathy Burdette/
music by Donna Butler. I would like to close with some of the words from this song as my 
prayer for our new space: 
 

We honor all the spirits who dreamed this sacred space.   
Reaching out and reaching in to share the gift of faith.   
Every soul is welcome in this covenant of grace.   
Beloved child of God, join our table, take your place. 
 

In this place we gather to soar on hope and awe.   
With your wisdom, clear our vision, help us face our flaws.   
Equip us with a growing understanding of your grace.   
Then, send us out to those in need of your embrace. 
 

What is the future? What are we called to do? 
We’re filled with possibility because we follow you. 

 

Amen! 

 

Blessings, peace, love ‘n joy, 
Jeannie VanderKruik 
Congregational President 

can see what I can see – a Spirit-led community standing on the edge of new ministry 
opportunities, ready to be sent again into the world. Thanks be to God for this exciting work 
we are being called to! 
 
Peace & joy, 
Pastor Candice Wassell  
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Summer is here, though as I write this article, spring is still in the air with rain showers and 
storms. Though if the meteorologists are right, we will have summer days this weekend…you 
know, warm and humid!  
 

Normally things in the summer slow down a bit for adult stuff. Summer is usually the time of 
year that we really rev up children’s ministry opportunities with summer Sunday school, VBS, 
and mission trips. This year is the same; yet different. You will find many opportunities for 
engaging your children into the life of Faith with all the plans Jenny Roberts, Jess Whatley, and 
the Youth Faith Formation Board have made. If you have children, please sign your kiddos up. 
If you don’t have children, please consider supporting these endeavors with your time, 
financial support, and prayers.  
 

Adults don’t need to fret. Take some time off to relax, but also join us for some relaxed Bible 
studies, book clubs, health and wellness groups, and fellowship opportunities. You will find 
many listed in this newsletter, on our Facebook page, and on our website. Check out a new-to-
you group and see if you find a new place to feel at home.  
 

I would like to highlight a group, Rise and Shine! Do you 
like to walk and enjoy the outdoors? Do you have young 
one’s that are biking and are looking for a safe place for 
them to ride while you walk or jog? Looking for some 
friends to encourage you to walk or jog more? This group 
is for anyone who wants to gather and walk or jog on a 
Saturday morning before the heat of the day! I am not a 
fan of having to get moving and be somewhere at 8 am on 
a Saturday, but this time of year, that is a blessing! 
Walking or jogging later than 8 am in the summer can be 
miserable! All fitness levels are welcome. The blessing of 
walking at the MCT trail across from Fulton Jr. High is that you can walk as far as you like and 
turn around when it is time. Some walk 2 miles, some run 4 miles, some even do a 10k; there is 
something for everyone and it is a beautiful trail to be on. Check out this group or contact Tori 
Engel or Matt Ahlvin to find out more.  
 

Fit4God will continue to meet over the summer, but at a slightly relaxed schedule. We will 
meet on June 9, July 7, August 11, and August 25 to discuss Full: Food, Jesus, and the Battle for 
Satisfaction by Asheritah Ciuciu, and support each other toward healthy living. Watch the 
bulletin or contact me for additional information.  
 

 

Continued from page 3 
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Summer is a great time to get a little reading done while enjoying the sunshine. Men’s and 
Women’s Book Clubs continue to meet. Again, watch the bulletin for books, days, and times.  

 

Even Adult Sunday School will have a class over the summer! 
Emma Graham will continue the Greek Bible Study on Sundays at 
12:30 pm on June 13  and 27, July 11 and 25, and August 8 and 
22. We are adding a video component to help us all learn how to 
study Greek words. For more information, please contact Emma. 
 

Check out all that is in this newsletter, keep an eye on the bulletin and emails sent out, and be 
ready for what we have coming up in the Fall. I am so excited about what we will offer with 
Adult Faith Formation for Small Group Ministries and Adult Education. We are upping our 
game to match with what our new facility was designed to be – a place for community, faith, 
and grace.  
 

Janet Hernandez, AdminCoordinator 
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WEEK 17 FINANCIAL STATUS  
GENERAL FUND as of APRIL 30, 2021 

 
 2021 2021 Percent of Full 
  17TH WEEK Full Year Year Budget 

GENERAL FUND RECEIPTS ACTUAL BUDGET RECEIVED 
General Fund Giving: Pledged $200,444.22  $545,348.00      36.8%  
General Fund Giving: Un-Pledged  26,259.00  85,000.00        30.9% 
Plate Offering (Untracked portion) 1,878.97 5,000.00 37.6% 
Total General Fund Offerings         $228,582.19           635,348.00          36.0% 
Other Income *                    1,817.55  3,600.00                     50.5%           
TOTAL General Fund Income  $230,399.74   $ 638,948.00     36.1%  
 

BUDGETED EXPENSES ** $193,221.02   $  591,029.00 
Mission Support at 10%  22,858.22       63,534.80 
TOTAL Budgeted Expenses          $216,079.24   $654,563.80 
 

VARIANCE                                              $14,320.50                 ($15,615.80) 
  

NOTES:   
 

The $200,444 of Pledged Giving represents over 100% of pledged giving expected through 
week 17.  
 

Total General Fund Income was 36% of the full year expected amount. Our total General 
Fund Income for the year shows a positive variance of $14,320.50 as compared to “budgeted 
expenses.” However, **Budgeted expenses in this report are not realized expenses but are 
“what if” estimates based on every line item in the budget being fully expended, with expenses 
spread out evenly per week throughout the year. (The Treasurer’s report shows actual expenses 
paid by month and year to date for 2021.)   
 

*The Other Income category above includes Building Use Fees, Checking Account Interest, 
Credit Card awards, Thrivent Choice Dollars, and transfers from Allocated Funds to the General 
Fund at the start of year.     
 

BUILDING FUND 20/20 (Space for Grace) Pledge Period 05/06/18 to 06/05/22 
 

Total Pledge Commitments made (includes all “additional pledges” 2019):  $2,980,493 
Building Fund Pledged Giving received 5/06/18 through 04/30/21:  $2,757,849 
Building Fund Pledged Giving percentage of total received through 04/30/21:  93% 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Jan Mikkelson, Financial Secretary 
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April 30, 2021  
 

 
*Thrivent Choice, Interest, Building Use, etc.      **Building fund, Love Fund, Food Pantry, etc.  

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS BALANCE as of April 30, 2021: 
Carrollton Bank Checking $20,042.62 
Carrollton Bank Money Market 90,837.40 
ELCA Mission Investment Fund CD (Endowment) 45,337.29 
Fidelity Investment 235,458.54 
Carrollton Bank Insured Cash Sweep (ICS) 263,353.82 
TOTAL  $655,029.67 
  

FUND ACCOUNTS BALANCE as of April 30, 2021  
Allocated Funds (restricted/designated) $143,489.48 
Building Fund 20/20 26,729.75 
Carryover Fund 316,254.94 
Endowment Fund                                                                                     45,337.29 
General/Budget Fund 38,337.21 
Mission Support (Benevolence)  11,219.76 
Fidelity Investment Gain-unrealized 73,661.24 
TOTAL $655,029.67 

 Apr 2021 YTD 2021 % Budget 

Budgeted Income Received (Plate/Envelope/
Prepaid Pledge/Stock Gift) 

66,396.87 228,582.19 36.0% 

Additional Income received* 1,216.07 2,626.00  

Total Budgeted Income $67,612.94 $231,208.19 36.2% 
    

Board Budget Expenses (Discretionary) 3,107.63 20,032.02 28.5% 

Salary/Utility Budget Expenses (Fixed) 39,049.43 156,018.22 29.9% 

Mission Support (Synod/Local Benevolence)  6,639.72 22,858.42 36.0% 

Total Budgeted Expenses $48,796.78 $198,908.66 30.4% 
    

Budget Income/Expense Variance 18,816.16 $32,299.53  
    

Special Offerings received (Designated and 
Restricted allocated funds)** 

$46,722.67 $350,004.85 
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Continued from page 7 

Parking Lot Construction 
 

Continue to use  caution when entering  
and exiting the parking lot.  

We’re getting close!! 

Fit4God 
Wednesdays June 9, July 7, August 11 & 25  
6:30 pm via Zoom 
 

Anyone interested in support to live a 
healthy, God-honoring life, please join 
Fit4God for encouragement. This summer, we 
will discuss Full: Food, Jesus, and the Battle 
for Satisfaction by Asheritah Ciuciu. Contact 
Janet Hernandez with any questions at 
admincoordinator@faith-online.org. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89590296808?pwd=Y2s2dFdZK09XY2c4eHZwWFRRMmF2dz09 
 

Meeting ID: 895 9029 6808     Passcode: 963908 

CONSTRUCTION LOAN BALANCE as of April 30, 2021 
April Beginning Balance                                  $245,000.00 
Interest Due - April                                                  1,066.66 
Amount Borrowed – April                                     0.00 
Total                                                                                                     $246,066.66 
Loan Payment - April 46,056.66 
April Ending Balance                                                                         $200,010.00 
 

BUILDING PROJECT APRIL 2021 SUMMARY: 
Building Fund Pledges remaining:  $285,944.00 
Contributions for April:    $43,248.16 
Expenses Paid in April:   $46,444.30 
Building Fund April balance:      $26,729.75 
Remaining Construction Cost:  $565,224.00 
                

Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan Carlson, Treasurer 

mailto:admincoordinator@faith-online.org
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The food pantry served 99 families in April - 182 adults and 53 children, for 
a total of 335 people served. The pantry spent $2,059.33 for food  and was 
open 12 days in April. 
  

The food pantry thanks all those who help us with food items and 
bags. Please remember that only non-perishable food items and 
paper/plastic bags should be placed in the little red wagon in the 
Foyer. If you have non-food items that you wish to donate to the 
Township’s monthly garage sale (that benefit’s the food pantry) please 
take those items directly to the Township garage in back of the 
Township Building. Volunteers are always welcome. See Marj Ballard 
if you are interested. 
                  

God’s Blessings, Marjorie Ballard 

Adult Sunday School - Greek Bible Study  
Presents ‘A Word Study’ 

June 13 & 27, July 11 & 25, August 8 & 22 
12:30 pm via Zoom  

 

A bi-weekly word study gives you great flexibility when you can’t 
attend every Sunday. We’re adding a video series component to help us walk through the 
Greek language. It is a teaching tool for those who may be worried about learning Greek. 
Watch the bulletin and weekly reminders for upcoming words. Questions? Contact Emma 
Graham. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87494224922?pwd=YzdTS3VhOEVQdVp3RGZ4Szd6dTc3UT09 
 

Meeting ID: 874 9422 4922   Passcode: 167216 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89192710039?
pwd=M0FpemtiL0hFUVBKYUQrT0lHbnhPZz

09 
 

Meeting ID: 891 9271 0039      
Passcode: 152943 
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Summer at Faith is here! We 
will kick off the summer with 
the start of Summer Sunday 

School on June 6 at 9:30 am. We are so excited that this 
summer we will be entirely in person for all youth events. On 
June 6, we will have 4 classes that youth can attend for 
Summer Sunday School. Preschool-2nd grade will meet in the 
Education Lounge (former Fellowship Hall Lounge) for 
Storybook Faith. Bread Breakers for 3rd-5th grade will meet in 
the Kitchen to bake delicious treats. The 6th-8th grade youth will 
meet in the Youth House kitchen for Love & Brunch. The two 
baking groups are going to make special treats for the residents 
of Fontabella, a maternity home in O’Fallon. And our final 
group is Meet n’ Eat for the High School youth. Meet n’ Eat will 
meet at 12 pm for a delicious meal together. 
 

A quick nursery update! The nursery on Sunday mornings will 
move out of the Education Hall and back to the Nursery on 
June 6. Now that we will have in-person Sunday School, the age 
range for the nursery will revert back to birth-5 years old.  
 

On June 7 we will have our first Tiny Church: Snack and Play at 3:45 pm on the PYC Playground. 
Please sign up so we can prepare snacks for your family! This is a great opportunity for kids to 
play together and parents to chat. Please remain with your children since nursery staff is not 
present. Snack and Play will continue to meet every Monday from 3:45-5 pm throughout the 
summer.  
 

Tiny Church will host two art camps this summer. Preschool-1st grade will have a three-day art 
camp from June 21-23, and 2nd-4th grade will have theirs from July 19-21. Sign-ups will be 
available in early June. This will take place at the regular Tiny Church time (3:45-5 pm), and snacks 
will be provided! On the third and final day of each art camp, the children will host an art show for 
their families!  
 

We are very excited to provide Vacation Bible School this summer from July 11-16. We will split 
up the age groups into two sections: Preschool-1st grade from July 11-13, and 2nd-5th grade from 
July 14-16. Registration will begin in late May. Watch your mailbox for a postcard with a link to 
the registration form! Our theme this year is “Come to the Water.” We will focus on stories of 
Jesus and the power of water. We will even have a night of water games for the kiddos! If you are 
interested in helping out as a volunteer, please email me at youthdirector@faith-online.org.  
 

Peace, 
Jenny Roberts, Youth Director 

Art Camp 
June 21-23 from 3:45-5 pm for 

PreK-1st Grade      
July 19-21 from 3:45-5 pm for  

2nd-4th Grade 
https://

faithofallon.breezechms.com/
form/ArtCamp2021 

mailto:youthdirector@faith-online.org
https://faithofallon.breezechms.com/form/VBS2021
https://faithofallon.breezechms.com/form/VBS2021
https://faithofallon.breezechms.com/form/VBS2021
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We have childcare for our littles 
at the 9:30 and 11 am Sunday 
services, and we need some adult 
help (age 16+). We need faithful 
volunteers who love infants and 
toddlers to watch, rock, and play 
with them. These littles cannot 
wear masks, so we need adults 
who are willing to care for them - 
and to be masked.  
 

Volunteers will need to be 
background checked and also 
take a mandatory 45 minute 
online training on reporting child 
abuse for Illinois.  
 

Please contact Kristin Howe at  
nurserymanager@faith-
online.org or 618-972-8622. 

Tiny Church: Snack and Play 
Mondays, 3:45-5 pm Beginning June 7 

www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d44aba82fa7fd0-tiny1   

Vacation Bible School  
July 11-13 from 6-7:30 pm for PreK-1st Grade         
July 14-16 from 6-7:30 pm for 2nd-4th Grade 

https://faithofallon.breezechms.com/form/VBS2021 

Child care is available Sundays 
during 9:30 & 11 am worship 
from birth to five years old. Sign-
up is required.  
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/
tabs/53176d601a1cfe9c60-
childcare 
 

Contact Kristin Howe with your 
questions at 
nurserymanager@faith-
online.org or 618-972-8622. 

Child Care 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d44aba82fa7fd0-tiny1
https://faithofallon.breezechms.com/form/VBS2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/53176d601a1cfe9c60-childcare
https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/53176d601a1cfe9c60-childcare
https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/53176d601a1cfe9c60-childcare
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Programs for Young Children Happenings: 
PYC’s 2020-2021 school year wrapped up in 
May! Our wonderful teachers conducted 
parent teacher conferences early in the month to offer feedback about student progress. On 
the last day of school, students and families enjoyed their traditional end of year celebration at 
Thoman Park. Despite the challenges the year brought, PYC managed to have a successful year 
of learning and connection! 
 

This summer will be spent preparing for the fall as we look at reopening with all of our normal 
programs in place. Our office will be covered by our administrative team so that we can 
continue to accept enrollments. Please be sure to direct prospective families to 
www.faithpyc.com as we still have openings in many of our classes. We’d be glad to set up a 
building tour over the summer or answer questions by phone or email! 
 

Now that the parking lot has been filled, we are hopeful that our dreams for the Nature Play 
Space will come to fruition as we work alongside the church to regain access to the land at 
the top of the old hill. Thanks to your help, we have raised money to begin designing and 
building a beautiful area for our students and Faith’s congregation to learn, play, and worship 
in a natural setting; however, there is currently limited access across the ditch. The initial phase 
of the Reclamation Project, professional drainage analysis and design of a safe crossing, was 
approved and funded by the church. A skilled team of Faith volunteers will complete the 
access project as soon as the design is approved so that we can all utilize that beloved part of 
the church’s property. Meanwhile, we are imagining direct access to the "slopes" and the 
"crossing" via the south playground gate!  
 

Thank you for your continued support in PYC’s ministry. Wishing the 
Faith Community a beautiful summer! 
 

Blessings,  
PYC Oversight Committee  
Penny Cooper, Interim Administrator 
Kristin Flor, Communication Specialist  

Construction trucks working on the 
church parking lot inspired lots of 
construction play with our PreK 
friends on our playground - digging, 
scooping, dumping, and roadway 
building! 

http://www.faithpyc.com
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Available Soon in the Narthex!  

A sign for your yard!  
Contact Maureen Sauer at 

if you would like one.  

COME BACK TO CHURCH 
 

www.faith-online.org 
 

520 East Highway 50, O’Fallon IL 
618-632-5562 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

http://www.faith-online.org
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Final Vision 20/20 Building Update 
 

By the time you read this, we are at the completion stage of 
construction with only what are called “punch list” items remaining. 
Those are items that may be backordered, need repair, or are a result 
from the city occupancy inspection. As I write my final Vision 20/20 
article, I am emotionally conflicted about how I feel regarding this 
journey we have been on for almost seven years. I am going to close 
out by taking you on a remembrance tour for part of this article, and 
then finish with some personal thoughts. 
 

It started on a warm September day in 2014 when, as the new chair of the P&D board, I took 
Pastor Bob to lunch at 54th Street Grill and pitched my idea about re-starting our facility 
expansion program. With the teamwork of Steve Frederickson and Mike Pritchett, P&D 
initiated the plan. During that time, we hosted dozens of interviews of church boards and 
individuals to determine mission needs and prioritize ideas. After that process was completed, 
we established an architecture committee which led to the selection of EWR as our architect. 
We then moved into the design phase with EWR and spent over a year listening, hosting 
temple talks, and designing the plan. The architect developed a two-phase plan which took 
advantage of our physical grounds combined with our vision of where we wanted to be in 20 
years. After the congregation approved the plan, we moved to the financial portion to align the 
goals with our capabilities. We researched, interviewed, and selected a capital campaign 
organization. Once completed, we handed off that responsibility to a new committee superbly 
led by Don Shafer, and resulting in unprecedented giving by this congregation.   
 

That led us to the contract phase. We put our contract out for bid, received four bids, and all of 
them ranged from $600,000 to $1,200,000 higher than what the architect had estimated. After 
recovering from the initial shock, we chose to go into contract negotiations with a local, well-
respected general contractor, R&W, and find a ‘right-sized’ solution. We would not give up. 
 

That got us to 2019 when the real hard part started…and it was hard. We had to put the 
proverbial 40 pounds of wish list items into a 20 pound bag of economic capability. As we went 
through the very painful process of what architects call “value engineering” or what I call 
“eliminating items to meet the budget,” we went through months of a stressful process 
reviewing, eliminating, and redesigning the plan. We continuously briefed the executive 
committee, church council, and the congregation. Finally, after dozens of meetings, calls, and 
hundreds of emails, we were able to agree on a design plan within our budget. All levels of 
review boards, council, and congregation approved the final version. 
 

Once everything was completed, I proposed, and the congregation approved, to establish two 
committees to support the program. First, a building committee to assist in oversight of the 

Continued on the next page 
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construction program; and second, an interior committee to oversee the selection of materials, 
colors, paint, etc. Theirs was a difficult job, and they did it magnificently. 
 

While the new building and expanded parking lot is not quite what we envisioned before the 
realities of the budget were overlaid, it is pretty darn close. And, phase two will bring even 
more capability and wonder to our beautiful campus. What we are putting in place is a first-
class religious campus that will serve this community for many decades to come.   
 

I want to thank my building committee colleagues Charlie Claxton, Ken Beeman, Frank Bandre, 
and Roger Rader. Their counsel and support was important to me. I am also going to let you 
know something that only Pastor Candice was knowledgeable of until this article was 
published. While my colleagues are strong, good men in their own right, they are ‘senior 
leaders’ who were in the highest risk categories of the COVID-19 pandemic. And, when the 
virus started its rampage, I was concerned about several of them being exposed to the 
construction teams who were not as diligent with compliance to CDC guidelines; so, in April of 
2020 I decided to keep them engaged via email and Zoom, but to do all physical onsite activities 
myself. I told Pastor Candice of my decision because I wanted her to have that information in 
case there were any questions. I knew if I asked the guys, they would step up in a heartbeat, 
but I felt that their health was too important to risk. I stand by that decision as the right one to 
make with the information I had at the time. 
 

Unfortunately, during these past seven years, I experienced some interactions with people that 
surprised and disappointed me. I am not going to sugarcoat it – some of my brothers and 
sisters in this congregation were not as understanding and reasonable as others. I was called a 
liar, a deceiver, and the weirdest of all – A Tree Killer. At times, I felt like I was being tested by 
God. More than once, I asked God if I should resign as the leader of this program and take my 
family out of Faith Lutheran … it was that painful. But, three people encouraged me to stay the 
course. The first and most important throughout the entire experience was Susan Carlson. No 
person can appreciate the trials and tribulations of this experience as well as Susan. She was “in 
the arena” with me from start to finish. I do not think our church body can understand just how 
much she has given so we can have the church that we have, and will pass to our children and 
grandchildren. The second person is Wendy McDonnell. Wendy was the person who 
coordinated items for me, encouraged me to keep going, and just gave me that big smile of 
hers when I needed it. And the third person of this group is Pastor Candice. While she was not 
as engaged (on purpose) with all of the thousands of issues and challenges of this massive 
project, she prayed for me, she encouraged me, and she thanked me. I am so very grateful for 
these three saints because without them, I would not have finished the race. There were others 
who also worked to make this building happen and were positive teammates. They include the 
three congregational presidents (that is how long this has gone on), Eunice Peterson, Andy 
Dichsen, and especially Jeannie VanderKruik who was a wonderful teammate these past couple  

Continued on the next page 
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of years. All three were supportive and understanding of the 
challenges. The administrative office and property board members 
were always good folks to rely upon by providing excellent support as 
issues popped up. 
 

One of the great musicals of our time, Rent, has a song called 
“Seasons of Love” in which the refrain says "Five hundred twenty-five 
thousand, six hundred minutes" which is the number of minutes in a 
year.  For me, this labor of love has been approximately three million, five hundred and six 
thousand, and four hundred minutes long. I have sent or received over 2,100 emails, 380 
telephone calls, attended over 240 meetings, and drove more than 9,300 miles from work/
home to the architect/general contractor/construction sites. It may seem like just a bunch of 
numbers to some of you, but it is the equivalent of eight full months of my life if I did nothing 
but work on this project without sleep. I don’t put these statistics here to brag because I 
voluntarily took this mission on. And, there are many saints who are teaching our children, 
providing Monday Night Meals, building homes to give others a future, uplifting our spirits 
through music, keeping our property in useable condition, and on and on in this church. 
Rather, I put these numbers here for my brothers and sisters of Faith to understand the 
investment of time and talent many of us are willing to share for God’s mission on Earth. 
 

I finish this last of more than 40 Vision 20/20 articles with one final thought … while this long, 

challenging experience has been a mix of joy and pain, I am filled with hope and satisfaction as 

I close out with St. Paul’s quote (John 19:30) of some of the final words from Jesus in my heart 

– “It is finished.” 
 

Jim Curtis, Project Manager 

Continued from page 15 

Calling all Walkers, Runners, 
Joggers, and Strollers 
 

Our Rise and Shine Walk/Run Group is so 
excited to get out of the house and enjoy this 
beautiful weather! Come join us at 8 am on 
Saturday mornings at the trailhead across 
from Fulton Junior High. Please contact Tori 
Engel to be added to the communications 
group for inclement weather and to make sure 
we know to look for you before we head out! 
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Adult Fiction 
 

You can find these easy reads in our Church Library! 
 

 The Looking Glass by Richard Paul Evans. The story of Hunter Bell, a Presbyterian minister 
turned gambler. Hunter’s life changes in a dramatic turn of events. The message in the book: 
that we might better see the divinity within ourselves and the reality of who we are—worthy 
of love, gentleness, and grace.   

 

 The Carousel by Richard Paul Evans. A story of a life that does not turn out the way it was 
planned. Beyond a love story, it is about faith, loyalty, and sacrifice.   

 

 Rorey’s Secret by Leisha Kelly. A compelling tale of courage and community on an Illinois 
family farm in 1938. A destructive fire reveals the healing power of forgiveness.   

 

 Beloved Leah by Cynthia Davis. The author brings the Old 
Testament saga to life. Leah’s life-long journey in the 
shadow of her sister Rachel has consumed her. It was 
rumored that Leah will never marry, but by a clever 
deception, Leah is finally wed to her cousin, Jacob bar 
Isaac.  

 

Faith’s Librarians, 
Barbie Hollis and Dara Voss 

Women’s Book Club 
Tuesday, June 22  
7 pm - Zoom 
 

Read The Book Woman of 
Troublesome Creek by Kim 
Michele Richardson and join 
or discussion. 
 

Contact Janet Hernandez at  
admincoordinator@faith-
online.org or 618-310-9730 (cell) if you have any 
questions. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86240222671?
pwd=MDlucjdKTlYzTXplb243MitkVGY1dz09 

Meeting ID: 862 4022 2671     Passcode: 352178 

CASA of Southwestern IL sends a 

big, heartfelt thank you to Faith's 
generous congregation! Your April noisy 
offering donations totaled $696.78. Along 
with the $1,000 benevolent funds sent to 
CASA from Faith's Outreach board and 
some personal direct 
donations, Faith 
provided over $2,000 
to CASA to help 
advocate for our 
area's abused and 
neglected children. 

mailto:admincoordinator@faith-online.org
mailto:admincoordinator@faith-online.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86240222671?pwd=MDlucjdKTlYzTXplb243MitkVGY1dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86240222671?pwd=MDlucjdKTlYzTXplb243MitkVGY1dz09
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Please notify the church office if any of  
these names can be taken off the list. 

Grieving:  
Dawn Cooper & family, loss of father 
Cindi Perry & family, loss of father 
Family & friends of Ken Swanson 
Family & friends of Zelda Woitzel 
Joan Jinks & family, loss of brothers 
Family & friends of Lyle Johnson 
Kevin Eiler & family, loss of uncle 
Family & friends of Rhonda May 
Bob Farmer & family, loss of mother 
Connie McCoy & family, loss of mother 
Charlie Claxton & family, loss of mother 
Katie Frederickson & family, loss of mother 
Jean Alf & family, loss of nephew 
Jim McDonnell & family, loss of mother 
Kim Slaton, loss of mother-in-law 
Dawn Cooper & family, loss of grandmother 

Health Concerns: 
Dennis Buske, Alison Gill, Ross Hall, 
Louise Peterson, Joy Meese Bussard, 
Jackie Mitchell, Bob & Marlene 
Austen, Tommy Henry, Donna Beck, 
Kathleen Pritchett, Janet Middendorf, 
Pat Hrasky, Dede Vehe, Ken Swanson, 
Connie McCoy, Mary Ferguson, Candy 
Stender 

 

 

Faith’s QR Code 
 

Simply scan this code  
to access our online giving tool. 

Community Meals  
 

Community Meals will continue 
“drive-thru” free meals in June, 
serving on June 7, 14, 21, and 28. All 
are invited to pick up meals for 
themselves, their family, and any 
others they know. Just stop by the 
Children’s Education Hall (formerly Fellowship Hall) 
between 5-6:30 pm. Please spread the word. 
 

For more information or to volunteer, please contact 

Carol Beeman. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

25th Annual Golf Tournament  
for the O’Fallon Food Pantry  

Sunday, September 12 
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Sermons available on podcast! 
  

You can find “Faithfully Yours: Sermons” on Apple, Google, 
Spotify, and all your favorite podcast channels. 

Jun 2 Courtland Lindsay 
Jun 3 Andy Dichsen 
Jun 4 Dave Dey, Taylor Bourland 
Jun 6 Ryan Feldt 
Jun 7 Derek Duitsman 
Jun 9 Phillip Souser, Xander Reichert, 

Candy Stender 
Jun 10 Barry Unger 
Jun 11 Karl Buch 
Jun 13 Christen Reinert, Chelsea 

Hernandez 
Jun 14 Bethany Malone 
Jun 15 Kevin Thomas, Peter Dahlstrom, 

Ethan Tidball, Kiersten Dey 
Jun 16 Jessica Holtgrewe, Penny Cooper 
Jun 18 Scott Schuck, Connie McCoy 
Jun 19 John Bradshaw, Tori Engel 
Jun 20 Hunter Reichert, Ryan Green, 

Grant Totzke 
Jun 21 Olivia Siron 
Jun 22 Christy Spicer, Ken Reinert 
Jun 23 Bob Austen, Roelof Melzer 
Jun 24 Cleta Knoebel 
Jun 25 Jack Riling, Denise Dauphin 
Jun 26 Cari Symonds, Judy Dichsen 
Jun 27 Cecily Skrabacz 
Jun 30 Thomas Lafferty 

Jun 1 Ryan & Kari Green – 8 years 
Jun 2 John & Martha Bradshaw – 48 years 
Jun 2 Joe & Onnie Wargo – 56 years 
Jun 6 Travis & Candy Stender – 23 years 
Jun 7 Wes & Christine Wesselman – 47 years 
Jun 8 Nathan & Billie Layfield – 2 years 
Jun 9 Ken & Carol Beeman – 53 years 
Jun 10 Rick & Gail Buck – 49 years 
Jun 12 Ken & Jill Johansen Hastey – 28 years 
Jun 14 Terry & Patty Rensing – 46 years 
Jun 14 Bruce & Lou Ann Moeller – 51 years 
Jun 16 Dave & Amy Pekala – 21 years 
Jun 17 Kent & Donna Beck – 45 years 
Jun 19 Bob & Christina Farmer – 28 years 
Jun 19 Bob & Carolyn Frisse – 28 years 
Jun 20 George & Louise Peterson – 64 years 
Jun 20 Scott & Angelina Sill – 12 years 
Jun 21  Marvin & Monica Groothuis – 50 years 
Jun 23 Larry & Mary Shirley – 48 years 
Jun 23 Patrick & Traci Joyce – 20 years 
Jun 25 Karl & Sheila Buch – 33 years 
Jun 25 Roelof & Lisa Melzer – 23 years 
Jun 26 Bob & Marlene Austen – 67 years 
Jun 26 Steven & Judy Mack – 22 years 
Jun 28 Eric & Anna Taylor – 9 years 
Jun 28 Kevin & Pam Duitsman – 36 years 
Jun 28 Ben & Kelly Siron – 13 years  
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Faith Lutheran Church 
520 E Highway 50 
O’Fallon IL  62269 

Church Office Hours  
Monday - Friday  

9 am - 3 pm 
618-632-5562 

 

www.faith-online.org 
faith@faith-online.org 

Ministers: People of Faith 
Senior Pastor:  

Rev. Candice Wassell 

   Newsletter articles due the  
3rd Sunday of the month 

Newsletter Editor:  
Wendy McDonnell 


